Is Obedience A Works Based Salvation?
Last week’s Bible Crossfire was about the necessity of Obedience and a caller charged me with teaching a works based salvation.

All we did was quote passages like …

Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven
The caller thought Eph 2:8-9 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast” means that obedience is not required for salvation.
But he is missing the point of the verse.  It isn’t saying obedience is not required - the very next verse says we are “created in Christ Jesus unto good works.”  And James 2:24 would contradict that understanding - “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified , and not by faith only.”

What Eph 2:8-9 is discussing is the earning basis of our salvation, while James 2:24 is saying the salvation provided for by Christ is conditioned upon our obedience.

For us to earn our salvation without the death of Christ, we would have to live our whole life perfectly without one sin - that is what Rom 4:4 is saying when it reads - “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.”  If we did that, God would owe us salvation.  We wouldn’t need the blood of Christ to wash away our sins, because we wouldn’t have any sins.
I like to illustrate how Eph 2:8-9 is not mitigating against the necessity of obedience to salvation with the walls of Jericho.

The Walls of Jericho fell "by grace" - Joshua 6:2:

And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho

The Walls fell "through faith" – Hebrews 11:30:

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.

Walls of Jericho fell "not of works" – Joshua 24:13:

And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour …

Sound just like how Eph 2:8-9 talks about our salvation doesn’t it?  Eph 2:8-9 says our salvation is by grace thru faith not of works.  The walls of Jericho fell by grace thru faith not of works, but the Israelites still had to walk around those walls 13 times, didn’t they?  The Israelites didn’t knock the walls down themselves with sledge hammers, but they still had to meet God’s conditions, correct?

It is the same way with salvation.  We don’t save ourselves; no, the death of Christ is what does that, but we still have to meet conditions.

Many preachers say circumcision represents every command of God, so any time we see a verse saying circumcision is not necessary, we should conclude no commands of God are necessary.
Actually circumcision only represents Old Testament commandments.  In Acts 15:5 Jewish Christians were teaching about Gentile converts that it was “needful to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.”
We can easily tell from passages like I Cor 7:19 that circumcision does not also represent New Testament commandments - “Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.”  Do you see from that verse how some commandments are not important but some are?

That’s why verses like Gal 2:16 can say “knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law” - talking about the law of Moses.

More passages which teach obedience is necessary to salvation …

I Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

That verse would say that if we have not obeyed the truth, our souls have not been purified, right?

II Thessalonians 1:8 In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

That verse says that we not only have to know (believe in) God, but we have to obey the gospel also.  And if we don’t, God will take vengeance on us with flaming fire.  I think we know where that would happen, don’t we?

Rev 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

That verse teaches that if we want to partake of the tree of life (which supplies eternal life), if we want to enter into the gates of heaven, we must do his (God’s) commandments.
II Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

Another illustration …

In II Kings 5:9-14 we have the story of God’s prophet Elisha telling Naaman that he would be cleansed of his leprosy if he would dip in the Jordan river seven times.  After some hesitation, Naaman complied and he was cleansed.  Did Naaman heal himself by dipping in water that had medicinal value?  Absolutely not; God healed Naaman when Naaman met God’s conditions.  Naaman’s obedience didn’t heal him per se, but his obedience was necessary for him to be healed.  Our salvation is the same way.
A third illustration …

In Numbers 21:4-9 the children of Israel “spake against God, and against Moses.”  As punishment, God sent poisonous serpents to bite the people, and many died.  The rest of the people repented and asked Moses to pray to God to take the serpents away.  God instructed Moses to make a brass serpent and set it on top of a pole and whoever would look on that serpent would live.  Was the power of healing in the looking?  No, God healed the people when they met his condition of healing.

It is the same with our salvation.  Our works do not earn our salvation, but obedience is a condition of God we must meet in order to be saved.  God is the one that saves us, when we trust and obey.

My friend Tommy Thrasher’s quick sand illustration.  It is not enough just to believe someone can pull us out of quicksand, we have to take hold of the rope.

