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Matthew 5:32

But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery:  and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.

NKJV:

But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife FOR ANY REASON except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery ...

This verse, by itself, proves my position !

The Difference Between

Matthew 5:32 And Matthew 19:9

Matthew 19:9
And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery

Matthew 5:32
But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery

Remarriage on the part of the one doing the putting away is not even discussed in Matthew 5:32.
A Crucial Comparison
John 3:5 ... Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
· If there is another way of entering heaven in addition to being baptized, then John 3:5 is not true.

Matthew 19:9 ... Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery ...
· If there is another ground for putting away one's spouse and marrying another in addition to fornication, then Matthew 19:9 is not true.

Matthew 5:32 ... whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery ...
· If there is another ground for putting away one's spouse period (even without remarriage) in addition to fornication, then Matt 5:32 is not true.

Matthew 5:32 - Fill in the Blanks

But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication   ...

or   ___________________

or   ___________________

or   ___________________

or   ___________________

or   ___________________

causeth her to commit adultery
I Cor 7:10 – Let Not The Wife Depart
And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband

It is a command of the Lord Jesus that a woman not depart from her husband … even if she never remarries.

This verse, by itself, proves my position !

Bound  =  Obligated

Sins Committed Along With
Divorce and/or Separation

Romans 7:2, I Corinthians 7:39 the woman is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth
bound - put under obligation (Thayer)

My opponent implicitly agrees that the man he is defending that divorces his wife for a reason other than fornication, is still bound to his wife (else the man could remarry).




He is still obligated!

Obligations that are violated at divorce:
1.
Husbands commanded to love their wives - Ephesians 5:25

2.
Wives commanded to love their husbands - Titus 2:4

3.
Sexual responsibilities commanded - I Corinthians 7:3-5

4.
Wives commanded to submit to and be obedient to their husbands - Ephesians 5:22, Titus 2:5

5.
Husbands commanded to dwell with their wives - I Peter 3:7

Malachi 2:14-16

God Hated Divorce Itself

(Not Just The Remarriage)
Malachi 2:14-16

verse 14
wife of thy covenant
verse 15
And did not he make one, ...


Therefore ... let none deal treacherously against the wife of his youth
verse 16
For the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that he hateth putting away
The Marriage Vows

Matthew 5:37  let your communication be, YEA, YEA
· For better OR FOR WORSE
· In sickness and in health
· For richer or for poorer
· Till death do us part

The vows are an agreement to stay together (even if things get "worse"), not just an agreement not to remarry if we divorce.
Romans 1:31 "covenant-breakers" are condemned
Matthew 19:6 Forbids Divorce Itself

(Even Without Remarriage)

The original question pertains only to divorce, not to remarriage.

verse 3
Question:  "Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?"

verse 6
Answer:  NO - "What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder."


Jesus' answer is NO!


What is your answer?

verse 9
"And" - Jesus goes on to say what additional sin is committed if a person remarries after committing the sin of divorce.
Who Decides What Causes ?

One writer said when an unbeliever is "not agreeing on an amiable relationship"

•
Drunkard ?

•
Does Not Provide ?

•
Mental Cruelty ?

•
Discourages Religious Activity ?

•
I Don't Love Him Anymore ?

•
Incompatibility ?

•
I Have Lost My Physical Attraction For Her ?

•
Fusses Too Much ?

•
Bites His Fingernails ?

How Do You Determine Where To Draw The Line ?

God Draws The Line At Fornication, And At Fornication Alone.
One Reason Is As Good As Another

When giving marriage advice or counseling, if you leave God's "fornication only" law, and throw it into human judgment, you will not be able to consistently forbid any divorce for any reason.  After all, their reason will be just as scriptural as yours.  You'll always have to say, "just don't get remarried."
Proposition
The Bible teaches it is a sin for a man to divorce his spouse for any reason other than fornication, even if he does not remarry.

The scriptures I use in this lesson to condemn divorce, likewise condemn separation.
Emotion (Difficult Situations)

Cannot Be Allowed To Decide This Question

•
Baptist:  branch falls on way to baptistry → therefore Mark 16:16 is wrong?
•
My Opponent:  married to a drunkard → therefore Matthew 5:32 is wrong?
married, but miserable?:  Rom 8:18, I Pet 4:19, II Cor 4:17
Nothing is as hard as Abraham having to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice.

