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Matthew 22:14

Many Are Called, But Few Are Chosen

Matthew 22:14 teaches there is a difference in number in those who are called, that is, those whom Jesus died for (many), and those who are chosen, that is, those who receive the benefits of his death (few).  This contradicts my opponent's position that all who are called are chosen.

This verse shows it is possible to refuse God’s calling, as in Proverbs 1:24 - “Because I have called, and ye refused …”

This verse teaches there are some who are called (by the gospel – II Thessalonians 2:14, given the option) to accept salvation, but who are not chosen (do not accept salvation).  That calling is empty if Jesus did not die for them.  You can’t be given the opportunity unless Jesus died for you; else the invitation would be a lie.
Luke 19:10
. the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost
This verse teaches that Jesus came to seek and to save (die for) whoever was lost.  My opponent would agree that the “lost” would include everybody.  So Jesus died for everybody, unlimited!

Syllogism:

1.
All people (elect and non-elect) are lost.

2.
Christ came to save (die for) those that were lost.
3.
Therefore, Christ died for the elect and non-elect.

Conclusion:

Since Christ died for the lost, and since non-elect are lost, therefore Christ died for the non-elect.
Romans 5:18
Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.

Though we don't agree on exactly how it came about, my opponent and I do agree that the judgment that "came upon all men to condemnation" came upon all men, that is, it is an unlimited judgment.

The "all men" in the "b" of the verse who are recipients of the free gift must be the same as the "all men" of the "a" part of the verse, else the parallelism of the passage is destroyed.

Therefore the "all men" who are recipients of the free gift refers to all men unlimited!
Some For Whom Christ Died
Will Be Destroyed/Condemned
Romans 14:15,23
But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, … Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. … he that doubteth is d‑a‑m‑n‑e‑d if he eat, because he eateth not of faith …

Same Greek word as “destroy” in Matthew 10:28b:  but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in h-e-l-l
Same Greek word as “d-a-m-n-e-d” in Mark 16:16:  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be d-a-m-n-e-d.
There is no stronger word to mean spiritually lost than “d-a-m-n-e-d.”

Notice that this passage teaches that some for whom Christ died will be destroyed, that is, d-a-m-n-e-d.
This contradicts my opponent's position that all for whom Christ died will be saved.  Christ's atonement is not limited to the saved.

Some For Whom Christ Died Will Perish
I Corinthians 8:11

through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died
So it is possible for one for whom Christ died to “perish” (Strong’s #622):

· Mt 10:28 fear him which is able to destroy both soul & body in h-e-l-l
· Matthew 18:11 come to save that which was lost.
· John 3:16 … that whosoever believeth in him should not perish
· II Thessalonians 2:10-12 unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved … That they all might be d-a-m-n-e-d
· II Peter 3:9 not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
Notice this verse teaches that some for whom Christ died will perish spiritually.  This contradicts my opponent's position.  He believes all for whom Christ died will be saved.  Christ's atonement is not limited to those that are saved !
II Corinthians 5:14
For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead
•
My opponent and I agree that the "all" who were dead is not limited to the saved/elect, but is unlimited.

•
The "all" who Jesus died for would be the same in this verse as the "all" who were dead.

•
Therefore the "all" who Jesus died for is not limited to the saved/elect; instead it is unlimited!

Jesus "died for ALL" !
Galatians 4:4-5
But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

Syllogism:

· All Jews (elect and non-elect) were under the law
· Christ died to redeem them that were under the law
· Therefore, Christ died for the elect and non-elect
Conclusion:  Since Christ died for all those under the law, and since more than just the elect were under the law, therefore Christ died for more than just the elect.
Galatians 5:2
IF … , Christ Shall Profit You Nothing
Behold, I Paul say unto you, that if ye be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing.
Gal5:2 shows that a particular man can either be profited by Christ’s death or not profited by Christ’s death, depending upon what that man does.
For example, if a Christian does not try to bind circumcision as NT law, then Christ’s death will profit him.  That proves Christ must have died for him, else it would be impossible for him to profit from Christ’s death.

But if that same man does try to bind circumcision, then Christ’s death will not profit him.  We have already established that Christ died for this particular man, but this verse says His death will not profit the man.

The conclusion is that Christ died for somebody who could be lost; He didn’t just die for the saved/elect.  Christ died for everybody, but only those who obey him (Heb 5:9) take advantage of that death (are saved).

