Affirmative


















Chart Listing - Once Saved Always Saved
26.
The Logical Conclusion Of OSAS (the Martin Luther and Sam Morris quotes)

29.
Genesis 2:17 Adam And Eve Lost Their Saved Relationship With God
5.
John 15:2,6

6.
Acts 8:12-13, 22-23

25.
Romans 14:15,23

9.
I Corinthians 8:11
10.
I Corinthians 9:27

27.
I Corinthians 15:1-2 Christians Will Be Saved IF

11.
Galatians 5:4

28.
I Timothy 5:12 Having Condemnation, Because They Have Cast Off Their First Faith

34.
II Timothy 2:12b If We Deny God, He Will Deny Us

13.
Hebrews 3:12

14.
Hebrews 10:26-29
15.
James 5:19-20

16.
II Peter 1:9-11

17.
II Peter 2:1ff - If The “Limited Atonement” Position Is True
18.
II Peter 2:20-22
19.
I John 1:9

22.
Revelation 3:5, 22:19

23.
A Christian’s Salvation Is Conditional

30.
If A Christian Quits Obeying God, He Will Be Lost
31.
The Unconditional Preservation Of The Saints ?

24.
The Unalterable Perseverance Of The Saints ?

38.
Once A True Christian, Is It Impossible To Quit?

32.
II Chronicles 15:2 If You Forsake Him, He Will Forsake You

33.
What Happens When? - Matt 12:31-32 And Matt 6:14-15

Negative

2.
Jeremiah 32:40

3.
John 3:36 Hath Everlasting Life

35.
John 6:39 - Of All Which He Hath Given Me I Should Lose Nothing
4.
John 10:27-28
37.
Romans 8:29-30 All Called End Up Being Justified And Glorified
7.
Romans 8:38-39

8.
I Corinthians 3:15

36.
I Corinthians 3:15 – The Flow Of The Chapter

12.
Ephesians 4:30

20.
I John 2:19 Not Of Us At The Time They Left Us

21.
I John 2:19 From The King James Version
Jeremiah 32:40
… I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.

This phrase is stating intended purpose for Godly fear (not certainty) like:

Baseball players should wear helmets when batting, that they don’t get hurt.
Exodus 4:8-9 … that they will believe the voice of the latter sign.  And it shall come to pass, if they will not believe also these two signs …
Acts 4:17 But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak henceforth to no man in this name.
Acts 15:20 … we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.
In using Jeremiah 32:40, my opponent is admitting that if someone does “depart from God,” that would prove a saved person can lose his salvation:

· else he wouldn’t have used this verse (they won’t depart) to prove his position

· because you can’t depart unless you were with Him previously, and leaving God means → lost.
Can a brother in Christ depart from the faith?:
· I Timothy 4:1 - … in the latter times, some shall depart from the faith …
· Hebrews 3:12 - Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
John 3:36 Hath Everlasting Life
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life:  and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.

If the ‘a’ part of this verse teaches it is impossible for a believer to change and become an unbeliever and be lost, then the ‘b’ part would teach it is impossible for an unbeliever to change & become a believer and be saved.

Believers do possess everlasting life.  The question is, can they lose it?

· Adam had Eve had eternal physical life and they lost it (I Cor 15:22, Gen 3:22-24).  So it shouldn’t surprise us that it is possible to lose eternal spiritual life.
· “Diamonds last forever” (well maybe a 100,000 years), but wives have been known to lose their diamond.
Indeed it is possible - Hebrews 3:12:  Take heed brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.  Once a believer becomes an unbeliever, John 3:36 would teach he does not possess everlasting life anymore, but instead, he “shall not see life,” and “the wrath of God abideth on him.”
John 3:36 describes my position perfectly

John 10:27-28
My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me … and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

· pluck – seize, snatch (Vine) – so it’s talking about someone else taking a sheep by force

- II Chron 15:2 says … if ye forsake him, he will forsake you …
· I’ve seen a few hairs come out on their own off the head of maturing men, but I have never seen a man pluck them out <grin>.  See the difference?

