Is Salvation By Faith Only?
On our May 15th Bible Crossfire program we showed from the scriptures that we are under law today, the law of Christ (I Cor 9:21), the New Testament law.  A caller that evening made an astute point.  If we are under law (and he agreed we were) then Once Saved Always Saved is not true, and Salvation By Faith Only is not true.  He was correct on both counts.  The next week we dealt with Once Saved Always Saved, and this week we plan to discuss Salvation By Faith Only.  The reason the fact that we are under law today proves Salvation By Faith Only wrong, is because if we are under divine law, obedience to that law is obviously demanded, and not just faith only.
We can tell from many passages that salvation is not by “faith only.”  For example, Mark 16:16a reads “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”  Belief by itself is not enough, it takes submission to baptism also.
The 1956 version of the Methodist Creed book reads "Wherefore, that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine, and very full of comfort” (pg.29).  That stands in stark contrast to James 2:24 which reads “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.”  Would you feel comfortable belonging to a church whose creed book contradicts the Bible is such a plain and direct way?

Heb 5:9 "And being made perfect, he (talking about Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;"  Faith alone is not enough; obedience is required by this verse in order to receive eternal salvation.
Matt 7:21 "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven."  It is not enough just to believe in the Lord; we must also do God’s will in order to go to heaven.
Rom 10:13 reads “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  So “calling on the name of the Lord” is obviously necessary to salvation.  Let’s continue reading at verse 14 “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?”  Do you see how this passage makes it clear that one can’t call on the name of the Lord until after they have believed?  It says “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?”  And since verse 13 makes this calling on God necessary to salvation, and verse 14 says we have to believe first before we call, then that proves one is not saved until after they believe, when they call on God.  See what I mean?

But just what does it mean to call on the name of the Lord?  Many think it means we ask God to save us, and it does in a sense, but not verbally, but instead with our obedience.  We call on God to save us by doing what God said to do to be saved.  To prove this let’s turn and read Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”  Do you see how Paul was told to call on the name of the Lord by being baptized?  You see if God has told us what to do to be saved, then if we were to ask God to save us, His response has already been made - “do what I’ve already told you to do to be saved.”  Make sense?  And so if we want to ask God to save us from our sins, we ask Him by doing what He said to do to be forgiven - believe and be baptized (Mark 16:16).

Furthermore this happened three days after Saul believed.  If salvation is by “faith only,” then Saul would have been saved on the road to Damascus when he believed.  And this is exactly when Baptists say Saul was saved - on the road to Damascus when he believed.  But at least three days later Ananias is telling Saul to do something to get his sins washed away.  This proves salvation at the point of faith is simply not true.

Last verse:  Rom 10:9-10 reads “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  This is another text that proves salvation is not at the point of the faith.  According to the passage, we have to also confess Christ in order to be saved, and one can’t honestly confess that he believes in Christ unless he believes first.  Therefore salvation has to come after one believes; salvation is not by “faith only.”
