Religious Debating
On last week’s Bible Crossfire, Charles from Spokane, Washington made this comment - “There used to be a lot of religious debates where people would actually discuss this issue, but I guess the false teachers got beat so bad ….”  I suspect many of you don’t even know what a religious debate is.  It is a public event where two preachers who believe different things on a selected Bible topic take turns speaking defending their view and responding to the arguments made by the other side.  It is not a quarrel, but simply an in-depth Bible study where both sides are fairly heard.  It is done in an atmosphere of friendship and love.
Almost all denominational preachers (and most Christians) are against religious 
debating, but listen to these passages that authorize/require public religious debating …
· For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate Acts 18:28 NIV

· And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the space of three months, disputing and persuading the things concerning the kingdom of God Acts 19:8

· he (Paul) departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus. And this continued by the space of two years Acts 19:9-10

· This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them Acts 15:2 NIV

· And after there had been much debate Acts 15:7 ESV

· he (Paul) … disputed against the Grecians Acts 9:29

· Then there arose certain of the synagogue ... disputing with Stephen. And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake Acts 6:9-10

· Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him Acts 17:17

· A group of Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him (Paul) Acts 17:18 NIV
· I am set for the defence of the gospel Philippians 1:17

· that ye should earnestly contend for the faith Jude 3

· Debate thy cause with thy neighbour Proverbs 25:9

· They that forsake the law praise the wicked: but such as keep the law contend with them Proverbs 28:4

· One of the teachers of the law came and heard them (Jesus) debating Mark 12:28 NIV
Bible Crossfire has been on the air close to a year now, and we’ve had some disagreement with our teaching on occasion.  Perhaps you are out there and would like to arrange for a public dialogue on an important Bible topic with which you disagree with my teaching.  I would be willing to consider coming to where you are for such a discussion.

Reasons We Should Publicly Debate Bible Topics …
· God teaches we should Matt 22:15-46 and see above
· To listen to the other side with an open mind Matthew 13:15

· To preach the truth as we presently understand it II Timothy 4:2

· To allow our position to be examined/tested John 3:19-21

· To seek religious unity Ephesians 4:3, I Corinthians 1:10, John 17:20-23

· To reach the lost Mark 16:15-16, II Corinthians 5:10-11

· To get an audience with those we believe need to be warned Ezekiel 3:18

· To encourage study of the word of God II Timothy 2:15

· To defend the gospel, the truth Philippians 1:17, Proverbs 25:9
