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Social/Recreational Use Of Building

Not Authorized
Colossians 3:17:  And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus …
Since the church owned building was paid for with the congregation's money, it should only be used for what the congregation's money (I Cor 16:1-2) can be used for, including:
•
preaching the gospel - Philippians 4:15-16

•
helping needy saints - I Timothy 5:16

•
facilitating worship assemblies - Hebrews 10:25

•
fun, food, and frolic -   ???
The New Testament does not authorize using church money and facilities for social or recreational uses (like pot-luck dinners and gymnasiums).
What The Issue Is Not
•
I believe the congregation must eat the Lord's Supper together (collectively, as the church).

•
And the Bible authorizes the congregation to use the church building and facilities for benevolent meals for needy Christians.

•
And I believe it is a good thing for the individuals of a congregation to get together for a meal or to play ball to visit with one another (as individuals, and not at the church owned building).

What The Issue Is:
•
I am opposed to the church assembly eating a common meal together (I Cor 11:17-34), even if it is under a tree somewhere.

•
I am opposed to the use of church funds (and therefore the church building) for social and/or recreational purposes (Colossians 3:17).
social – “An informal gathering of people for recreation or amusement; party” (Webster’s New World Dictionary)
I Corinthians 11:22,34 Condemns Congregational Meals (Paul’s Solution)

22What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame them that have not?  … shall I praise you in this?  I praise you not
34And if any man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come not together unto condemnation …
This passage is saying that eating done to satisfy hunger (verse 21) should be done at a time other than in the church assembly.

So the only time a church social meal is mentioned in the Bible, it is condemned.   (compare to “faith only” and James 2:24)
Why The Church Assembled
Acts 2:42   Worship

Acts 11:26   Preaching

Acts 14:27   Evangelism Report

Acts 15:1-4   Doctrinal Problems

Acts 6:1-6   Arranging Benevolence

Acts 4:31   Prayer

I Cor 5:4-5   Discipline

The congregation only assembled (as the church) for spiritual purposes, not for tic-tac-toe.  That is a fact.
Where is an approved record of the church ever meeting for a social meal ?
Essentials and Expedients
	Authority
	Essential
	Expedient
	Details

	Sing Heb 2:12
	Song
	song book
	song number

	Preach Acts 20:7
	Teacher
	projector
	power point

	Assemble
Hebrews 10:25
	Place
	church owned building
	rest room

	Church Social Meals  ???
	Place
	"fellowship hall"
	kitchen

	Church Sponsored Recreation  ???
	Place
	“Family Life Center”
	goals, ball


The church social meal and gymnasium are not authorized !
What Jesus Thought About Adulterating The Spiritual
John 2:13-16:

And … Jesus went up to Jerusalem, And found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:  And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew the tables; And said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise.

Isn’t providing fun, food, and frolic at the church building doing about the same thing in principle ?
Difference in Church and Individual Activity
Gary Grizzell quoting Dan Jenkins   (both are institutional preachers):

... God has limited the area in which the church can work ... It is time that we clearly focus on 2 divine institutions, the home & the church … There is nothing wrong with Christians being involved in youth camps, sports activity, banquets, etc.  There is nothing wrong with them using their money to accomplish anything that is not sinful.  However, when money is given to the church it becomes special, for then its use is limited to the areas in which the church is authorized to work!  Consider Acts 5 and the money of Ananias and Sapphira.  Peter said to them, "Whiles it remained, was it not thine own?  And after it was sold, was it not in thine own power?"  The answer is obvious.  Before it was given to the church it was under the … authority of those who had it.  But after it was given it was under the authority of the church!  There is individual activity, there is home activity and there is church activity.  (CFTF, 10-93)

· 2 or 3 individual Christians aren't the same as the church Matt 18:15-17
· If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.  I Timothy 5:16
It's not good enough to find authority for the individual for your practice; you must find authority for the church.
Can The Congregation
Do These Individual Activities ?
	Individual
	Church ?

	eat common meals  Acts 2:46
	church social meals ?

	bodily exercise  I Timothy 4:8
	church gymnasium ?

	go into business  Eph 4:28
	church business ?

	marital duties  I Cor 7:3-5
	church honeymoon suite ?


James W. Boyd   (an institutional preacher):

Brethren have for too long bought the false teaching that whatever an individual can do, the church can do.
The End Justifies The Means ?
Romans 3:8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose condemnation is just.
Surely if the end justifies the means, then Uzza did right in I Chronicles 13:7-10 when he touched the ark to steady it.