The Biblical Texts must always decide every question.  Difficult hypothetical situations can be made up in an attempt to justify both sides of just about every issue.
Except
•
John 3:5 “except a man be born of water and of the Spirit" - rules out all other ways to enter the kingdom

•
John 6:44 "No man can come to me, except the Father ... draw him" - rules out all other ways to come to Jesus

•
Luke 13:3 "except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish" - rules out all other ways to avoid perishing

•
John 8:24 "except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins" (ASV) - rules out all other ways to avoid dying in your sins

•
John 14:6 "no man cometh unto the Father, but by me" - rules out all other ways to come to the Father

•
Matthew 19:9 "Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery" - rules out all other causes to divorce and remarry → used to refute Homer Hailey's desertion cause in I Corinthians 7:15
•
Matthew 5:32 "whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery" - rules out all other causes for divorce period (the divorcer's remarriage is not even under consideration in the verse)
Is Matthew 19:3-9 Only Condemning The Remarriage ?

What if the verse after Matthew 19:9 read "And I say unto you, Whosoever does not provide for his former wife is worse than an infidel?"

Would it be right to divorce for a reason other than fornication and remarry, as long as you send alimony to (provide for) your former wife?

The answer is NO – there are three potential sins:
· the Divorce would be a sin
· the Remarriage would be a sin
· the Failure to provide would be a sin

Luke 18:29-30 - Allow For Departing ?
… There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.

This is not talking about a man who wants to leave his wife because of some perceived incompatibility (as my opponent is contending for); it is talking about someone making a sacrifice for the Lord, a man having to leave his wife when he loves her and doesn’t want to leave her.
Specifically it is talking about a man who loves and wants to keep his wife, but the union is unscriptural/adulterous, therefore he must make a sacrifice for God and leave his wife “for the kingdom of God’s sake” (not for his own sake).
For example - If Herod had terminated his marriage with Herodias (Mark 6:17-18), wouldn't that have been "for the kingdom of God's sake"?
Committing sin (divorcing your wife unscripturally) is the very opposite of doing something for the kingdom of God’s sake.

I Corinthians 7:11 / Deut 22:28-29 - If, Contingency Legislation

Let not the wife depart from her husband ...

But and IF she depart, ...

Some argue that Paul would not have told the woman what to do if she departed, unless departing was right.

But notice Deuteronomy 22:28-29:

IF a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with her, and they be found; Then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he that humbled her, he may not put her away all his days.

By this reasoning, Moses would not have told the man what to do if he committed fornication, unless the fornication was right.

Contingency legislation does not necessarily condone or condemn the contingency.

I Corinthians 7:11 doesn't allow for departing any more than Deuteronomy 22:28-29 allowed for fornication.
I Corinthians 7:11 / I John 2:1

But And If, Contingency Legislation

Let not the wife depart from her husband ...

But and if she depart, ...

Some argue that Paul would not have told the woman what to do if she departed, unless departing was right.

But notice I John 2:1:

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  (ESV)
By this reasoning, John would not have told us what to do if we sinned, unless it was right to sin.

Contingency legislation does not necessarily condone or condemn the contingency.
I Corinthians 7:11

Let Her Remain Unmarried Or Be Reconciled

The opposing view:
Either option is equally acceptable.

My view:
· "Be reconciled" is required when possible, because repenting of the sin of departing (verse 10) requires returning.  "Remain unmarried" is only acceptable if reconciliation is not available (i.e., he won't take her back).
· Reconciliation requires cooperation from both parties, so an alternative (remain unmarried) is given in the event reconciliation is unavailable.
· The phrase "remain unmarried" is forbidding the committing of the additional sin of adultery (additional to the sin of departing, verse 10).

From just the wording of the phrase "remain unmarried, or be reconciled," either of the above understandings is equally possible.

However, the opposing view of verse 11 contradicts the verse just before it (verse 10), therefore the opposing view is incorrect.
I Corinthians 7:11

Two Options, But Are They Equal ?

I Corinthians 7:11:  But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband
The opposing view says that the word "or" implies that two equally right options are given.

But notice a Parallel - Revelation 3:15:

I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot:  I would thou wert cold or hot.

Did the Laodiceans have the scriptural "option" to be cold?

Conclusion:
I Corinthians 7:11 is not parallel to Revelation 3:15 in every respect, but it is parallel in the specific that two "options" separated by "or" are given, where one "option" is not just as good as the other.
I Corinthians 7:11 - The Order Of The Options
But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband

The argument is made that if "be reconciled" were preferred over "remain unmarried," then it would have been listed first.