The language here is very plain for anybody who is willing to accept it
I Timothy 2:6
Jesus Died For ALL

I Timothy 2:6:  who (Christ Jesus) gave himself a ransom for all ...
Who is the all in this context?

•
verse 1  Does my opponent pray for "all men" or just the elect?

•
verse 2  If "all men" of v.1 is just "all the elect," then that would mean all rulers ("kings, and ... all that are in authority"), including Hitler, are just coincidently of the saved/elect.
I Timothy 4:10

Universal Provision / Individual Application
... God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.

This verse is first saying that Jesus died for (making salvation available to) all men, and then it is saying that those that believe are the ones that take advantage of (accept) the benefits of his death (as in Hebrews 5:9 → Jesus is the "author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him").

notice that God ... is the Saviour of all men →
the Calvinist thinks Jesus did not die for all men

Compare "specially" (Strong's #3122) with Galatians 6:10

do good unto all … especially unto them who are of the household of faith
Galatians 6:10 necessarily implies that Christians are to do good unto them who are not of the household of faith (non-Christians).

“specially of those that believe” in I Tim 4:10 then →
necessarily implies that Jesus died for even unbelievers/non-elect
Opponent’s version:  God is the Saviour of the elect, specially of the elect.
Jesus Died For Every Man
Hebrews 2:9
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
What more can I say ?
II Peter 2:1ff

1But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in d‑a‑m‑n‑a‑b‑l‑e heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

4,9if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to h‑e‑l‑l, & delivered them into chains of darkness, … reserved unto judgment; …The Lord knoweth how to … reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished.
These “false teachers” were "bought" by the Lord (Jesus, 1:16), that is, He died for them:
· I Corinthians 6:20 and 7:23 bought with a price
· Revelation 5:9 redeemed us to God by thy blood  (also Revelation 14:3 and 4)
· Matthew 20:28 to give his life a ransom for many
· Matthew 26:28 this is my blood … which is shed for many for the remission of sins
These “false teachers” became lost:

· bring in condemnable heresies, bring upon themselves swift destruction
· denying the Lord

· pernicious ways, covetousness, feigned words, make merchandise of you

· their condemnation (stronger word in KJV) slumbereth not

· reserved unto the day of judgment to be punished

· servants of corruption

Jesus' atonement was not limited to the elect/saved !
I John 2:2
And he is the propitiation for our sins:  and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

"propitiation" and "atonement" mean the same thing theologically:
· Thesaurus.com has "propitiation" as a synonym of "atonement"

· the word translated "propitiation" in I John 2:2 is the same Greek word translated "atonement" in the Septuagint version of Lev 25:9
· Jesus is the propitiation for our sins, that is, the saved/elect

· and not for ours only → He is the propitiation for the sins of people other than the saved/elect

· but also for the sins of the whole world → my opponent believes that Jesus did not die for the sins of the whole world
In whatever sense Jesus died for the elect, he also died for the non-elect, that is, He died for their sins.
Jesus Died For The Whole World
I John 2:2:  And he (Jesus) is the propitiation for our sins:  and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
I John 4:14 - ... the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.

John 3:17 - ... God sent ... his Son ... that the world ... might be saved.
John 4:42 - ... this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.
John 6:51 - ... and the bread that I (Jesus) will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.
John 12:47 - ... for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.
I don't know of a single verse in the Bible that uses the word "world" to refer to the saved/elect only.  Do you?
If the atonement is limited, someone forgot to tell the apostle John !
God's Desire Is For All To Be Saved

God's desire for all to be saved, necessarily implies that all have the opportunity to be saved, which implies that Jesus died for all, unlimited.

II Peter 3:9:  The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, … but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
I Timothy 2:4:  Who (God) will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
Whosoever

The Bible invites "whosoever" will to be saved.  This necessarily implies that all have the opportunity to be saved (else the invitation is a lie), which implies that Jesus died for all to give that opportunity to all, unlimited.

John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

John 12:46  I am come ... into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.
Romans 10:13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
Revelation 3:20  Behold, I stand at the door, and knock:  if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him ...

Mark 16:15-16  ... Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ...
I Timothy 4:10

Saviour Physically/Temporally? - How The Word Is Used
The word “Saviour” (#4990) is in New Testament 24 times.  Not once does it refer to a physical/temporal salvation.