We have to actually provide authority for what we claim is authorized.  We can't just say that good is accomplished, therefore it is justified.
Common Meal Not Condemned

By I Corinthians 11 ?
I agree the Corinthians were changing the Lord's Supper into a common meal.

What is the solution Paul gives to the problem?:
if any man hunger, let him eat at home … (verse 34)
If an abuse were the only thing in question, why did Paul not just stop the abuse? Instead, he stopped the church social meals.

My opponent is right, they were eating a common meal as the church, and Paul told them to stop it!
I Cor 11:17-34 - General Condemning The Specific
Is I Corinthians 11:17-34 only condemning an abuse of the Lord's Supper?

It is true an abuse of the LS is specifically under consideration, but the solution given is more broad (condemns more) than just that, like:
	Passage
	Specific Application Made
	Other Correct Applications

	II John v.9
	confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh
	confess not that Jesus is Deity, or any false doctrine

	Matt 15:14
	the Pharisees
	any false teacher

	Romans 14:23
	eating meats
	any right we think is wrong

	I Cor 15:33
	denying the resurrection
	any immoral person

	II Thess 3:6,10
	brother that won't work
	any saint walking out of rank

	I Timothy 5:8
	take care of widows
	same - spouse, children, etc.

	Mark 10:27
	salvation of rich
	all things possible

	Heb 10:26
	forsaking assembly
	any willful sin

	I Cor 11:22,34
	eating LS to satisfy hunger
	eating for hunger in assembly


The words used (being general in nature) condemn more than just the specific thing under consideration in the context.
Sin To Eat At A Restaurant ?
Wouldn’t Pat's view of I Cor 11:17-34 make it a sin to eat at a restaurant?

· No, Paul is just giving one of the many available options to the Corinthians.  Note verse 22 - "have you not houses to eat and to drink in?”

· Guy Woods – He alluded to their houses as places in which to eat …, because this is where people ordinarily consume food (Q&A, Vol.2, 1986, p.355)
Paul was not binding where they should eat the common meal (to exclude a restaurant), but he was binding where they should not eat a common meal (in the church assembly).

This is just like I Corinthians 14:35:  Not that it is a sin for a woman to ask a Bible question to someone other than her husband, or at a restaurant, but that she should not ask the question in the church assembly.

Similarly, I Corinthians 11:34 is not saying it is a sin to eat at a restaurant, but that we should not eat a common meal in the church assembly.

And my opponent must really agree with this (Paul is giving one viable option), or he would have to think it is wrong for a woman to ask the regular preacher a Bible question at a local restaurant.
Paralleling I Corinthians 14:35a
with I Corinthians 11:34a
I Corinthians 14:35b And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home ...
I Corinthians 11:34a And if any man hunger, let him eat at home ...

Neither passage means the only place the given activity can be performed is at home.  But both passages mean the activity should not be done at the place in question, the church assembly.
Andy Admits I Cor 11:17-34 Forbids Church Common Meals

Andy Erwin on 3-18-2002:  The church at Corinth was eating together, but they couldn’t handle it correctly.  They got selfish, greedy, and so Paul revoked their privilege.  But did that revoke everybody else’s privilege?

So Andy is admitting the instruction of I Corinthians 11:17-34 is that the Corinthians should not have common meals in the church assembly, that the “interpretation” of the passage I presented on March 18, 2002 is correct.  But Andy is saying the same does not apply to us.

Andy needs to understand the following instruction:

· I Corinthians 14:37 … the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.
· John 16:13 … when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth.
· I Corinthians 4:17 ... who shall bring you into remembrance of my ways which be in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.
Andy’s problem is not in understanding the correct meaning of I Cor 11:17-34; his problem is in being willing to apply it to himself !
Acts 2:46 - Church Social Meal ?
the “they” in verse 46 is equal to the “their” in verse 45
Verse 45 is talking about individual Christians selling their goods for benevolence, just like Acts 4:34-5:4.

