Salvation - Basis vs. Conditionality
I heard my friend Brent Siota on the radio several weeks ago use the story we find in John 21:3-6 to illustrate the difference in basis and conditionality.  Here is how that text reads - "Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they caught nothing.  But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.  Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.  And he said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes."

Brent's point was that the disciples are not the ones who should get the credit for the massive catch of fish.  Jesus should, almost certainly through His miraculous powers.  But still the disciples had to cast their net on the right side of the ship as Jesus directed in order for the catch to happen.  The basis for the catch was Jesus' miraculous powers, but making that catch was conditioned upon the disciples letting the nets out as Jesus had specified.
It is the same way with our salvation.  Passages like Eph 2:8-9 which teach our salvation is not by works are discussing the earning basis for our salvation.  Eph 2:8-9 reads "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast."  That passage is stating the basis for our salvation is grace, the death of Christ.  But the passage is not trying to rule out our obedience to Christ as being a condition of salvation.
On the other hand, passages like James 2:24, which teach our salvation is by works, are discussing the fact that our salvation is condition upon our obedience to Christ.  James 2:24 reads "Ye see then how that by works a man is justified , and not by faith only."  That passage is stating that our salvation is conditioned upon our works, but it is not trying to say our works are the earning basis for our salvation - the blood of Christ serves that purpose.
Let's look at three illustrations of this principle ...
The Walls Of Jericho

By Grace … Through Faith … Not Of Works, Yet CONDITIONAL
The Walls of Jericho fell "by grace" - Joshua 6:2:

And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho

The Walls fell "through faith" – Hebrews 11:30:

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.

Walls of Jericho fell "not of works" – Joshua 24:13:

And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour …

However, conditions had to be met in order for the Walls of Jericho to fall:

•
Joshua 6:3-5 Israelites told to walk around the city 13 times, shout, etc.

•
Joshua 6:6-21 they met these conditions

•
Hebrews 11:30 the city fell after they walked

Would the walls have fallen if the Israelites had not done what God said ?
For the Israelites to have done it, they would have had to use battering rams and sledgehammers.  No, God knocked those walls down - conditioned upon the Israelites walking.
So “By Grace” or “Through Faith” or “Not Of Works” does NOT mean that conditions (like water baptism) do not have to be met.

Another illustration:  In II Kings 5:9-14 we have the story of God’s prophet Elisha telling Naaman that he would be cleansed of his leprosy if he would dip in the Jordan river seven times.  After some hesitation, Naaman complied and he was cleansed.  Was there some kind of magic medicine in the water, or did Naaman’s dipping earn his healing?  Absolutely not; God healed Naaman when Naaman met God’s conditions.  Naaman’s obedience didn’t heal him per se, but his obedience was necessary for him to be healed.  Our salvation is the same way.
A third illustration:  In Numbers 21:4-9 the children of Israel “spake against God, and against Moses.”  As punishment, God sent poisonous serpents to bite the people, and many died.  The rest of the people repented and asked Moses to pray to God to take the serpents away.  God instructed Moses to make a brass serpent and set it on top of a pole and whoever would look on that serpent would live.  Was the power of healing in the looking?  No, God healed the people when they met his condition of healing by looking at the brass serpent on the pole.

It is the same with our salvation.  Our works do not earn our salvation, but obedience is a condition of God we must meet in order to be saved.  God is the one that saves us, when we trust and obey.
For example, Saul believed in Jesus in Acts 9:4-6, but his sins weren’t washed away until at least three days later in Acts 22:16.  So clearly salvation does not come “at the point of faith.”
Other passages that teach … Obedience is Necessary To Salvation:
Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven
I Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

II Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rev 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

II Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.