New Testament examples  of the use of “Saviour” include:

· Acts 5:31 Him hath God exalted … to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance … and forgiveness of sins.
· II Timothy 1:10 … our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
· Titus 2:13-14 our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify … a peculiar people
· Titus 3:4-7 … the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; … That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
Why not just accept the obvious meaning of I Timothy 4:10 ?
Matthew 1:21
thou shalt call his name Jesus:  for he shall save his people from their sins
If Matthew 1:21 is talking about "save" in the sense of "die for," it doesn't help my opponent's position:
It wouldn't teach that Jesus would die for his people only.  Other passages teach that he died for the whole world (for example, I John 2:2).

There would be no contradiction:

•
If I say, "I provide for my children," does that imply that I don't provide for my wife also?

•
Galatians 2:20 Paul said Jesus “gave himself for me.”  Did Jesus die for Paul and no one else?

•
Galatians 4:4-5 Jesus was sent "to redeem them that were under the law."  If that means Jews only, then us Gentiles are out in the cold!

But I don't understand that "save" in Matthew 1:21 is used in the sense of "die for."  Instead, it is used in the sense of the sinner actually receiving the benefits of Christ's death, that is, the forgiveness of sins, as in Mark 16:16.  Only the saved have accepted that benefit.

Jesus Died For Many
Yes, Matthew 20:28, 26:28, Hebrews 9:28, and Isaiah 53:12 teach Jesus died for "many”

Random House College Dictionary:

many - a large or considerable number of persons or things
I would say that every person that ever lived would constitute "a large or considerable number of persons" wouldn't you?

Sometimes "many" refers to "less than all," but sometimes it does not.  So "many" does not necessarily imply "less than all."  Examples where “many” refers to “all”:

•
There are many mountains, but only one Mount Everest.

•
There are many canyons, but only one Grand Canyon.

•
Romans 5:19a/18a For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners ... Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation
•
Romans 5:15b/18b the gift of grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many ... by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification
Matthew 22:14 – “For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Obviously the many that are called (the ones Jesus dies for) are more than the ones that are chosen (the ones that are saved), right?  Is this “many” all, or just the elect?
In Matthew 20:28, 26:28, Hebrews 9:28, and Isaiah 53:12, the point is not that Jesus died for "less than all.”  The point is that Jesus died for a large number of people.  Other passages show that this large number of people was all the people.
John 6:37
All that the Father giveth me shall come to me …

My opponent says that “all that the Father giveth me” is equivalent to those whom Jesus died for.  That is just an unproven assertion. 

God gives us ... our daily bread (Matthew 6:11), but that doesn’t mean He forces bread upon us without any work on our part.  Sometimes, God does things though means, not by force:

●
God hardened Pharaoh’s heart  Exodus 7:13, 9:12, 10:1, 20, 27, 11:10, 14:8

●
Pharaoh hardened his own heart  Exodus 8:15, 8:32, 9:34

How can both be true?  God hardened Pharaoh’s heart through means (relief from the 10 plagues), and not against his will, by force.

And neither is the John 6 coming forced/unconditional – John 5:40:

But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life.  (NKJV)
When you compare John 6:65 with verses 44-45, you see that God “gives” sinners to Jesus through means, by drawing them with His word – teaching, hearing, and learning, then coming - not by force (Rom 10:17, 1:16).  Now without God’s drawing thru the word, nobody would come to Him.
Matthew 22:14 many are called, but few are chosen – this call is not necessarily successful

Romans 8:30 whom He called, them He also justified – refers to the successful call

the Jn 6 draw/give refers to the successful draw/call (those with an “honest & good heart” -Lk 8:15)
The PB doesn't even believe his own argument on this.  John 10:27,29 teaches that God gives Jesus the sheep, and that those sheep follow Jesus (i.e., they are Christians).  But Primitive Baptists say Jesus died for more than just Christians; they say the elect includes those who have never even heard of Jesus, much less follow Him!

John 10:11,15
... and I lay down my life for the sheep.

These verses don't say that Jesus would lay down his life for his sheep only.  Other passages teach that he died for the whole world (for example, I John 2:2). 

There is no contradiction:

•
If I say, "I provide for my children," does that imply that I don't provide for my wife also?

•
Galatians 2:20 Paul said Jesus “gave himself for me.”  Did Jesus die for Paul and no one else?

•
Galatians 4:4-5 Jesus was sent "to redeem them that were under the law."  If that means Jews ONLY, then us Gentiles are out in the cold!

