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Why Is This Issue So Important ?
E.M. Zerr's comments on I John 1:7:

... Hence if a man is a worker in the Lord's vineyard and his life as a whole is one of obedience to the law of Christ, he does not need to worry about the mistakes he might make which he does not realize, for the blood of Christ will take care of it and wash them away...
Another's public comments:

My position does not relieve us of any disposition toward sin that Pat thinks we ought to have.  I don't think so.  Except the idea that if it be in ignorance, we've got to learn of it.
The Baptist says his doctrine of "once saved, always saved" does not encourage people to sin; my opponent would say the same about his doctrine, but they are both wrong, both doctrines tend to cause people not to be as careful to avoid sin.

Summary Of Our Differences
1.
We disagree on whether or not a sin of ignorance separates a person from God (condemns).

2.
We disagree on what conditions must be met by a Christian in order for a sin of ignorance to be forgiven.

Quote from Bob Myhan
Does A Sin Of Ignorance Separate From God?
Bob Myhan:  A sin of ignorance separates a child of God from God when he discovers that sin, and does not turn from it.
So Bob doesn't believe that the sin actually separates from God, but instead, he believes that the failure to repent of the sin separates from God.

Genesis 2:17 - for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die
Bob's position - for in the day that thou eatest thereof "ye shall NOT surely die" (as also saith the serpent in Gen 3:4), but you shall die in the day that you fail to repent

Isaiah 59:2 - But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear
Bob's position - But your failure to repent has separated between you and your God, and your failure to repent has hid his face from you, that he will not hear

Romans 6:23 - For the wages of sin is death
Bob's position - For the wages of some sin is death, but for other sins, death does not result until you fail to repent
Can Bob find ONE passage in the Bible where a person sinned, but was not separated from God when he committed the sin?
Passages That Specifically Deal With
"Sins Of Ignorance"
Luke 12:46-48

Proverbs 14:12

Matthew 15:14

II Thess 2:10-12

Genesis 20:1-7

These passages show that a sin of ignorance does separate a person from God.

Luke 12:46-48

This passage is so clear on this subject, no explanation should be needed.  However, notice:

the servant of verse 48 knew not his lord's will

nevertheless, that servant stood condemned for his actions that were committed in ignorance

· the things that he did were worthy of stripes (condemnation)
· he received stripes (condemnation)
· he was cut in sunder, and appointed his portion with the unbelievers
Question:   According to this passage, what is the condition of a Christian who commits a sin of ignorance?

Answer:
Condemned

Proverbs 14:12
There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death.
A perfect description of a "sin of ignorance":
· sin - "end thereof are the ways of DEATH"
· ignorance - "way which seemeth right"

Question:
What happens to a Christian who commits a sin of ignorance?

Answer:
Spiritual Death

Matthew 15:14

if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch
What happens to a Christian who sins in ignorance by blindly following a false teacher?

Does he make it across the road because he is "sincere?"

No, he falls into the ditch (condemnation).
Bob Myhan agrees a Christian who sins in ignorance falls into the ditch, because on one of his charts, in response to Matthew 15:14, he stated "The issue between us is 'what must one do to get out of the ditch into which he has ignorantly fallen.'"

We can sure apply these last two verses (Proverbs 14:12 and Matthew 15:14) to the denominations, but what about applying them to ourselves?

II Thessalonians 2:10-12
A wrong action based upon a belief in a lie would be a "sin of ignorance,” right?
Notice the Bible says that condemnation is the result.

This is well illustrated by the man of God in I Kings 13:15-22:

· He believed a lie, & committed a sin of ignorance, vs.18-19.
· He was condemned (and slain) for it, verses 21-22ff.
· Matthew 15:14 - if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch
Question:  What happens to a Christian who acts wrongly, based upon a belief in a lie (commits a sin of ignorance)?

Answer:  Condemnation

Genesis 20:1-7 

An Old Testament Example

If Abimelech had committed the sin (taken Sarah as a wife), it would have been a sin of ignorance – verses 2,5-6

If Abimelech had committed this sin of ignorance, he would have been a dead man – verses 3-4

Two Questions
1.
II John verse 9  –  illustrated




hath God
hath not God


doctrine of Christ




sing
instrumental music in worship

Where is the sin of instrumental music (or any other sin) committed in ignorance?  Bob Myhan's answer - "ignorant sin is outside the doctrine of Christ."  Therefore a person that commits a sin of ignorance hath not God.

