They Shall Take Up Serpents
Mark 16:18
When preaching about snake handlers, Christians point out that Mk 16:18 is not talking about handling snakes on purpose, or drinking poison on purpose (Mt 4:5-7); instead, it is talking about God miraculously protecting some from harm in those days.  A Bible example of this is found in Acts 28:3-6.

But when debating Pentecostals, some ask the Pentecostal to handle a snake, or drink some poison.

Both arguments cannot be made honestly and consistently.  Either Mk 16:18 is talking about handling snakes and drinking poison on purpose or not.  We can't have it both ways depending upon who we are debating.  I don't know of a single gospel preacher that thinks that Peter and Paul went around handling snakes (or drinking poison) on purpose like those in the Tennessee hills do today.

Challenging a Pentecostal debater to handle a snake or drink poison is very effective with the audience.  It will win a lot of points with much of the audience, especially members of churches of Christ.  But it is a false and (most likely) dishonest argument.  It is a good example of a false argument that is very effective.

Honesty demands that we not make such arguments, no matter how effective they are (Eph 4:25)!

