Repent In Acts 2:38

Acts 2:38 reads “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”  We emphasize from Acts 2:38 (and rightfully so) that baptism is “for the remission of sins.”  No doubt a sinner has to be baptized to be saved from his sins – Jesus said in Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”

But let’s not overlook the significance of the word “repent” in Acts 2:38. It is not just “be baptized … for the remission of sins;” it is “repent and be baptized … for the remission of sins.”  Repentance must precede baptism for the baptism to be effectual. A person being baptized must first commit to changing his life in regard to sin; in the terminology of Rom 6:18-19, he must quit serving sin and start serving righteousness.  And so when a sinner is baptized he gets the forgiveness of all the sins he has ever committed, but that is assuming he is repenting of all his sins.

I Cor 6:9-11 also helps us to see this same point.  It reads this way – “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”  We have a list of sins here.  People can only inherit the kingdom of God (that is, be saved) if they repent of the sins they are involved in.  And notice verse 11 says “such were some of you” – meaning they weren’t involved in these sins anymore after they were converted.  They had quit practicing those sins.

A number of passages teach a sinner much repent to be saved, for example:
· Luke 13:3 “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”
· II Pet 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
· Acts 3:19 “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out …”

Back to Acts 2:38 - what does repent in Acts 2:38 mean?:
· repentance is a change of mind leading to a change in action – Matt 21:28-29 - “But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my vineyard.  He answered and said, I will not: but afterward he repented, and went.”
· repentance involves turning away from one’s sins – Ezek 18:21 – “But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.”

But how does repentance in Acts 2:38 work?:
· stealing Eph 4:28 “Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.”
So a thief needs to quit stealing to be forgiven for stealing.
· homosexuality Rom 1:26-27 – “For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.”
Can one be forgiven of homosexuality?  yes, if he turns from it, quits the practice
· gay marriage Matt 19:4-5 “And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?”
The cutesy saying is right – “God made Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve.”  Now what does repenting of being in a gay marriage mean one must do?  You can’t stay in the gay marriage, can you?
· adulterous marriage
· In Matt 19:9 Jesus said “… Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.”
· According to Matt 19:9 then, if you divorce your spouse for any reason other than fornication and remarry, or if your spouse divorced you for any reason and you’ve remarried, you are in an adulterous marriage according to Jesus.  And what would repenting of being in an adulterous marriage mean one must do?  An adulterous marriage would be the same as a gay marriage; you have to terminated it.
· I like to say Matt 19:9 states the facts of the case; Rom 7:2-3 states the reason - “For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.  So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.”
So the reason it is adultery to marry another after divorce is because one is still bound (obligated) to their original spouse.
· Illustrations:  Mark 6:17-18 “For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.  For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.”
· Ezra 10:10-11,44 “And Ezra the priest stood up, and said unto them, Ye have transgressed, and have taken strange wives, to increase the trespass of Israel.  Now therefore make confession unto the Lord God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves from the people of the land, and from the strange wives. … All these had taken strange wives: and some of them had wives by whom they had children.”
Les called in to my SiriusXM radio program on July 28, 2024 and said “I knew that I was marrying another man’s wife (a divorced woman), and I didn’t know what to do about it.  But we did it anyway.  And I married her.  I am still married to her today … Because I married another’s man’s wife, I actually excluded myself from being a person (in the ministry, ptd) … The gift that I have, is I have the gift of prophecy from the Holy Spirit.”  That’s the way many denominational people approach sin – it’s okay with God and the congregation for members to live in adultery … as long as they are not the preacher.
· what if the church you attend accepts adulterous marriages? II John 9-11 “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.  If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:  For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”

By way of invitation – If a sinner wants to become a true Christian (not just a denominational Christian), Acts 2:38 requires a believer to repent of his sins and be baptized.  If you are already a Christian, you need to follow through on that repentance commitment.  For example if you are a thief, you need to quit stealing.  If you are a homosexual, you must become straight.  If you are in a gay marriage, you have to terminate that gay marriage; it’s not good enough just to say you are sorry, but stay in that homosex relationship.  If you’re in an adulterous marriage, that marriage needs to be terminated for the same reason; it’s not good enough just to say you are sorry, all the while planning to continue to commit adultery with that unlawful spouse.  And if you’re part of a congregation that accepts adulterous marriages (over 95% of congregations across America do), you need to find a congregation that won’t accept adulterous marriages.