2.
Romans 6:23 the wages of  _____  is death  (also I John 3:4, 5:17, Isaiah 59:2)
a.
sin

b.
only sins that are committed knowingly   (this is my opponent's position)
Quotes from Bob Myhan

What Conditions Must A Christian Meet

To Be Forgiven For A Sin Of Ignorance ?
'My opponent believes a Christian (he is talking about me here of course) can be forgiven for a sin that he commits, if it's in ignorance, without actually making up his mind to quit the sin.'  And I do not believe that.  … 'As a matter of fact my opponent believes a Christian can be forgiven for a sin even while he continues to practice the sin.'  Well yeah, I believe that.  I believe that.
However it does not say that you have to confess every sin that you commit in order to be forgiven of it.
But when he asks God to forgive him of his sins, repenting of and confessing those sins he knows of, God forgives him not only of the sins he specifically repents of and confesses, but all those sins of which he is ignorant; matter of fact, I John 1:9 is the passage; if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Well, the only sins you can confess are the ones you know of.  Will he forgive you of these?  Yes.  Will he do anything else?  Yes, he'll cleanse you from all unrighteousness.  That includes the sins you don't know of.
What Must A Christian Do In Order To Receive Forgiveness For A Sin ?
1.
Acts 8:22


a.
repent of the sin


b.
pray God

2.
I John 1:7,9


a.
walk in the light (all inclusive)


b.
confess the sin - not just that he has sinned, or is a sinner, as in verses 8,10
A Christian must walk in the light, repent of his sins, and pray to God, confessing his sins, in order to receive forgiveness for his sins.  He must meet all of these conditions, just like a person who is becoming a Christian must meet all the conditions required of him by Acts 2:38 and Romans 10:10.  Where does the Bible say that the conditions for a Christian are waived, just because the sin in question was committed in ignorance?  Are the conditions required of a person to become a Christian waived if that person is ignorant of his sins, or those conditions?

Repentance
Exodus 32:14 And the Lord repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people (destroy them, v.10)

repent - to change one's mind (Thayer)

So the Lord changed his mind about destroying his people.

When a Christian commits a sin, he is required to "change his mind" concerning (repent of) that sin (Acts 8:22 - this thy wickedness).  In other words, he must make up his mind to quit that sin.

My opponent believes a Christian can be forgiven for a sin that he commits (if it's in ignorance), without actually making up his mind to quit the sin; as a matter of fact, my opponent believes a Christian can be forgiven for a sin even while he continues to practice the sin.

Confession
Syllogism:
· A Christian must confess a sin in order to forgiven of it (I John 1:9).
· A "sin of ignorance" is a sin (I John 3:4, 5:17).
· Therefore, a Christian must confess a sin of ignorance in order to be forgiven of it.

Plain and Simple

I Corinthians 4:3-4-5
I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted.  It is the Lord who judges me. (RSV)
Other's judgment of Paul was a "very small thing" to him, as even he didn't judge himself.  He didn't know anything that he was guilty (unforgiven) of, but he knew that didn't necessarily mean he was justified, because God might know otherwise.

The point is that Paul knew there might be sins of which he was unaware, that would keep him from being in a justified state.

Bob Myhan - Even Paul had to admit, that just because he was ignorant of any sin in his life, that didn't mean he was justified.
This proves the following three positions false:

1.
Forgiveness of ignorant sins "even as he sins."

2.
Forgiveness of ignorant sins based solely upon a confession of sins of which we are aware.  Paul would certainly have done this.

3.
Forgiveness of ignorant sins based solely upon a "please forgive me of my sins of ignorance" confession.  Paul would have done this if it was beneficial.

Some people today want to have more assurance than what Paul had, as he expressed it in this passage.  Their view would say, "I am not aware of anything against myself, therefore I am thereby acquitted, because it is I who judges me."