So no outside factor can pluck a Christian out of God’s hand.  But the issue is, can a Christian take himself from God’s hand?

· When people say, “I am going to do such and such and no man can stop me,” they never mean that they can’t stop themselves if they change their mind.

· Nobody says similar wording in John 10:18a (“No man taketh it [my life] from me”) means Jesus wouldn’t die voluntarily.  Why is John 10:28b any different?
· II Cor 11:10 “no man shall stop me of this boasting” – Paul couldn’t stop himself?

The issue is - Is it possible to quit being a sheep, that is, to quit following Jesus?:

· Hebrews 3:12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
· John 6:66 … many of His disciples went back, and walked no more with him.
My opponent must find a text teaching a sheep who goes astray (I Peter 2:25 “ye were as sheep going astray”), that is, one who quits following Jesus, will be saved anyway.  Psalms 31:23 shows God only “preserveth the faithful.”
John 15:2,6
5
I am the vine, ye are the branches …
3
Now ye are clean through the word …
2
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
6
If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.
· Jesus is the vine, and the branches are people - verse 5
· Christians - “in me” (in Christ) – verse 2, “clean through the word” - verse 3
· if we don’t bear fruit, we are taken away, cast forth, & burned -2,6
So a Christian who does not bear fruit will end up being burned in everlasting punishment.
Acts 8:12-13, 22-23
But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip … Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.  For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity.
· Simon believed also (genuinely just like the other Samaritans) and was baptized → therefore he was saved (just like the others).   - Mark 16:16
· Simon as not told to believe (become a Christian) to be forgiven; instead he was just told to repent.  That proves he was already a Christian.
· He tried to buy the power to lay on hands (to impart the miraculous).
· He needed to be forgiven as he was “in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity”  →  so now he was in a lost state.

Would Simon still be saved if he had not repented, and not been forgiven?

Simon is an example of a Christian who fell from grace.
Romans 8:38-39
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, … nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ …
Correct, no outside factor can separate a Christian from the love of God.  But the issue is, can a Christian separate himself from the love of God?
· When people say, “I am going to do such and such and no man can stop me,” they never mean that they can’t stop themselves (if they change their mind).
· Nobody says similar wording in John 10:18a (“No man taketh it [my life] from me”) means Jesus couldn’t die voluntarily.  Why is Rom 8:39 any different?
To the contrary, the Bible teaches we can leave God’s love of our own accord:
· Jude verse 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God …
· John 14:21 He that hath my commandments, & keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: & he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him
· Hebrews 3:12 Take heed brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
· Revelation 3:11 … hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.
God preserves the saint (Jude 1), but He only “preserveth the faithful” - Ps 31:23
only you can cause you to lose your salvation
I Corinthians 3:15
If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss:  but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

This isn’t talking about one’s personal works.  Here Paul’s converts are his work (I Cor 9:1d “are ye not my work in the Lord?”, 4:15 “I have begotten you through the gospel”):

9
we are labourers together with God … ye are God’s building.

10
… as a wise master builder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.  (Paul planted, Apollos watered, verse 6)
12
if any … build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble

13
… the fire shall try every man’s work (gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble) of what sort it is

14
If any man’s work abide … he shall receive a reward.
Converts to Christianity are the “works” (building blocks – gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, and stubble) under consideration in the context.

The “reward” of verses 14-15 is the “reward” of verse 8 (“Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour.”) - what the teacher receives for his labor in trying to convert others.

So I Cor 3:15 is saying we will get more reward in heaven if our converts remain faithful; but if they become unfaithful, we won’t be lost eternally because of them.
The very context (I Cor 3:17) actually teaches against OSAS - “If any man defile the temple of God (sin), him shall God destroy.”