Notice the text says they met in the temple (publicly, as a congregation), and then they ate their common meals (privately, as individuals) from house to house.  That is exactly our practice, and what I am contending for.
Surely my opponent doesn’t think all 3000 Jerusalem church members were eating all together in one house?
They did what I Cor 11:22,34 instructs, eating their common meals at home. And that’s exactly what we do.
Acts 6:1-2
Church Social Meal ?
•
this was benevolence, not a social meal

•
the church did not feed everybody

•
only widows in need of "ministration" were fed

No affirmative case here
Acts 20:11

Assembly worship evidently ceased when Eutychus "fell down from the third loft" (verse 9)
In v.7, "Paul preached to them," but in v.11, Paul (not the church) ate "and talked a long while."

Pertinent facts:

•
the church assembly did not eat a common meal together

•
there is no evidence a church owned building was used for what happened in verse 11

no authority for church social meals found here
I Cor 11 Authorizes Church Social Meals ?

Evidently my opponent doesn’t understand the difference between an approved example and a disapproved example.

Do the following examples provide authority for?:

· Galatians 2:12-13 refusing to eat with Gentiles ?

· I Corinthians 6:1-8 taking your brother to law ?

· I Corinthians 5:1 (sexually) having your father’s wife ?

· I Corinthians 1:10-12 church divisions ?

· I Cor 15:12 teaching there is no resurrection of the dead ?

Then why would anybody think I Corinthians 11:17-34 provides authority for the church coming together for a common meal, a thing which the passage specifically condemns?
Jude verse 12, II Peter 2:13
Love Feasts ?
· This could be figurative meal, similar to I Corinthians 5:8.  If this is the case, they would be partaking of love instead of literal food.

· Barnes’ Notes says Jude verse 12 is talking about the Lord's supper.
· This could be a benevolent meal for the poor - Everett Ferguson (“institutional”), Abilene Christian (Hawk-Needham Discussion, pg.20).
- this fits the term “love feasts” very well
· Could be like Acts 2:46 - meals eaten at home by individual Christians.

There is no evidence these love feasts were done by the church assembly.

There is no evidence that church funds were used for these love feasts, though that would be permissible if it were benevolent in nature.
The church is not referred to in the whole book of Jude.
This verse cannot be talking about the assembly eating a meal to satisfy hunger (common/social meal) as that would contradict I Cor 11:17-34.
Jude verse 12 - Commentaries?
You can prove just about anything by commentaries.

Barnes on Jude verse 12:

The reference is probably to the Lord's Supper ... There is no evidence ... that such celebrations (festival immediately preceding the celebration of the Lord's Supper) had the sanction of the apostles.  They are nowhere else mentioned in the New Testament, or alluded to, unless it is in I Corinthians 11:17-34, an instance which is mentioned only to reprove it, and to show that such appendages to the Lord's Supper were wholly unauthorized by the original institution ... and can readily be accounted for without supposing that it had the sanction of the apostles, or that it existed in their time ... therefore they are not authorized in the New Testament.

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (page 70):

a common table at which the wants of the poor were supplied out of the abundance of the rich (Acts 6:1ff)

Aren't you glad we are to go by the Bible, not uninspired commentaries?
What Is Fellowship ?
If eating food is fellowship, then we couldn’t eat with unbelievers, denominational people (Ephesians 5:11), but that would contradict I Corinthians 5:10.

Wigram-Green defines the word "fellowship":

verb  (Strong’s #2841)  -  to share
noun  (#2842)  -  partnership, fellowship
adjective  (#2843)  -  generous, liberal
A good working definition for church "fellowship" in the New Testament is "spiritual sharing."

Is there one place in the NT where church "koinonia" refers to social meals or recreational activities?

Eating food does not edify spiritually (Romans 14:17); instead, feasting on the word of God does (Acts 20:32).
Fellowship (Socializing) Justifies Social Meals ?

My opponent contends the church sponsored social meal is authorized because it provides a means for Christians to fellowship (socialize).

First of all, fellowship and socializing are two completely different things.
Secondly, my opponent’s reasoning would allow for:

· church sponsored Super Bowl parties (giant widescreen TV)
· church sponsored piano recitals (concert piano)
· church sponsored Shakespeare plays (acting stage)
· church sponsored checker tournaments (game room)
· church sponsored basketball games (gymnasium)

· church sponsored swimming (pool)

· church sponsored golf tournaments (18 hole course)

· church sponsored horse racing (quarter mile track)

· church sponsored movies (theatre)

· church sponsored ???     (you fill in the blank)

We need a New Testament passage for authority.

Dinner On The Grounds ?
I am opposed to that for the purpose it is usually done.

But even if I were not opposed to it:

•
Past practice does not authorize anything.