Leviticus 4 and 5 - Sins of Ignorance In The Old Testament
4:1-12 a soul

4:13-21 whole congregation

13 guilty before known

14 when known offer sacrifice

20 then forgiven

4:22-26 ruler

22 guilty before known

23 when known offer sacrifice

26 then forgiven

4:27-35 any one of the common people

27 guilty before known

28 when known offer sacrifice

31,35 then forgiven

5:1-13 a soul

1 before known says “shall bear his iniquity”

2 unclean and guilty before known

3-4 when known then guilty (still guilty, but now should confess)

5 when known confess

6 when known offer sacrifice

10 then forgiven

5:14-16 a soul commits a trespass in the holy things

15 offer sacrifice

16 make amends

16 then forgiven

5:17-19 a soul

17 “though he wist it not, yet is he guilty, and shall bear his iniquity”
18 offer sacrifice

18 then forgiven

seven sections in all (none of the below commented on in first section):

· always guilty when commit sin of ignorance (before known)

· always had to learn of sin, offer sacrifice / meet conditions of pardon

· never forgiven until meeting conditions

Turn
I suppose the proponent of this theory would say, as I do, that a Christian has to repent to be forgiven of his sins, but when he is talking about sins of ignorance, he doesn't mean the same thing that I mean by repentance, nor does he mean the same thing that he means when he is talking about other types of sins.

What does true repentance of a specific sin include or necessitate?  Quitting the sin!

Mt 12:41 / Jon 3:10 repentance includes turning from your sins

turn - (Gesenius) to cease from, to leave off
Ezekiel 18:21, 28, 30-32 turn
Proverbs 28:13 confess and forsake  Isaiah 55:7

II Peter 2:14 cease from sin
Jumping Through A Brick Wall
Agreed upon premise:  God never requires the impossible.
Two Different Attitudes toward what some call impossible:

1.
Change God's requirements until it seems possible to us.

2.
The fact that God requires it proves that it is possible.

Marshall Keeble's illustration - "if God says jump through a brick wall, I will jump and let God make the hole."

1.
My opponent would say, "impossible, therefore get a ladder."

2.
I agree with Mr. Keeble, "jump, God will make a way."

Abraham told to sacrifice Isaac, yet he was also told that his seed would propagate through Isaac.  Irreconcilable?

1.
Opponent would say, "it must not be required to sacrifice Isaac; I'll do the best I can and sacrifice an animal."

2.
Abraham thought, "since God said do it, there must be a way; maybe he will raise Isaac from the dead."

Actual Solution:  God told Abraham to stop at the last minute

How will the "Heathen in Africa" be saved?

1.
Hardshell Baptist would say, "impossible, therefore they don't have to believe in Jesus to be saved."

2.
My opponent and I would both say, "it may appear impossible, but since God doesn't require the impossible, and since he requires belief, then belief must be possible for them."

Actual Solution:  "seek, and ye shall find"

How can a Christian confess sins he doesn't know about?

1.
My opponent would say, "impossible, therefore it not necessary to confess (get a ladder)."

2.
I say, "God requires it, it must be possible."

Actual solution:  "seek, and ye shall find" (learn about your sins, and then confess them).
I John 1:9

Confess What You Know, Forgiven For What You Don't Know ?
The Position Explained

Bob Myhan - But when he asks God to forgive him of his sins, repenting of and confessing those sins he knows of, God forgives him not only of the sins he specifically repents of and confesses, but all those sins of which he is ignorant; matter of fact, I John 1:9 is the passage; if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Well, the only sins you can confess are the ones you know of.  Will he forgive you of these?  Yes.  Will he do anything else?  Yes, he'll cleanse you from all unrighteousness.  That includes the sins you don't know of.
My opponent says I John 1:9a ("If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins") only refers to known sins (although it doesn't say that), while verse 9b ("and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness") refers to sins of ignorance (although it doesn't say that).

He believes that if we confess the sins that we know about, then God will forgive us, not only of the sins that we have confessed, but of all other sins that we have unknowingly committed, forgiven while we are ignorant of them, without confessing them, even while we continue to commit them.

I John 1:9
Confess What You Know, Forgiven For What You Don't Know?
Two Assumptions
My opponent makes two assumptions about I John 1:9 in an effort to uphold his position.  He cannot prove these assertions, because there are no such distinctions mentioned in the passage.