I Corinthians 8:11
through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died

This is talking about a “brother” (Christian), one “for whom Christ died” (would have to be a Christian according to the Limited Atonement theory)
So it’s possible for a Christian to “perish” - which means  (Strong’s #622):
· Mt 10:28 fear him which is able to destroy both soul & body in Gehenna
· Matthew 18:11 For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.
· John 3:16 For God so love the world that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish …
· II Thess 2:10-12 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:  That they all might be d-a-m-n-e-d …
· II Peter 3:9 The Lord is … not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
It’s possible for a brother in Christ to perish spiritually!
I Corinthians 9:25-27
And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. … But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I … should be a castaway.

Paul is saying here he strives/runs to obtain an “incorruptible crown.”  That’s in heaven, right?  (Rev 2:10 … and I will give thee a crown of life)
But he goes on to say that if he didn’t keep his body under subjection, if he didn’t control the fleshly desires, he would become a “castaway.”

Castaway from what?  The “incorruptible crown” → heaven obviously.  So Paul recognized the possibility that even he could lose out on heaven.

· castaway – (#96) – translated “reprobate” 6 out of 8 times (II Cor 13:5, Rom 1:28, II Tim 3:8, Tit 1:16, etc.)  - “rejected” is the other translation
· reprobate – (Random House) rejected by God & beyond … salvation
If it was possible for maybe the 2nd greatest gospel preacher in history to lose his salvation, then it’s certainly possible for a Christian today to do the same
Galatians 5:4
2… Christ will profit you nothing ... 4Ye are severed from Christ, ye who would be justified by the law; ye are fallen away from grace.  (ASV)
The standard Baptist position is a Christian cannot fall from grace, but this verse points out specifically that some then had "fallen … from grace."
This verse has to be talking about Christians:

· you can’t be severed (cut off) from something you weren’t previously joined to

· you can’t fall from a tree (grace) that you weren’t up in to start with

· the verse is written “unto the churches of Galatia” (1:2), “brethren” (1:11, 3:15, 4:12, 31, 5:11, 13, 6:1, 18), “children of God” (3:26), adopted “sons” of God who had received the Holy Spirit (4:5-6)
“falling from grace” in Gal 5:4 refers to falling from our eternal salvation
· You can’t be eternally saved if you are severed/separated from Christ, can you?

· You can’t be saved eternally if “Christ shall profit you nothing” can you?  Just the opposite, the only way you can be saved is if Christ’s death profits you.
· We can’t be eternally saved if we are “away from (outside of) grace, can we?
Cut off from Christ and his benefits, fallen from grace - what is your conclusion?
Ephesians 4:30
grieve not the … Spirit … whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption
It is true we are sealed, but a seal can be broken – Matthew 27:66:

So they went, and made the sepulcher (of Jesus) sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.

Jesus’ resurrection broke this seal of course
So the question is not how long the seal is to last, but can it be broken?  A seal on food at the grocery store is to last until you get it home to cook it, but that doesn’t mean it is impossible for someone else to break that seal previous to that.  The very point of Eph 4:30 is - we shouldn’t offend the HS and thereby lose its seal.
In this case, it is possible to lose God’s Spirit (seal) because of sin:

· David - Psa 51:11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy HS from me
· Saul – I Samuel 16:14 But the spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.

· Samson – Judges 16:20 he wist not that the Lord was departed from him
· I Corinthians 6:18-19 the idea is that if we commit fornication, the Holy Spirit will have to leave our body (His temple) – so the seal will be gone
I am the only one that can cause God to break my seal of the indwelling Holy Spirit - Hebrews 3:1,12:  Take heed … holy … brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
Hebrews 3:12
Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.

Those addressed are “brethren.” Verse 1 calls them → “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling.”  This can only be referring to saints.  And you can’t depart (verse 12) from somewhere if you never were there.
So a holy brother, who has partaken of the heavenly calling, can develop an evil heart, become an unbeliever, and depart from God!     Case closed
Perseverance/salvation not a certainty for these brethren (even for the writer) v14
we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold . our confidence stedfast unto the end
similar to – We are made partakers of the benefits of the National Honor Society if (as long as) we hold to a 3.5 grade point average.

