
I Corinthians 14:34-35
The Text
Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.

I really can’t think of any subject the Bible is clearer on than I Corinthians 14:34-35 forbidding “women preachers.”  Can you?

What Do I Mean By The Phrase "In The Church" ?

I mean exactly what the phrase means in I Corinthians 14:35b - "it is a shame for women to speak in the church."

Specifically I mean:

•
In the church ASSEMBLY.  The Greek word (Strong's #1577) that the KJV translates "church" in I Corinthians 14:35 is translated "assembly" in other translations.  Wigram-Green defines the word as "an assembled church."

•
"the whole church be come together into one place" - verse 23
•
for example, the 11:00 a.m. preaching service when all come together into one place

I do NOT mean only or anytime "in the church building."
Wherever I Corinthians 14:34-35 is talking about, I believe it is wrong for women to teach there.

I Corinthians 14:34-35

What, Whom, When
WHAT Is The Command?

•
keep silence  (verse 34)

•
not permitted ... to speak  (verse 34)

•
shame ... to speak  (verse 35)

To WHOM Does The Command Apply?

•
your women  (verse 34)

•
women  (verse 35)

WHEN Does The Command Apply?

•
if therefore the whole church be come together into one place  (verse 23)

•
in the churches  (verse 34)

•
in the church  (verse 35)

My opponent teaches that women may speak in the church.  This verse says women are NOT to speak in the church.

It Is NOT A Shame For Women To Speak In The Church ?
All of my opponent's arguments are made in an effort to prove "it is NOT a shame for women to speak in the church."  Even though I Corinthians 14:35b plainly says, "it is a shame for women to speak in the church."

I Corinthians 14:34a – Let your women keep silence in the churches, for it is not permitted unto them to speak
Opponent - Let your women preach in the churches, for it is permitted unto them to speak

I believe my opponent would admit his arguments are made to support this conclusion.  We will let him tell us for sure by checking the appropriate box …
Pat's opponent is trying to prove:

□
it is a shame for women to speak in the church
□
it is NOT a shame for women to speak in the church
Which of the above do you think my opponent will choose ?

Which of the above do you think I would choose ?

Which of the above do you think God would choose?
I Timothy 2:12
I Timothy 2:11-12:  Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.  But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.
WHAT Is The Command?

•
not ... to teach ... over the man
To WHOM Does The Command Apply?

•
woman

WHEN Does The Command Apply?

•
at all times, and that would certainly include the church assembly
I Tim 2:12 condemns a woman teaching over a man.  This would include:

•
leading a Bible class that has men in it (church assembly or not)

•
preaching to the church assembly
My opponent teaches that women may preach to the church (which includes men).  This verse forbids that !
What Is The Issue ?
THE ISSUE IS NOT → May women preach (teach the gospel) outside the assembly of the church?  I agree that they can, and they must:

•
Acts 8:1,4 - the whole church (including women) "went everywhere preaching the word."

•
Acts 2:17 - "your daughters shall prophesy” (preach through inspiration)
•
Acts 21:8-9 - Philip had four virgin daughters "which did prophesy"

•
Titus 2:3-4 - the aged women are to teach (the gospel) to young women

•
other passages

It is scriptural for women to teach the gospel, as long as they don't do it in the assembly of the church (I Corinthians 14:34-35), and as long as they don't teach "over" the man (I Timothy 2:12).  For example, a woman could teach a ladies Bible class at the church building, or at her home.

THE ISSUE IS  →  May women preach to the assembly of the church?  My opponent says they may.  The Bible says they may not.

May Women Be Pastors/Elders ?
Pastors (elders) are overseers and teachers over the congregation (Acts 20:17,28, I Peter 5:1-2).

The Bible PRECLUDES a woman from taking this leadership role:

•
I Corinthians 11:3 the head of the woman is the man

•
Ephesians 5:22-24 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church:  and he is the savior of the body.  Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.
•
I Timothy 2:11-12 Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection.  But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.
•
I Timothy 3:2 "A bishop then must be ... the husband of one wife" – (because it is a leadership role)   –

Can a woman be a husband ?
Woman's Role not = a leader of the congregation
Just A Cultural Matter ?
By this reasoning you could pretty much just throw out the whole New Testament, since all of it was written in the first century.

Before there ever was any culture, God said in Genesis 3:16 that the husband should “rule over” the wife.  That law hadn’t changed as we get to Jesus’ day (Ephesians 5:22-24 – “the husband is the head of the wife”).  Though culture had changed/developed immensely, the same rule remained, and still remains today.

The Bible was not meant to regulate or dictate cultural matters:

· Jesus said the Holy Spirit would guide the apostles “into all truth” (John 16:13), not etiquette.

· The Bible was not intended for just one period of time; instead, it was written to apply throughout the rest of history (I Peter 1:25 – “the word of the Lord endureth for ever”).

The reason given for why a woman is not to “teach, nor to usurp authority over the man,” is not temporary or because of current culture; instead, it goes back to the beginning, the creation (I Timothy 2:13 – “For Adam was first formed, then Eve”).  Since the facts of the creation haven’t changed, then neither has its dependent regulation in verses 11-12.

Just two verses after God revealed that women shouldn’t “speak in the church,” He wrote “the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.”  So it wasn’t culture; it was commandment.  God wisely headed off my opponent’s argument.
I Corinthians 14:34-35

Only Applied To That Time, That Place, And Those Persons ?

By that reasoning, what's to keep a homosexual from saying the prohibition against homosexuality in Romans 1:26-27 "only applied to that time, that place, and those persons"?

Let’s examine the surrounding context of I Corinthians 14:34-35:

•
the book itself was written to all Christians everywhere, then and now - "the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus" (I Corinthians 1:2)
•
this women preachers prohibition is inspired / from God Himself - "But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit … Which things also we speak not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth" (I Cor 2:10,13)

•
applied to all the congregations - "who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach every where in every church" (I Corinthians 4:17) 

•
"let your women keep silence in the churches" (universal), not just the Corinth church

•
the reason the Corinthian women were to keep silence in the church assembly is because "it is a shame for women (in general, ptd) to speak in the church" (I Cor 14:35)
•
two verses after his prohibition against women preachers, Paul said "the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord" (I Corinthians 14:37)
NT instruction is generally intended for all time, all places, all peoples
I Corinthians 14:34-35
Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.  And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.

I Timothy 2:11-12
Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness.  I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. - ESV
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