
Why Is It An Important Issue?


Many do not think that the "automatic forgiveness of sins committed in ignorance" issue is important.  They reason that the practice of those on both sides of the question will be the same, each will repent of (Acts 8:22) and confess their sins (I John 1:9) as they become aware of them.  But the issue is important for the same reason that the "once saved always saved" issue is important (see Galatians 5:4).  Baptist reason that the practice of those on both sides of that issue will be the same, each will try to do his best not to sin.  But in actuality that is not true, the "once saved, always saved" theory tends to encourage people to relax and not be as careful not to sin because of the security of promised salvation while committing sin.  The automatic forgiveness issue is likewise important, because that theory tends to encourage people to relax and not be as careful not to sin because of the security of promised salvation while committing sin.


E.M. Zerr's comments on I John 1:7 read, "... Hence if a man is a worker in the Lord's vineyard and his life as a whole is one of obedience to the law of Christ, he DOES NOT NEED TO WORRY about the mistakes he might make which he does not realize, for the blood of Christ will take care of it and wash them away ..."  It should be obvious that the thoughts of Mr. Zerr concerning the automatic forgiveness of sins of ignorance, might cause many people NOT TO WORRY as much about sins that they might be committing unawares.  This is in contrast to the Bible teaching that we must "fear" God (Matthew 10:28), that we must "work out your own salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 2:12).


Does Jesus indicate in Luke 12:47-48 and Matthew 15:14 that we don't need to worry about our sins of ignorance?  What about Paul in Acts 17:30-31?  The answer to both qustions is a resounding no!  The opposite is taught.  The Bible never comes close to indicating that we don't need to worry about our sins.  Mr.  Zerr asserts it.  His doctrine of automatic forgiveness of sins of ignorance before and without learning of and repenting of the sins, tends to encourage it.


If the Lord will (James 4:15), we will be discussing the "automatic forgiveness of sins of ignorance" doctrine in the next few issues of this periodical.  In these issues, we intend to point out the many ways that the Bible teaches against this dangerous doctrine.  Any doctrine that teaches that a person can get away with committing some sin is dangerous.  It is dangerous because in the long run, it will not discourage people from committing some sin.  In addition, this doctrine is dangerous because it is false, not true to God's word (Proverbs 14:12).
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