· Opponent says a believer cannot become an unbeliever.  Heb 3:12 says he can.

· My opponent says a brother cannot depart from God.  Heb 3:12 says he might.

· Opponent says a brother can’t lose his salvation.  Heb 3:12,14 shows he may.
What if the believer changes to unbelief?  John 3:36b he that believeth not … shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
Hebrews 10:26-29
if we sin wilfully after . we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin, But a certain fearful … judgment and fiery indignation … Of how much sorer punishment … shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing …
Talking about Christians:

10:19 brethren (3:1 - “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling”)
10:29 sanctified by Jesus’ blood (so must have been saved)
If the Christian sins willfully, he will be lost:

10:26 no more sacrifice for sin – there is not going to be another sacrifice; Jesus’ sacrifice/blood no longer does us any good
10:27 fearful judgment & fiery indignation – where would that take place?
10:29 worse punishment than physical death (verse 28) = spiritual death
Christians who sin willfully cease to receive the benefits of the sacrifice of Christ.  Instead they face God’s fearful judgment and fiery indignation.

So holy brethren who sin willfully will be judged with fire
James 5:19-20
Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way, shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

· talking about “BRETHREN” - also 1:16, 19, 2:1-2, 3:1, 5:7
· errs from the truth





 DO
· now called a “sinner”




NOT
· needs converting




PERSEVERE
· if not converted back, he is LOST  (soul dies because of sin)
see the truth above  -  brethren who do not persevere are lost!
The Calvinist OSAS position makes this verse meaningless:
· If the man is a brother/elect like the text says, then he can’t fail to persevere, and his soul is not susceptible to death (being lost).

· If he is not of the elect, then his soul can’t be saved from death anyway.

Calvinism says his salvation can’t be affected one whit !

II Peter 1:9-11
But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.  Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.  For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The man in this passage:

· had been “purged from his old sins” – saved !

· needed to make his calling and election sure – meaning it could be unsure, implying he could lose his calling/election

· had the possibility of falling – falling away from his election/salvation, that is, losing entrance “into the everlasting kingdom of … Jesus Christ” (verse 11)

So if a Christian does not add the “Christian graces” (verses 5-7), he will fall from his election/salvation – he will miss out on heaven.
Conclusion:  It is possible to fall from your election
II Peter 2:1ff – If The “Limited Atonement” Position Is True
1But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in d-a-m-n-a-b-l-e heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

4if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to h-e-l-l, & delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 9The Lord knoweth how to … reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished.
These “false teachers” were "bought" by the Lord (Jesus Christ, 1:16), i.e., He died for them, so they were saved/elect (Calvinism). - implied by “forsaken the right way” in v.15
· I Corinthians 6:20 bought with a price
· I Corinthians 7:23 bought with a price
· Revelation 5:9 redeemed us to God by thy blood     (see also Rev 14:3,4)
· Matthew 20:28 to give his life a ransom for many
· Matthew 26:28 this is my blood … which is shed for many for the remission of sins
These “false teachers” were not persevering and became lost:
· bring in condemnable heresies, bring upon themselves swift destruction, v.1
· denying the Lord, v.1
· pernicious ways, covetousness, feigned words, make merchandise of you, vs.2-4
· their condemnation (stronger word in KJV) slumbereth not, v.3
· reserved unto the day of judgment to be punished, v.9
· servants of corruption, v.19
II Peter 2:20-22
For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.  For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them.  But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

Notice the following facts about the people in this passage:

· had become Christians
· had escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of Christ (footnote - pollutions=sins, not smog)  - similar wording in 1:3-4 shows talking about Christians
· sow was washed (of those sins)

· verse 1 - “the Lord that bought them” (died for them) – Calvinism says Christian
· then they became entangled again in the sins of the world
· their current state is worse than if they had never become Christians to start with
Worse than non-saved wouldn’t mean

they were still saved  -  now would it ?