Jesus died for everybody, but only the sheep (his followers) accept/receive the benefits of his death (I Timothy 4:10)

The Primitive Baptist doesn't even believe his own argument here.  He believes that Jesus died for more than just Christians (those that follow him, his sheep, verse 27).  He believes that people will be saved who have never even heard of Jesus, much less follow him!
Jesus Died For The Church
Acts 20:28, Ephesians 5:23-26
These passages don't say that Jesus died for those in the church only.  Other passages teach that he died for every man (I John 2:2, notice that II Peter 2:1ff teaches that He even bought the lost). 

There is no contradiction:

•
If I say, "I provide for my children," does that imply that I don't provide for my wife also?

•
Galatians 2:20 Paul said Jesus “gave himself for me.”  Did Jesus die for Paul and no one else?

•
Galatians 4:4-5 Jesus was sent "to redeem them that were under the law."  If that means Jews ONLY, then us Gentiles are out in the cold!

Jesus died for everybody, but only the sheep (his followers) accept/receive the benefits of his death (I Timothy 4:10).  In Acts 20:28 Paul is saying Jesus died for the church because that is who he happens to be talking about at the time.
The Primitive Baptist doesn't even believe his own argument here.  He believes that Jesus died for more than just those in the church (Christians).  He believes that people will be saved who have never even heard of the church, much less become a member of it!

Hebrews 10:14
For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.

If "perfected" did mean "die for” in Hebrews 10:14, it still wouldn't help my opponent's position:

It wouldn't teach that Jesus died for the sanctified only.  Other verses teach that he died for every man (e.g., Hebrews 2:9).

There would be no contradiction: 

•
If I say, "I provide for my children," does that imply that I don't provide for my wife also?

•
Galatians 2:20 Paul said Jesus “gave himself for me.”  Did Jesus die for Paul and no one else?

•
Galatians 4:4-5 Jesus was sent "to redeem them that were under the law."  If that means Jews ONLY, then us Gentiles are out in the cold!

But "perfected" here is not used in the sense of "die for."  It refers to the sinner actually receiving the benefits of Christ's death, i.e., the forgiveness of sins, as in Mark 16:16.  Only the sanctified have accepted that benefit.  Jesus’ one offering/death gives opportunity for everyone to be perfected.  Unfortunately, not everyone takes advantage of that opportunity.

Atonement Weak and Powerless ?
Could God have done it this way if he wanted to?  If yes, then you have no argument.  The issue goes back to what did God want to do?  What did he say in his word that he would do?

John 3:14 ("And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up") compares the atonement to the serpent of brass on a pole in Numbers 21:9.

Whoever looked upon the serpent was healed of their snakebite.  Whoever refused to look was not healed.  Does this mean that God's healing was "weak and powerless," because it did not heal those who would not look?

Who is more generous, a man who buys a ticket to a ballgame for WHOSOEVER wants to go, or a man that only buys tickets for ten?

God’s view says the atonement is unlimited, it gives everybody an opportunity.  My opponent's view says the atonement is limited.  Which one is more powerful?
The atonement is exactly as God desired it.

It accomplishes everything God intended it to.
Unlimited Atonement Implies

Unlimited Opportunity For Salvation

I John 4:14-15 - ... the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.  Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.

John 6:51 - ... and the bread that I (Jesus) will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world … if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever
So it is true that if you disprove one point of Calvinism, then the whole system falls !
I Timothy 4:10

Saviour Physically/Temporally – Why Not?
My opponent’s take on I Tim 4:10 is that it is only referring to the “providential preservation of men.”  By this he means a “temporal” (physical) preservation.  First, doesn’t that understanding seem forced just in order to fit a preconceived notion?  Why should Christians be more willing to labor and suffer reproach just because God provides for the physical preservation of all men?  That doesn’t follow.  But it certainly does follow to say we are willing to labor and suffer reproach in this life because God will saves us spiritually (eternally); we have heaven to look forward to when the trials of this life might otherwise get us down.

I Tim 4:10 can’t be referring to the physical preservation of “all men” because God simply does not do that.  Many men die in the womb; they are not physically preserved in any sense.  Were the millions that died in Noah’s flood providentially preserved by God?  What about the thousands that died in the terrorists attacks on Sept 11, 2001?  But according to my opponent, I Tim 4:10 is teaching God providentially preserves “all men”?  Talk about “asking men to believe in a savior that does not save.”
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