1.
"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins" only requires a Christian to confess sins of which he is aware.

a.
We must assume this phrase is talking about all sins, unless it can be shown otherwise, just like "put away" in Matthew 19:9b includes all put away people (like the put away fornicator), except those that can be shown to be excluded.  It cannot be shown that I John 1:9a does not include "sins of ignorance," or any other sin for that matter.

b.
It is true we cannot confess a sin of which we are unaware, but does that relieve us of our responsibility to confess?  No; we can learn we have committed a sin, and then confess it.
2.
"And to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" refers to the forgiveness of sins other than what is in the first part of the verse, sins that we have not confessed.

a.
Verse 9b does not read "and to cleanse us from all other unrighteousness."  Watchtower's New World Translation has Colossians 1:16a as "because by means of him all [OTHER] things were created."  Do you see how that adding the word "other" can completely change the meaning of a verse?

b.
"Unrighteousness" is a synonym for "sin."  It's simply another way of looking at the same thing.  The following are examples of the use of repetition for emphasis:

· Exodus 34:7 forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin
· Psalms 51:2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin
· Romans 4:7 Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered
I John 1:9
Confess What You Know, Forgiven For What You Don't Know?
Consequences
I believe that the following paragraph accurately represents a logical consequence of my opponent's position on I John 1:9:
A Christian who had been a practicing homosexual for a year could confess all the sins that he knew he had committed, while he prayed at the same time that he was in bed with another man, and be forgiven of this sin, even as he committed it, and then die of a heart attack and go to heaven, as long as he didn't know that being a homosexual was a sin.

Do you agree that this is a logical consequence?  If so, do you believe this consequence to be true?  If not, why not?

This consequence shows this position is wrong, because this consequence contradicts many passages, one of which is Revelation 21:8, which teaches that all "sexually immoral" people "shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone."

Really, since I John 1:9 does not make a distinction concerning sins of ignorance, then if my opponent's position on this verse is correct, a person could confess any one or two sins, and be forgiven of every other sin, even if they were done knowingly.

This position makes a nice complement to James 2:10.  James 2:10 teaches that if we "offend in one point," we are "guilty of all."  This position says that if we confess one, we are forgiven of all.
I John 1:7  -  Sin in the Light ?

We step out of the light when we sin:
· We are to "walk in the light as he is in the light" (verse 7), and verse 5 says that "God is light, and in him is no darkness at all."
· I John 2:10 "none occasion of stumbling in him" (a forgiven Christian, verse 12)
· I John 2:5-6 We ought "to walk, even as he walked."  He walked without sin (I Peter 2:21-22).
· Psalms 119:1,3 equates “walk in the law of the Lord” with “do no iniquity” and verse 105 equates God’s “word” (law) with “light.”

· one sin = not walking in the light

Galatians 2:11,14,17, Acts 8:18-23, Matthew 16:22-23, James 2:10
"Walking in the light" is equivalent to walking in the truth (II John verse 4, III John verses 3,4, Galatians 2:14).  Are we ever walking in the truth even while we sin?

A Christian begins again his walk in the light by repenting of & confessing the sins he committed while outside (in disobedience to) the light.
"Walk in the Light" All Inclusive?
"Walk in the light" is inclusive of doing everything the light of God's word directs you to do.
You may list it as all inclusive or separate (I don't care), as long as you understand that all on the list of conditions must be done.

Just like "believe" can be all inclusive (of other conditions).  When it is used that way, it never implies you don't have to do the things that it includes (like repentance and baptism).

"Walking in the light" includes repentance and confession – so they must be done !

I John 1:7

Wording Implies Sin In The Light ?
Not so; notice the following parallel illustration:

"Alias Smith and Jones" were told:

If you live within the law (“walk in the light”) for three years, then you will be granted pardon for all your crimes.
II John 1:7were told:

Does this imply that their crimes were committed while they were living right?  No, and neither is it implied that "walking in the light" includes committing sin.

Facts to Remember About I John 1:7

· We must never make verse 7 mean something that would contradict verse 9, and verse 9 makes confession an absolute requirement.
· Two conditions of pardon are mentioned in verses 7-9, just like in Mark 16:16.  In both cases, both conditions must be met.
· Verse 7 says nothing about sins of ignorance.  What indicates the distinction?

The Publican - Luke 18:10-14
The Baptists think the Publican proves all the alien has to do to be saved is admit he is a sinner.  I would answer this (and my opponent would also) by reminding the Baptist that other conditions are mentioned elsewhere, and that this is not a new covenant example of salvation.  I answer my opponent the same way.