I John 1:9
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
The Limited Atonement version of OSAS makes a mockery of this verse:

· if elect, a person is forgiven even if he does not confess his sin
· if not of the elect, he is not forgiven even if he does confess

Acts 8:22 – Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.
So a Christian must repent of and confess his sins in order to be forgiven of them.  The question is - what if he refuses to do that?:

· Romans 6:23 the wages of sin is death
· Revelation 14:13 Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord

· Rev 21:8 the . unbelieving, . murderers, . & all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire & brimstone:  which is the 2nd death
If a Christian dies, refusing to repent of

and confess his sins, he will be eternally lost.
I John 2:19 - Not Of Us When They Left Us

… if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us …
all you can get from this text  =  at the time they went out, they were not ‘of us’

However I would think those under consideration in this text had never become Christians – after all, they were antichrists (2:18), & they didn’t believe Jesus had come in the flesh (4:3).  But that doesn’t contradict our position.  We agree that many people who claim to be saved, have never really been saved to begin with (ref. Matt 7:21-23).  For example, those who have never been baptized for the remission of sins might think they have been saved, but they aren’t (Acts 2:38).
My opponent's position → “if you don’t persevere you lose what you thought you had,” provides much less security than our position → “if you don’t persevere you lose what you actually had.”  Since any of you could fall away in the future, then none of you have security presently, because your future apostasy would mean you were never saved to begin with.  You could never know if you were saved at any particular time, because there would always be the chance you are going to fall away later and prove you are not saved currently.  And in that case, you would need re-baptism.  As a matter of fact, you would need re-baptism every time you fell away.
Was David ever a child of God?  Didn’t he commit adultery and murder?

Do you really think it is impossible for a Christian to fall back into his prior worldly ways?  Does he become a robot when he is saved?
I John 2:19 - From The King James Version

Does I John 2:19 prove my opponent’s variation of the "once saved, always saved" doctrine → if a man does not live right after he is “saved,” then that proves he was never saved to begin with?

Agreed - many who claim salvation, have not really been saved.
· "they were not of us" does not imply they never were of us.

· Looking at the KJV, if my opponent is right that "they were not of us" means they never were really Christians, then the last phrase "they were not all of us" implies some of the fallen/lost had really been Christians at one time.  I John 2:19 then would actually disprove my opponent’s position.
Does my opponent really believe it is impossible for a Christian to change to living worldly?
Revelation 3:5
He that overcometh, … I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

Also Rev 22:19:  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life
The “Book Of Life” has the names of all the saved:

· 20:15 whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire
· 21:27 no one will “enter into it (heaven) any thing that defileth, neither … worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.”

· Phil 4:3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.
When the Israelites made the golden calf while Moses was on the mount receiving the 10 commandments, God said in Exodus 32:33:  Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I blot out of my book.
Conclusion:  Only the saved are in the “book of life” to start with.  And since it is possible to get your name blotted out / taken away from the book of life, then clearly it’s possible for a Christian to lose his salvation.
A Christian’s Salvation Is Conditional
· Revelation 2:9-10 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou are rich) … be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
· Opponent – Those who are truly rich in faith can’t fail to remain faithful, and can’t help but receive a crown of life.
Bobby, if you eat your carrots, Momma will let you have some ice cream.
· I Corinthians 15:1-2 … brethren, I declare unto you the gospel, … which … ye have received, and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
· Opponent – those who have truly received and stand in the gospel as the text says, can’t fail to keep it in memory, and can’t help but be saved.
· I John 1:9 if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.
· Opponent – If we are of the elect, we will be forgiven even if we don’t repent of and confess our sins; and if we are not of the elect, we won’t be forgiven even if we do repent/confess.

