False Teaching Causes People To Be Lost
II Pet 2:1 reads “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in d-a-m-n-a-b-l-e heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”  Several times recently, we’ve had callers defend false teachers, those who teach something contrary to what the Bible teaches.  One caller has repeatedly defended a famous denominational preacher who taught Jews and Muslims (for example) can be saved without ever believing in Christ.
We know Billy Graham is famous for teaching in crusade after crusade that people needed to come forward and accept Christ in order to be saved.  But in an interview with Robert Schuller (5-31-1997), Mr. Graham said “Whether they come from the Muslim world, or the Buddhist world, or the Christian world, or the non-believing world, they are members of the body of Christ because they've been called by God. They may not even know the name of Jesus, but they know in their hearts they need something that they don't have and they turn to the only light they have and I think they're saved and they're going to be with us in heaven.”  In McCall’s magazine (Jan 1978) Graham said “I used to believe that pagans in far-off countries were lost — were going to h-e-l-l — if they did not have the Gospel of Jesus Christ preached to them. I no longer believe that. … I believe that there are other ways of recognizing the existence of God—through nature, for instance—and plenty of other opportunities, therefore, of saying ‘yes’ to God.”
Here is what the Bible says about that …

· John 8:24 “I said … unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.”

· Heb 11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
· John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
Now let's notice what II Pet 2:1 says about false teachers - “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in [condemnable] heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.”  So according to that verse false teachers are destroyed (spiritually) and they cause those they teach to be condemned.  We've got to take this seriously.

We see the same from Matt 15:14 (“Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch”).  Both the false teacher and those that follow the false teacher will fall into the ditch, which represents being lost in the bad place, h-e-l-l.

Think of why this particular false teaching is so dangerous.  If Jews and Muslims think they can be saved without ever believing in Christ, why should they ever investigate the Christian religion to see if it’s true?  And if Christians believe the theory that Jews and Muslims can be saved as they are, why would those Christians feel the need to make any effort to preach to them?  If they are okay as they are, why go to all that trouble?

Some other passages that teach false teachers will be lost include:

Matt 15:9 “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”

Gal 1:9 “As we said before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”

Rev 22:18-19 “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book:  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”

Preachers like this are a perfect example of someone who knows the truth, but succumbs to the pressure of political correctness.  They preach the truth on this issue when preaching to their congregations, but when put on the spot in public interviews, they know they will be heavily criticized for saying Jews and Muslims and etc. will be lost, so they cave in.
The following verses show we must not cave in to political correctness, but instead we should stand up for Christ and his teaching (on every issue):

· John 12:42-43 "Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue:  For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God."

· Matt 10:32-33 "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven."

False teachers cause people to be lost.  John 8:32 reads “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” – so if a false teacher leads one away from the truth, that means they lead them away from being free from their sins.  Matt 15:14 says “Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”
I heard recently that 84% think any religion is fine, but John 14:6 reads "Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."  So anybody who teaches Jesus’ doctrine is not the only way … is a false teacher.
What are some other examples of a false teacher?

A person who teaches we don’t have to obey God to be saved, that all we have to do is accept Christ as our personal savior, is a false teacher.  The following is proof of that …

· I Pet 1:22a “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth …”
· Heb 5:9 “And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him;”

· Matt 7:21 “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
Any preacher who teaches Once Saved Always Saved is a false teacher …

Sam Morris, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Stamford, Texas - … a Christian’s sins do not [condemn] his soul.  The way a Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul. … All the prayers a man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong to, all the services he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may perform will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may commit from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in any more danger …

Galatians 5:4 "Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace"

Heb 3:12 "Take heed, brethren (holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, v.1), lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God"

James 5:19-20 "Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins."

II Chronicles 15:2 “if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you”

I think the “once saved always saved” doctrine is a good example of “wishful thinking” - teaching what they want to be true instead of what is true.  Baptist preacher Vernon Barr said “Baptists teach that a child of God can do anything he wants to and go to heaven anyhow.”  How are many of his listeners likely to start living?
Any preacher that teaches one doesn’t have to be baptized to be saved is a false teacher …

· Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be [condemned].”

· Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
· Acts 22:16 “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”
· I Pet 3:21 “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:”

One is a false teacher if he says women may preach in the church service …

· I Cor 14:34-35 "Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the law.  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church."

· I Tim 2:11-12 "Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.  But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence."
One is a false teacher if goes along with gay marriage …

· Matt 19:4-6 "And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?  Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder."

· God made Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve
· The Presbyterian Church made a historic decision … to formally recognize gay marriage and allow same-sex couples to marry in its congregations. … The … denomination voted to redefine the church constitution on marriage to include ‘a commitment between two people …’ (Time Magazine, 3-18-2015)

· The Episcopal Church approved its first openly gay bishop … the Rev. Gene Robinson. … Robinson … replied … “We have many times departed from … Scripture.” … Robinson cited the examples of ordaining women priests and accepting divorce in the church as departures … “Just simply saying it departs from … Scripture does not necessarily make it wrong.”  (Birmingham News, Aug 6, 2003)
· I Cor 6:9-11 "Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God." (NKJV)

And one is a false teacher if he goes along with adulterous marriages …

· Matt 19:9 "Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery."

· Anthony Dunnavant in the Orange County (California) Register - Some conservative groups believe that divorced people who marry another spouse are living in sin.  However, the number of divorces in the United States has led most denominations away from that teaching.
· Compromise on adulterous marriages leads to compromise on gay marriage - preacher Ken Wilson writes:  I have proposed a path for these pastors that allows them to embrace people who are gay, lesbian, and transgender and to accept them fully — welcome and wanted — into the company of Jesus. I wrote A Letter To My Congregation when I realized my views had changed and I needed to communicate the intense theological, biblical, pastoral, and spiritual process that I had been through to get to this new place.  It began with a burr beneath the saddle of my conscience: why was I willing to let so many divorced and remarried couples know that they are welcome and wanted while refusing that same welcome to gay and lesbian couples? How could I say to the remarried couples, whose second marriage was clearly condemned by the plain meaning of scripture, ‘You are welcome and wanted,’ while saying to the two mothers (lesbians) raising their adopted child together, ‘I love you, but I hate your sin’?
· Mark 6:17-18 “For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.  For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.”

Conclusion:  II John 9 “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.”  So if we don’t abide in the teaching of Christ, we don’t have God; we can’t be saved.  False teachers and those that follow them are not abiding in the doctrine of Christ, therefore they can’t be saved.