It is assumed that sins of ignorance are involved here - why not go to a place where a prayer for sins of ignorance is definitely involved, like Luke 23:34 ?

Even if sins of ignorance are involved here, it is assumed that he was forgiven before and without meeting other conditions:
· Luke 23:34 “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” - but they had to meet other conditions, Acts 2:36-38, 3:15,17
· John 3:16 Is belief the only condition, or should we go to other passages?
· I John 1:9 We must confess our sins, not just that we have sinned, or have sinned in ignorance.

Leviticus 4:27-28-35 A common person (fits the publican) who committed a sin of ignorance had to meet conditions after the sin had "come to his knowledge" in order to be forgiven. Is there a contradiction?

My Position Does Not Allow for Growth ?

To the contrary, my position not only allows for growth, it demands it.  My position demands that a person study the word to learn what is sin, and what is not sin, so that he can quit the sins that he is committing.

On the other hand, my opponent's position encourages a person to not grow; my opponent's position puts a premium on ignorance.  If my opponent's position is correct, then it is safer to not study your Bible.  If you study your Bible and find out something that you are doing is wrong, then now you will be lost if you don't repent of it; before, you could be saved so long as you didn't find out that what you were doing was sin.

I Corinthians 10:13 ("God is faithful, who will not suffer (allow) you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it") shows how God "allows" for growth.  It is not by overlooking the sins of a "young Christian," but it is through not allowing any person to be confronted with a temptation that he has not had the time to prepare himself for.

II Peter 1:10b
If Ye Do These Things, Ye Shall Never Fall
· If you do all these things without fail, you will never sin, you will never fall.
· When you don't do these things, you sin, and you are separated from God (Isaiah 59:2).
· That is what sin is, not doing these things (transgressing the law, I John 3:4).
· My opponent believes that, sometimes, even if you don't do these things, you still won't fall.

Seek, And Ye Shall Find

Matthew 7:7

Matthew 13:15 seekers will keep an open mind

Does "Assurance" demand automatic forgiveness?

a.
the Baptists use the same argument to prove "once saved, always saved"

b.
Philippians 2:12 we should not teach more assurance than what the Bible teaches

c.
I John 2:3 assurance is conditional

d.
I Corinthians 4:3-4-5 just because we don’t know anything we’ve done wrong, doesn’t necessarily mean we are saved
e.
you can't go to "assurance passages" to determine the conditions of pardon

John 7:17 If anyone is willing to do his will, he will know about the teaching … (NASB)
a.
II Kings 22-23:25 Josiah

b.
Acts 10:1-4, 31 / 5-6, 48 Cornelius

c.
Acts 16:13-15 Lydia

· Philippians 3:15 if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you
a.
Acts 23:1, 22:3-4, I Timothy 1:13 / Acts 22:6-16 Paul

b.
Acts 18:24-28 Apollos

c.
Acts 8:26-40 the Eunuch

· II Pet 3:9, 15 the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation
a.
Luke 23:34 / Acts 2:36-38 Jews guilty of crucifying Jesus

b.
Revelation 2:21 even Jezebel was given space to repent

· I Corinthians 10:13 will with the temptation also make a way to escape
a.
Genesis 20:1-7 Abimelech

Other passages that teach "seek, and ye shall find"

Deuteronomy  4:29, II Chronicles 15:2,4,15, Psalms 70:4, Proverbs 8:17, Matthew 5:6, Acts 17:27, Hebrews 11:6

"Seek, and ye shall find" applies not just to the non-Christian, but to the Christian as well.

This is how Paul had the assurance he expressed in II Timothy 4:6-8, not by belittling the consequences of sin.

What About the Repentance of a non-Christian ?
The conditions are different for a non-Christian (HBRCB) than for a Christian (RPC), right?  Even my opponent sees a difference in the repentance.  He believes the non-Christian can just do like the publican, but he believes the Christian must repent specifically of every sin he knows about.