· Colossians 1:22-23 to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:  If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel
· Opponent – It is impossible to not continue in the faith grounded and settled, and it is impossible to move away from the hope of the gospel
· Romans 8:12-13 brethren … if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die:  but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live
· Opponent – A brother can’t start living after the flesh, but even if he did, he would live anyway
The Unalterable Perseverance Of The Saints?
So David (adultery/murder) and Noah (drunkenness) were never saved initially?
	Saved Initially
	Didn't Persevere (remain faithful)

	John 15:2,3 Every branch in me (Christ) ... Now ye are clean through the word
	2,6 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit ... If a man abide not in me

	Gal 4:6 because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit ... into your hearts
	5:4 whosoever of you are justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace

	Hebrews 3:1 holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling
	12 in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God

	Hebrews 10:29 who hath counted the blood … wherewith he was sanctified
	26-29 sin willfully … trodden under foot the Son of God … counted the blood … an unholy thing

	James 5:19 brethren
	err from the truth

	II Peter 1:9 he was purged from his old sins
	lacketh these things, is blind, & cannot see

	II Pet 2:1 the Lord … bought them
	false teachers, bring in condemnable heresies, denying the Lord

	II Pet 2:20-22 escaped ... sins of ... world thru ... Christ, sow … was washed
	entangled again in ... sins of the world and overcome

	Revelation 22:19 part of ... the book of life
	take away from . words of . book of ... God


There are dozens of other texts that flatly contradict this theory.  I mean according to this premise, it would be impossible to “depart from the faith” (I Tim 4:1).

Romans 14:15,23
if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, … Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. … he that doubteth is d-a-m-n-e-d if he eat, because he eateth not of faith
This refers to a “brother” (a Christian).  According to the “limited atonement” (Calvinist) theory, he would have to be saved, because it is someone “for whom Christ died.”

And I don’t know of a stronger word in the Bible to mean spiritually lost than the word “d-a-m-n-e-d.”

So a brother is lost if he does something he thinks is sinful (which exhibits a rebellious attitude toward God).

It is possible for a brother to end up condemned
The Logical Conclusion Of OSAS
Martin Luther to Melancthon - Sin cannot tear you away from him [Christ], even though you commit adultery a hundred times a day and commit as many murders.
Sam Morris, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Stamford, Texas - We take the position that a Christian’s sins do not d-a-m-n his soul.  The way a Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul. … All the prayers a man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong to, all the services he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may perform will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may commit from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in any more danger …
I Cor 15:1-2 - Christians Will Be Saved IF
brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached …, which also ye have received, & wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
First we see this passage is talking about Christians:

· “brethren” who had received and were standing in the gospel (verse 1)
· Paul’s directive wasn’t just to remember, but to “keep in memory” the gospel, indicating they had already accepted the gospel prior  (verse 2)
· their current belief was not an incomplete belief like the demons, because the belief they possessed would lead to their eternal salvation as long as they stuck with it  (verse 2)
Second we see the possibility of these Christians losing their salvation:

· they will be saved if they keep in memory the gospel - implying they wouldn’t be saved if they failed to keep the gospel in memory  (verse 2)
· these brethren were warned that if they failed to keep the gospel in memory, their belief would be “in vain,” meaning useless or worthless - obviously in that case they wouldn’t be saved  (verse 2)
I Timothy 5:11-12

But the younger widows refuse:  for when they have begun to wax wanton (the footnote says "turn away") against Christ, they will marry.  Having d-a-m-n-a-t-i-o-n, because they have cast off their first faith.
These were Christian widows:

verse 12 - had a first faith
verse 5 - trusteth in God
They turned away from Christ, cast off their first faith, and so were d-a-m-n-e-d (the strongest word in the Bible for the state of being spiritually lost).

A clear example of Christians who left the faith and were therefore condemned.
Adam And Eve Lost Their Saved Relationship With God
Weren’t Adam and Eve in a saved relationship with God before they sinned?

