
Is It A Sin To Miss The Assembly For Work?


The answer to the question put forth as the title of this article is "yes."  The Bible nowhere gives the authority for a person to miss an assembly of the church because of work.


The Bible clearly teaches in Hebrews 10:25 that we are not to forsake "the assembling of ourselves together."  That means it is a sin to miss.  The one who teaches that is right to miss for work must find where the Bible teaches that work is an exception to the law stated in Hebrews 10:25.  Passages like Ephesians 4:28 and II Thessalonians 3:10, which teach that a man should work, are not exceptions to Hebrews 10:25, as you have a choice about when and for whom you are to work.  You can always choose to work at a time other than when God's church is meeting.


Some will say, "But my boss said I had to work on Wednesday night!"  Have we forgotten the very clear teaching of Acts 5:29 that, "We ought to obey God rather than men?"  Others might say, "But I won't be able to provide for my family (I Timothy 5:8) if I lose my job."  Remember that Jesus said in Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things (referring to our material needs, vs. 24-34) shall be added unto you."  Notice also that Jesus said in Luke 14:33, "whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple."


A person that will work instead of attending the assembly of the saints is laying up "treasures upon earth" as opposed to laying up "treasures in heaven" (Matthew 6:19-21).  In John 6:27, Jesus makes it very clear what our selection should be when the choice is between work and the assembly.  It reads, "Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you:  for him hath God the Father sealed."


When we choose to forsake "the assembling of ourselves together" (Hebrews 10:25) because of work, we are sinning wilfully (we chose to do it) and come under the condemnation of Hebrews 10:26-27, "For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries."
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