•
What was the practice?

-
all day preaching and singing

-
horse and buggy days (can't get home between services)

-
practical necessity

-
no church money spent, no kitchen

•
How does that compare to your practice?

-
done for social reasons, not to facilitate assembling
-
kitchen built to facilitate a social meal

A preacher today could eat lunch when studying in his study, and listen to music, but would that justify a secular music concert?

Two wrongs can never make a right.
May The Church Do What Jesus Did ?

Will my opponent be consistent with this argument?:

· John 13:5-10 church wash feet ?

· Luke 5:4-6 church fishing business ?

The church should not do everything Jesus did:

· Jesus lived under the law of Moses - Galatians 4:4, Luke 5:14
· Jesus issued the limited commission - Matthew 10:5-7
· Jesus practiced John's baptism - Matthew 3:13, John 4:1-2

Jesus was an individual, and the authority for an individual and a congregation are different:

•
I Timothy 5:16 individual Christian to relieve, not the church
•
Matthew 18:15-17 tell Christians before telling the church
•
Acts 5:4 the money was Ananias’ before it was the church’s
How could Jesus’ example provide authority for the church, when the church was not in existence yet (Matt 16:18,Acts 2:47)?

John 6:26 – Jesus did not approve of feeding to get folks to come listen.
Do Incidentals Prove A Work Of The Church?
	Incidental
	Church Work ?

	water fountain in church building
	church social meal ?

	kids playing chase in parking lot
	church ball team ?

	teens discuss popular movie
	church movie theatre ?

	men talk football in foyer
	church football stadium ?

	women discuss recipes in foyer
	church cooking school ?

	brother instructs another on plumbing while fixing toilet
	church plumbing school ?

	preacher's son plays computer game while waiting on Dad
	public video game festival ?

	deacon's wife listens to radio while cleaning the building
	secular music concert ?

	man briefly rubs his sore bicep while listening to a sermon
	church massage parlor ?


I don't think you want to go there.

Multi-Purpose ?
If the church can build a building for what is authorized, why can't it use it for something else that is not authorized?

For the same reason a church cannot build a facility for worship and then convert it to a gymnasium when worship is finished.

For the same reason a church cannot build a large baptistry and then use it for a swimming pool later.

For the same reason a church cannot use their already existing auditorium for a super bowl viewing party.

The church is not authorized to play ball, swim, watch TV, nor are they authorized to eat a social meal together (as the church).
Only scripture will authorize the practice, not a man made justification.
Rest Rooms & Water Fountains ?
If water fountains are the same as church social meals, then an unfaithful Christian shouldn’t be allowed to drink at the water fountain (I Corinthians 5:11).
Rest room / water fountain - not parallel to a kitchen

· Rest rooms and water fountains are provided to facilitate the command to assemble for worship (Heb 10:25, Acts 20:7-8).
· Kitchens are used to facilitate church social meals.
Connie Adams:  whoever read in some bulletin where a congregation was having a "water drinking at the church drinking fountain … on Friday night?"  Or where there would be a "fellowship" at the church rest room on Monday night?
I can find the authority to assemble for worship.  Where is the authority for the church social meal ?

Andy Erwin Knows The Difference Between
The Church And The Individual

Andy Erwin said on March 18, 2002:  I don’t know of no Super Bowl party.  Now if individuals wanted to get together and have a Super Bowl party, then go for it.

That’s exactly what we say about church sponsored social meals and recreation.  The church has no business doing it; individuals may.
· I Timothy 5:16 If any man or woman that believeth have widows, let them relieve them, and let not the church be charged; that it may relieve them that are widows indeed.
· Acts 5:4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? And after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? ...
· Matthew 18:16-17 … if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, ...  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church
Authority for an individual to eat social meals and recreate is not good enough; we must have authority for the congregation to do it.
The Difference Between My Opponent’s Brethren

And My Brethren Is Really Attitude
Quotes From Andy Erwin on March 18, 2002:

· We have it (blacktop on Pasquo church parking lot) out here because they (the Pasquo church) wanted it.  And it justified spending the money from the treasury.  And y’all don’t kid yourselves; you’ve got blacktop instead of gravel in all your parking lots (if you have it) because you wanted it, not because its authorized from … scripture.

· If we’re going to call it straight down the letter of the law like that ... If I am going to resort to being that much of a Pharisee about it

My opponent’s method of “going by the Bible” is all wrong.  We are not supposed to do anything just because we “want to;” we can only do things that are authorized (Colossians 3:17).