In Genesis 2:17 God said to Adam and Eve - “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:  for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”

As we all know they ate, and so according to the above verse, they were to die that same day.

Did they die physically that day?

Or did they die spiritually that day?

Were they still saved spiritually even though they died spiritually, meaning were separated from fellowship with God?
If A Christian Quits Obeying God, He Will Be Lost
Hebrews 5:9 And being made perfect, he (Jesus) became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.

Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and sexually immoral, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:  which is the second death.

·  not just non-elect liars, but all liars

John 3:36b he that believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.
Revelation 22:14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life.
Revelation 2:10 … be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
The Unconditional Preservation Of The Saints?

Calvinism = TULIP - the P stands for Preservation of the saints
Psalms 31:23 O love the Lord, all ye his saints:  for the Lord preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.
Notice the verse doesn’t say the preserved will be faithful, but that the faithful will be preserved.  See the difference?

So the Lord does preserve the saints, but only faithful saints.  Unfaithful saints are not preserved by God.
God’s preservation of us is conditioned upon our continued belief and obedience to his word  -  John 3:36b, Heb 5:9, etc.
Why doesn’t Psalms 31:23 settle this issue ?
II Chronicles 15:2
… The Lord is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you.

The NT says the same thing in II Tim 2:12b - “If we endure, We shall also reign with him.  If we deny him, he also will deny us.” (NKJV)
forsake - (Dictionary.com) to quit or leave entirely; abandon; desert
You can’t quit something you haven’t started.  You can’t leave something if you weren’t there to begin with.  You can’t abandon someone unless you were loyal to them before you abandoned them.  You can’t desert something you weren’t supporting it in the first place.  And …
You can’t forsake God if you’ve never had a relationship with Him.
My opponent’s position in this debate is that God will forsake no one, not even a person who forsakes Him (meaning no matter how they live).
OSAS = impossible for God to forsake anyone
Bible = God will forsake those who forsake him
What Happens When?

Matt 12:31-32 And Matt 6:14-15

Matt 12:31-32 … All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men.  And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.
What happens when a Christian commits blasphemy against the HS?  Matt 12:31-32 teaches it is impossible for anybody who commits such a sin to be forgiven.  Will they be forgiven anyway since they were a Christian?
Matt 6:14-15 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
What happens when a saint refuses to forgive their brother?  Matt 6:14-15 says God will not forgive their sin.  Will they be forgiven anyway?
II Timothy 2:12b
If We Deny God, He Will Deny Us

II Timothy 2:12b - “if we deny Him, he also will deny us.”

Grammar tells us “we” and “us” include the writer and his audience.  The “we” and “us” in this verse then most definitely includes Christians as Paul the apostle is the writer (II Tim 1:1) and Timothy (II Tim 1:2,4:2) is the one being written to.  So God will deny Christians (will not save them) if they deny Him.

Some might retort that a true Christian would never deny God, but:
· Why would Paul warn Christians against denying God if that were impossible?
· Does it make any sense to have a “Beware Of Sharks” sign in North Alabama?
· Hebrews 3:1a,12 “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling …Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.”  So it is very possible for a brother in Christ, one who has partaken of the heavenly calling (a true Christian), to change to become an unbeliever and depart from God – in short, to deny God.
OT says the same in II Chron 15:2 “If You Forsake Him, He Will Forsake You”
Is short, it is possible for a Christian to deny God, and if he does, God will deny him.  He forfeits his salvation (Rev 3:5, Matt 10:32-33).
John 6:39 – This Is The Father’s Will … That

Of All Which He Hath Given Me I Should Lose Nothing
But John 17:12 reads "... those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition ..." proving my opponent’s argument unsound.  Whatever John 6:39 means, it can’t mean it is impossible for a Christian to lose his salvation, because John 17:12 provides us with a clear exception.

