Does It Matter What We Practice In Religion?
Most believers think the details of what we practice in religion don’t matter, that all that matters is if you believe in Jesus.  They reason that since different churches have different practices, then what we do must not matter to God.  But if it does matter what we practice, then those practicing something different from the truth will not be set free from sin – because John 8:31-32 says “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  Do you see how that we must continue in (practice) in God’s word to be a true disciple, and to be made free from sin by the truth?
Let’s read Lev 10:1-2 – “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not.  And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord.”  Do you see how Nadab and Abihu’s practice (in this case their worship) was not in line with God’s direction?  If God was displeased with them, then why would we think God would still be pleased with us even though we practice things that are not authorized by His New Testament law?

Matt 15:9 says “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”  If we practice the commandments of men, our worship will be in vain – useless, worthless.  We can’t go to heaven like that, can we?

II John 9 reads “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.”  So if we are not staying inside the teaching of Christ, then we don’t have God, we won’t be saved.  Do you see why it is so important that we practice what the doctrine of Christ says for us to practice?
Let’s talk about some unauthorized practices …
Women Preachers – I Cor 14:34-35 “Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the law.  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.”  There is nothing vague about this passage.  It and other verses are crystal clear that women should not be doing the teaching in the church assembly.  Yet, my guess is about 75% of Christian type congregations allow women to speak from their pulpit.  Have we lost sight of the fact that the Bible should be the guidebook for churches?  To allow women to preach from the pulpit, is that practicing sound doctrine?

Sprinkling For Baptism – Rom 6:4a “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death.”  When someone dies and we take them out to the graveyard to bury them, do we just stand them up and sprinkle a little dirt on their head, or do we put them all the way under the ground?  We all know what buried means.
Infant Baptism - Acts 8:35-37 “Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”  Infant baptism – is that practicing the truth?
Next let’s read I Chron 13:7-10 – “And they carried the ark of God in a new cart out of the house of Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio drave the cart. … And when they came unto the threshingfloor of Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark; for the oxen stumbled.  And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, because he put his hand to the ark: and there he died before God.”  The ark of the covenant was like a box that the Israelites carried holy things in, like the tablets that the ten commandments were written on.  The Israelites had been instructed never to touch the ark of the covenant with human hand.  The ark had four rings on it, and they were supposed to put two long poles through those rings in order to create handles to carry the ark without touching it.  But when Uzza saw the oxen stumble and the ark was about to fall off and bust to smithereens, he touched the ark just long enough to steady it to keep it from falling.  You might think Uzza was doing a good thing, trying to keep God’s holy ark from breaking.  But God had said never touch the ark, and so Uzza had to pay the consequences.  Here is something important we can learn from this Old Testament story even though we are not under the Old Testament anymore.  If God tells us not to do something, don’t do it, even if we think we are helping God.  “Women Preachers” is a great example of this.  I am sure some women preach for the money, or for the glory, but I’ve got to believe some do it sincerely because they are trying to help the cause of Christ.  But that doesn’t make it right does it?  We learn from the story of Uzza that if God instructs us not to do something (like women preachers), don’t do it, even if you think it will help God.
Conclusion:  It matters what we practice in religion.  James 2:10 confirms this when it says “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.”
