
Seek And Ye Shall Find

Many of those who believe in the "automatic" (without repentance) forgiveness of sins committed in ignorance accuse those who teach that a Christian must repent of and confess any and all sins he wants forgiven (Acts 8:22, I John 1:9), of teaching a doctrine of despair, a doctrine providing no hope.  Is this accusation true?  The Bible provides the answer.

First of all, let's learn that we shouldn't offer more hope than God does.  The Baptist offers too much hope with his doctrine of "once saved always saved" (see Galatians 5:4).  Remember, we are to work out our "own salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 2:12).  But does God offer us any hope at all?  Yes, but not through forgiveness without repentance.  Let's examine some passages in the Bible that show us God's way of providing us the hope of salvation.

The Bible teaches in Matthew 7:8 that "he that seeketh findeth."   When asked about the spiritual condition of those in distant lands who have never seen a Bible,  we rightfully use this passage to show that these aliens will not be saved in their sin (without repentance), but that the true seekers among them will have the opportunity to find God.  Unfortunately some of us cannot see that this passage applies to Christians just as much as it does to aliens.  We are guaranteed by this passage that Christians who are true seekers of God and His truth, will find what they are looking for, and not be lost (no automatic forgiveness needed).  Let's look at a few other Bible statements and examples that demonstrate this truth.

In contrast to those who say you can't know of the doctrine, Jesus said in John 7:17, "If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine ..."  This verse sounds alot like "seek, and ye shall find" doesn't it?  Josiah in II Kings 22-23:25, Cornelius in Acts 10, and Lydia in Acts 16:13-15 are all examples of Bible characters who, while doing what they knew to be right, found out doctrine they were unaware of.  Josiah found the book of God (more information about what is right) while repairing the house of God (doing what he knew to be right at the time).  Peter was sent to Cornelius, a man that "feared God with all his house," to instruct him in further truth.  Lydia learned more truth as she was evidently living conscientiously according to the old law.

These three stories also serve to illustrate the principle set forth in Philippians 3:15, "if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you."  Many today don't seem to believe this verse, their theory goes more like this, "if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall forgive you as you are, in your sin."  An example of Philippians 3:15 in action is the conversion of Paul.  Paul obtained mercy because he did it "ignorantly in unbelief" (I Timothy 1:13).  Does that mercy mean he was automatically forgiven without repentance?  No, but it does mean that he was given an opportunity to learn of, and repent of his sins and obey the gospel thereby receiving forgiveness of his sins (Acts 22:6-16).  God revealed the truth to a conscientious Paul and he will (reveal the truth through his word) to those of the same attitude today.  Apollos is another example of one who, lacking sufficient truth, was led into "the way of God more perfectly" (Acts 18:24-28).  Again, God revealed more truth to a religious Eunuch in Acts 8:26-40.

God will give us time to learn the truth.  II Peter 3:9 teaches that God "is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance."  II Peter 3:15 reads, "And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation ..."  Jesus described some of those who were involving themselves in His crucifixion, with the statement "they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34).  Were these people given automatic forgiveness because of their ignorance (Acts 3:19)?  No, but they were given time to repent of, and receive forgiveness for their terrible crime (Acts 2:36-38).  Even Jezebel was given "space (time) to repent of her fornication" (Revelation 2:21).

Notice in Genesis 20:6 that God "withheld" Abimelech from committing a sin of ignorance because of the "integrity" of his heart, instead of waiting until after Abimelech had sinned and forgiving him because of, and in his ignorance.  The fact that God did not permit Abimelech "to touch" Sarah is a good illustration of how I Corinthians 10:13 applies to the questions of "sins of ignorance" and "hope."  It reads "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man:  but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."  God did not "suffer" Abimelech "to be tempted above that" which he was able; rather, God "withheld" Abimelech from committing a sin of ignorance by providing him "a way to escape."  And God will do the very same thing for a "young Christian" who truly has not had time to learn that something he is contemplating doing is wrong.  The Bible never says that God will automatically forgive the young Christian after the fact because he was ignorant.  The Bible says that God will not permit him to be tempted above that which he is able in the first place.  God might providentially "withhold" him from committing the sin, by providing "a way to escape."

God says in Proverbs 8:17 that "those that seek me early shall find me."  Matthew 5:6 reads "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness:  for they shall be filled.  Recognition of this Bible principle allowed Paul to have the assurance that he expressed in II Timothy 4:6-8, not the belittling of the consequences of sin.  Instead of counting on automatic forgiveness of sins you might be committing in ignorance, "seek, and ye shall find" (Matthew 7:7) your way out of ignorance.  Your repentance will truly lead to God's forgiveness.