My opponent’s argument ignores the fact that general rules can have stated exceptions.  For example Luke 16:18a ("Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery") states the general rule that all divorce and remarriage results in adultery, but Matt 19:9a states the one exception (“for fornication”) to that general rule.  My opponent would agree with this "general rules sometimes have exceptions" concept demonstrated by Luke 16:18 and Matt 19:9, so why can't he see the same thing is going on with John 8:39 and John 17:12?

This argument from John 6:39 ignores the difference (that even Calvinists recognize) in God's predestined will and God prescribed will.  "God's predestined will is unconditional and therefore, unstoppable."  That is mentioned in passages like Acts 2:23.  God's prescribed will is what God wants, but does not necessarily force to happen.  A good example of God's prescribed will is found in I Thess 4:3 ("For this is the will of God ... that ye should abstain from fornication").  This verse doesn't mean it is impossible for Christians to commit fornication; instead it means God desires that Christians not commit fornication.  John 6:39 then is talking about God's prescribed will (about the apostles only – John 18:9) since Judas is offered as an exception to the rule stated.
I Cor 3:15 – The Flow Of The Chapter
The “work” of the man in I Cor 3:15 is the teacher’s converts (like “work” in I Cor 9:1), so the verse is simply trying to say a Christian who passes the fire test (15b) himself is not going to be lost because his converts do not pass the fire test (15a).  Please look at the flow of the chapter leading up to verse 15 …

The problem being addressed is that the Corinthian were dividing based upon who taught them (I Cor 1:10-13).  I Cor 3:4 calls this dividing up based upon who converted them “carnal.” Verse 5 is saying it doesn’t really matter who converted you.  6 is saying that some teachers have different roles (planting or watering) but that doesn’t make either one better than the other.  7 is saying the important role is God’s – He gives the increase.  8 is saying that those planting (initial conversions to start the church) and those watering (converting later to add to the number) are on the same team, and both will be rewarded for their teaching efforts.  9 is saying both types of teachers are joining God in His work, and that the converts are (by analogy) the farm/building teachers are laboring to build up.  10 is saying that Paul began the conversions there at Corinth and Apollos came along later to add to the number.  11 is saying preaching Christ is the foundation of teaching the gospel.  12 is saying converts can be categorized as “gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble.”  These are what a teacher builds his building with.  In the analogy, the first three represent the converts that pass the fire test, the last three represent the converts that don’t pass the fire test.  13 is saying that this fire test is coming on the judgment day.  14 is saying that if the teacher’s converts “abide” thru the fire test (they would be the gold, silver, and stones of the building), that teacher will receive reward for that.  15a is saying that if the teacher’s converts do not abide thru the fire test (they would be the wood, hay, and stubble of the building), that teacher will lose that potential reward.  15b is saying the teacher himself will be saved as long as he passes the same fire test his converts have to pass (judgment).

Conclusion:  What verse 15 is saying is that a Christian will not be saved or lost based upon whether his converts remain faithful to the Lord (15a), but that he will be saved or lost based upon his own life (15b).  So verse 15 actually teaches that a Christian can lose his salvation, not to the contrary.
Romans 8:29-30

All Called End Up Being Justified & Glorified
This passage is talking about those that love God (verse 28), not those that have ceased loving God.

When I say “I called someone on the phone,” I could mean two different things.  I could mean that I tried calling the number but not necessarily that I got to talk to the person.  Or I could mean that I successfully called / reached / talked to the person on the phone.

Likewise, the Bible refers to the successful call here in Rom 8:29-30, but an unsuccessful call is also referred to (elsewhere):

· Matt 22:14 For many are called, but few are chosen.
· Heb 3:1,12 Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus … Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.
Obviously then, if a Christian “falls from grace” (as Gal 5:4 says is possible), the final result is not the successful calling.
Once A True Christian, Is It Impossible To Quit?
II Pet 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.
Heb 3:14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;
I Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
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