This argument says God actually prefers "remain unmarried" over "be reconciled," because the order is significant.  Who can believe it?

But notice Revelation 3:15:

I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot:  I would thou wert cold or hot.
God obviously prefers HOT, though he lists it second.  The order is not significant in Revelation 3:15 ...

Neither is the order significant in I Corinthians 7:11 !
I Corinthians 7:11 / Galatians 5:14-15

Right To Depart As Long As You Remain Unmarried ?

Notice the Parallel

	I Corinthians 7:10-11
	Galatians 5:14-15

	let not the wife depart from her husband:
	Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

	But and if she depart,
	But if ye bite and devour one another,

	let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband
	take heed that ye be not consumed one of another


Is it right to "bite and devour one another" as long as you "take heed that ye be not consumed one of another"?

No, therefore the parallel:
It is not right to "depart" as long as you "remain unmarried."
I Corinthians 7:11 / James 3:13-14

Right To Depart As Long As You Remain Unmarried ?

Notice the Parallel

	I Corinthians 7:10-11
	James 3:13-14

	let not the wife depart from her husband:
	let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.

	But and if she depart,
	But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts,

	let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband
	glory not, and lie not against the truth


Is it right to "have bitter envying and strife in your hearts" as long as you "lie not against the truth"?

No, therefore the parallel:
It is not right to "depart" as long as you "remain unmarried." 

I Corinthians 7:12 - If Unbeliever Not Pleased To Dwell

"If" Implies The Converse Is True ?

I Corinthians 7:12:  If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away
The argument is that if the unbeliever is not pleased to dwell, then the believer may put her away.

But notice a similar passage, I Corinthians 7:28:
... if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned

According to this reasoning, this verse would imply that "if a virgin does not marry, she hath sinned."

Notice also Matthew 11:14:

And, if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come.

According to this reasoning, this verse would imply that "if ye will not receive it, this is not Elias, which was for to come."

The "if" construction doesn't necessarily mean the converse is true.
I Corinthians 7:12 - If Unbeliever Not Pleased To Dwell

Two Conditions

Notice in I Corinthians 7:12 that we have a conclusion based upon two conditions:

1.
If any brother hath a wife that believeth not

2.
(if) she be pleased to dwell with him

If it is valid to take the converse of the conclusion if the 2nd condition is not met (but the 1st condition is met), then why wouldn't it be valid to take the converse of the conclusion if the 1st condition is not met (but the 2nd condition is met)?

Therefore, by this reasoning, the verse would also teach that "If any brother hath a wife that does believe, and she is pleased to dwell with him, then the Christian may leave."

My opponent's reasoning is obviously not sound.
I Corinthians 7:12 - If Unbeliever Not Pleased To Dwell

The Converse

When I Corinthians 7:12-13 talks about the unbeliever being pleased to dwell with the believer, it is the same as saying that the unbeliever is willing to dwell with the believer, that the unbeliever does not depart himself from the believer.  If the unbeliever does not depart (v.15), then he/she is pleased to dwell with the believer, even if the relationship is not perfect.

The converse of the unbeliever being "pleased to dwell" in verses 12 and 13 is found in verse 15, "if the unbelieving depart."

So what we have is:

If they are not pleased to dwell with you (verse 12), that is, if they depart, then let them depart (verse 15).

NOT ... if they are not pleased to dwell with you, then leave them yourself or put them away.
Let the Bible explain itself !
I Peter 2:13-3:7

Submission To The Froward

The Context is Submission

2:13
submission to government

2:18
Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward/harsh.
2:19-25
submission even if it requires "suffering wrongfully"

3:1
LIKEWISE ("In the same way," NAS), ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands ...
Even if the husband is froward/harsh ...
Even if it requires suffering wrongfully ...
We must do what God says!  It is not optional.
Choridzo (Strong's #5563)
Condemns Divorce And Separation
Choridzo does not mean "divorce":
· Wigram-Green - to separate, divide, to be separated, depart
· The word … choridzo … occurs 13 times in the Greek New Testament, and neither the King James Version nor the American Standard ever translates this word "divorce" (Roy Deaver, Bales-Deaver Debate, pg.65) or "put away"
· Just like the word “left” in “she left her husband” could be used to refer to divorce (even though “left” does not mean “divorce”), “choridzo” could be used to refer to divorce.  And it could include divorce, but there can be choridzo (separation, putting asunder) without divorce

· example uses:  Phil 15, Acts 1:4, 18:1, 2, Rom 8:35, 39, and Heb 7:26

· leave (NASB), separate (ESV, NIV, RSV), depart (KJV, ASV)

