Watering Down The Gospel
The idea of “watering down” something refers to diluting it, perhaps to make it more palatable, easier to take.
Rom 16:17-18 – “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them.  For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.”

Some water down the gospel because they are preaching for the money (“serve … their own belly”), the popularity, etc.  They especially don’t want to offend family and friends.

II Tim 4:2-4 – “Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering and doctrine.  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall turn away their ears from the truth …”

Believers many times only allow those to preach who will tell them what they want to hear, those who won’t preach anything different than their church norm, someone whose preaching will allow them to live (for the most part) just like everybody else.
Many Christians compromise - because we want to do or have something very badly, or because we have a family member in a certain situation, or because we don't want to hurt someone's feelings, cause a friend to get mad at us, cause conflicts in the congregation.
We should take the "plain and obvious meaning" of Bible passages (even if practicing the teaching is hard), and let the chips fall where they may.
Billy Graham – must believe in Jesus to be saved, but Muslims/Jews can be saved?
· John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me
· John 8:24 I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.
· Mr. Graham taught one thing at his crusades, but said another when questioned by the media – in order to make the gospel more politically correct.
Jerry Falwell - abortion is murder … except in the cases of rape and incest?
· Exod 21:22-24 “If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes on him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot” (NKJV)
· Mr. Falwell understood abortion is murder - but if murder, abortion is always wrong.  Murdering an innocent baby because of his Dad’s sin in indefensible.

· Gal 5:21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Gay Marriage – it used to be that not one church allowed gay marriage; now many do

· Rom 1:26-27 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet.
· As you know, many Churches in recent years have been compromising the gospel on this point.

Adulterous Marriages - it used to be that no church allowed all these 2nd and 3rd marriages; now almost all churches allow it

· Matt 19:9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.
· Mark 6:17-18 For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her.  For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.
Once Saved Always Saved / A Christian Cannot Fall From Grace?

· Gal 5:4 Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace.
· Evidently Christians want a license to sin.  So they have compromised the gospel.
Women Preachers?

· I Cor 14:34-35 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience as also saith the law.  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.
· Most churches have compromised the gospel on this hot topic because of pressure from the Equal Rights Amendment (the ERA) movement.

We don’t have to pay our debts; but instead we may take bankruptcy?

· Romans 13:6-8 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.  Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.  Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.

· Psalms 37:21 The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth.

· Just because the government says it’s ok to steal, that doesn't make it right does it?

· Again, preachers are trying to water down the gospel to make it easier on people.

It is not always a sin to swear (like in court)?
· Matthew 5:33-34 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: But I say unto you, Swear not at all …
· If this doesn't say that all swearing is wrong, then what would God have to say?
· James 5:12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.
Women don’t have to really have long hair, but just have a feminine hairstyle?

· I Cor 11:15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.
· says long, not short or even medium

God has made his law the way "he hath pleased" (Psalms 115:3). Not accepting what Jesus teaches because it is hard, or because we don't agree with it, or because we don’t like it, or because we can't understand how it could be that way, or because we don't think it is fair - is totally disrespectful towards Jesus’ authority.  Jesus said in Matt 28:18 – “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me” (ESV).
Isn’t “all you have to do to be saved is accept Jesus Christ as your personal saviour” also watering down the gospel?

· Mark 16:16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved …
· Heb 5:9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him