We are to go by the spirit of the law and the letter of the law (Matthew 23:23b).  We are told to do exactly what the Bible teaches, not just get close (James 2:10).

The Pharisees were never condemned for going by the law too strictly (as my opponent implies); instead, they were condemned for making their own laws, for not going by the Old Testament as it was written - the same mistake my opponent is making.

Jesus approved of going strictly by the law  (Matthew 5:19).  Would my opponent call Jesus a Pharisee if He were alive today?
My opponent doesn’t really believe in following the Bible exactly as it reads.  What about you?

My Opponent Uses The Same Reasoning As A Methodist

My opponent teaches:

· That Jude verse 12 justifies church sponsored social meals, even though “feasts of charity” likely refers to charity meals for the poor or the Lord’s Supper.  There is no reason to think the verse is referring to church social meals.

· That the common meal Paul ate in Acts 20:11 might have been eaten in a church owned building, but it is admitted that the passage does not say or imply that.

My opponent’s reasoning is exactly like the reasoning of the Methodist on Lydia’s household in Acts 16:15.  Their reasoning is that a “household” could include infants, therefore Acts 16:15 is authorization for baptizing infants.

Instead, the Methodists need to conclusively prove a case of baptizing infants.

And my opponent needs to conclusively prove a case of a congregational social meal in a church owned building.

Colossians 3:17 demands that we give definite authority for our practice, not just mays and mights !
Peculiarly Religious ?
Mac Deaver’s made-up rule:

All passages which authorize the performance of an act based upon the peculiar ground of one’s being a Christian are passages which apply with equal force both to the church and to the individual Christian.

What does that mean anyway?  What is the "peculiar ground of one’s being a Christian"?:

· Does that mean our motive for doing it is that we are Christians?  Everything a Christian does should be motivated because he is a Christian (I Cor 10:31; Col 3:17).

· Is Mac referring to obligation? The law of Christ is for both saint and sinner (Mark 16:15), thus there are practically no obligations peculiar to one’s being a Christian.

We could say Acts 21:9 authorizes women to prophesy “upon the peculiar ground of one’s being a Christian.”  Was the whole congregation therefore authorized to prophesy?
· I Corinthians 14:34-35 women forbidden to speak in the assembly

· I Corinthians 14:29 only two or three are to prophesy in any one assembly

We cannot go by man-made rules.  There is no passage that teaches if an individual activity is “peculiarly religious,” then the church is authorized to do it.

If we want the church to engage in an activity, we must find authority for the church.

How eating a meal is “peculiarly religious” is beyond me.
It’s Superbowl Time in Tennessee !
(from bulletins of various churches of Christ)

It’s Superbowl Time in Tennessee … Farragut church of Christ … will host the area‑wide Superbowl party ... Come join us for food, fellowship, and fun – and the Superbowl on a huge, giant, very large and serious screen.  There will be surprise door prizes – footballs, jerseys, T-shirts, and more. … Pizza and other wholesome junk food and drinks.

Graymere Church of Christ, Columbia, TN … Afterwards (after worship) we will have food, several games (Flag Football, Volleyball, Basketball, Mixers), and prizes.
Business Professionalism … special series of lectures focusing on improving your business professionalism. … Featured Speaker:  Gary Bickford (Account Executive with The Du Pont Co. Medical Products Division) … Hosted by West End Church Of Christ, Knoxville, Tennessee.
Dave Ramsey will be hosting the Financial Peace Live Simulcast … Macedonia Church of Christ, Columbia, TN … Tickets to the event are only $19 … through the church office.
Financial Planning Seminar … A Common Sense Approach to the Family Budget … Homewood Church of Christ … Seminar Speakers:  Kevin Kilpatrick - Financial Planner with First Financial Group, Van Henley – Senior Tax Manager with Ernst & Young, Jerry Fox – Vice-President, Regional Loan Officer, Central Bank of Alabama

On May 21, 1994, the Scarboro Church of Christ, Oak Ridge, will be hosting its 12th annual Ladies Inspirational Day.  Along with speakers, a drama skit, door prizes, continental breakfast and luncheon, we will be sponsoring a fashion show.
Wacky Wednesday … every Wednesday at 6:00 … come join the fun - seen on Harvest (Alabama) Baptist marquee sign on 6-29-2016.
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