· I count 37 translations of I Cor 7:10 at BibleStudyTools.com and not one has “divorce”

· Divorce (except for fornication) and remarriage is adultery Matthew 19:9
· Divorce (except for fornication), even with no remarriage is sin (though not adultery) - Matthew 5:32
· Separation is also sin - choridzo in Matthew 19:6, Mark 10:9, I Corinthians 7:10  (only exception being divorce for fornication)
Mike Willis On Divorce Not For Fornication, With No Remarriage

a. A person may have to divorce his mate to break an unscriptural marriage (Matt. 19:9). In this case, one is divorcing for the kingdom of heaven's sake. 

b. A person may have to leave his mate to become or remain a Christian (Luke 18:29-30; 1 Cor. 7: 15; Matt. 10:34-48; Luke 14:26). In this case, one is divorcing for the kingdom of heaven's sake. 

c. A person may be in a marriage relationship in which his mate runs up bills which he has no intention of paying. In this case, one's responsibility to God to pay one's bills would demand that he not be supportive of his mate's ungodly behavior (Rom. 13:8). 

d. A mate may be abusive to the children (beating). A person has a responsibility to bring up his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:1-4). To fulfill that responsibility, may require him to leave his mate to provide for the children. 

e. There are some cases in which one must leave to have physical and emotional health. One's obligation to serve God would require him to preserve his physical & emotional well being.

f. Sometimes a couple becomes so alienated from each other, the hostilities have reached such a point, that they must live apart.
(1) Cf. Prov. 21:9; 25:24; 1 Cor. 7:15-16. 

(2) We cannot force them to stay together. 

(3) The Scriptures do not teach a person that he must become a doormat to his partner to keep the marriage together. A person who becomes another's doormat will do more to destroy his mate's love and respect for him than about anything else he can do. A person has to maintain his own self-esteem to have proper Bible love. One is to love his neighbor "as himself" and the husband is to love his wife "as his own body" (Matt. 22:39; Eph. 5:33).

g. Obviously, there is going to have to be left some room for judgment in these matters. (Those who allow a "separation" but not a "divorce" agree that there are some areas of human judgment that we must leave for each other.) 

C. Sometimes we place the blame for divorce on the wrong shoulders -- we blame the mate who has reached the end of his rope in tolerating an intolerable situation and in his desperation has filed for a divorce, rather than blaming the one guilty of the ungodliness who created the intolerable circumstances. 

D. If one must separate from his mate in order to serve his God, that is exactly what he should do!
Matthew 5:32

“Causeth Her To Commit Adultery”
What Does It Mean?
I Cor 7:3-5 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.  The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.  Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.

It is a sin to put a stumbling block before another person – I Cor 8:9-12:

9But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak.  10For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; 11And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?  12But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.
Luke 18:29-30 – Absurdities  (by David McKee)
… There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting.
 “Owe no one anything” (Romans 13:8a), “the wicked borroweth, and payeth not again” (Psalms 37:21) … unless making the payments for your house becomes an emotional or financial burden. Then you may, “for the sake of the kingdom of God,” walk away from the responsibility and obligation of paying what you owe on your house (Luke 18:29).

“Children…honor your father and mother” (Ephesians 6:2), “but if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his own household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever” (I Timothy 5:8) … unless your father and mother become an emotional or financial burden. Then you can, “for the sake of the kingdom of God,” walk away from all responsibility towards them (Luke 18:29).

“Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward” (Psalms 127:3), “Fathers, bring up your children in the training and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4), “Admonish the young women to love their children.” (Titus 2:4) … unless your children become an emotional or financial burden. Then, “for the sake of the kingdom of God,” walk away from any responsibility you have towards them (Luke 18:29).

 “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her” (Ephesians 5:25), “what God has joined together, let not man separate” (Matthew 19:6) … unless she becomes an emotional or financial burden. Then you can, “for the sake of the kingdom of God,” divorce her and sever all responsibility towards her (Luke 18:29).
Reconciliation Is Required

(After Unscriptural Divorce)
I Corinthians 7:11 requires reconciliation when that option is available, that is, when the former spouse is willing to take you back.

Matthew 5:32 as long as you are separated (refusing to reconcile), causing to sin continues

I Cor 7:3-5 as long as separated, this sin continues

I Peter 3:7 we are not obeying the command to “dwell” if dwelling with the wrong woman, or even with no woman
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