Repentance:
· non-Christian - "change one's mind" (Thayer) about sin in general (Acts 3:19 - "Repent ye therefore, and be converted"); like the publican (Luke 18:13 - "God be merciful to me a sinner")
· Christian - (already done above) change one's mind about a sin in particular;  Simon is not only an illustration, but is a binding example (Acts 8:22 - "Repent therefore of this thy wickedness")

Confession:
· non-Christian - no formal confession of sin is required; his repentance is an informal general admission that he is a sinner (like the publican)
· Christian - confession of sins in particular (I John 1:9 "If we confess our sins"), not just that he is a sinner (as in verses 8 and 10), or that he has committed sins of ignorance

If you can understand the difference between general confession ("I am a sinner,") and a confession of a sin in particular ("I have committed fornication"), then you can understand the difference between repentance concerning sin in general ("I'm sorry that I am a sinner, and I commit to change my sinful life") and repentance of a sin in particular ("I have committed fornication, I'm sorry that I have committed fornication, and I commit to quitting the sin of fornication").

I don't know everything about the repentance of a non-Christian, but I do know what Acts 8:22 and I John 1:9 say is required of a Christian.  That's why this debate is over "what a Christian must do."

Love the Truth ?
My opponent asks, just because a Christian commits "one sin of ignorance," does that mean he does not:

love the truth ? - II Thessalonians 2:10

seek first the kingdom ? - Matthew 6:33
seek those things which are above ? - Colossians 3:1
walk in the light ? - I John 1:7

walk after the Spirit ? - Romans 8:4
· When a person commits one sin (in ignorance or otherwise), he is not "loving the truth" (or any of the other above phrases) in that one act.  When a person sins, he is not walking after the Spirit in that act, he is walking after the flesh.  The Spirit did not tell him to commit that sin, the flesh did.  One sin is disobeying the Spirit one time.
· A person will never sin, as long as he is perfectly loving the truth 100% of the time.  This person will seek and find the truth (Matthew 7:7).  He will always take the way of escape (I Corinthians 10:13) provided by God along side every temptation.  Of course, none of us perfectly love the truth 100% of the time; that is where sin comes in.

Galatians 2:11-18 - did Peter the Apostle love the truth ?

Numbers 20:12 (Moses) - "Because ye believed me not"

Mt 16:23 (Peter) - "thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men"

James 2:10 "offend in one point, he is guilty of all"

Still Had Candlestick ?
My opponent says that the fact the church at Ephesus still had their candlestick, even though they had sins that they needed to repent of (Revelation 2:5), shows that a local church was forgiven of sins before and without learning of those sins.

It doesn't say that these were sins of ignorance, so your reasoning would also hold true for even willful sins.  Are you prepared to say that even Christians who have "left their first love" (verse 4), can be forgiven of their sins per your theory?

Revelation 3:4 - Though some in a congregation sin, it is possible for others to keep their garments white (not sin), therefore the candlestick is not removed.  This certainly does not imply that the ones in sin are "automatically" forgiven.

Revelation 2:21 - Even Jezebel was given space to repent.  Does this mean that she was not in a state of condemnation because of her fornication?, or does it simply mean that God gave her "time" to repent (II Peter 3:9)?

Cut off is not necessarily the same as separated:
· Isaiah 59:1-2 separated, but not cut off Isaiah 48:9

(the Jews finally cut off at the destruction of Jerusalem)
· Numbers 16:41-45 "that I may consume them as in a moment"

"Walk In The Light” Doesn’t Mean “Never Sin”

As “Walk In Darkness” Doesn’t Mean “Never Do Anything Right” ?
Matthew 12:30 He that is not with me is against me - there is no middle ground

Matthew 16:23 Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me:  for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men
Galatians 2:11,14,17-18 But when Peter was came to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed (stood condemned - ASV).  But when I saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the gospel.  But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin?  God forbid.  For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.
Ephesians 5:3,8 Christians who "walk as children of light," do not let sin "be once named among them"

James 2:10 The Bible says, For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all, but it never comes close to saying, "For whosoever shall violate the whole law, and yet obey in one point, he is innocent of all."

I John 1:7,5 if we walk in the light, as he is in the light; God is light, and in him is no darkness at all
I John 2:10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him
I John 2:11 But he that hateth his brother (even one time) is in darkness, and walketh in darkness
Was Simon's Sin Willful ?
Some think that Simon's sin was a sin of ignorance - "thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money"

Some say that Simon committed a sin of weakness - he practiced an imitation of the gifts before he became a Christian

I believe that Simon's sin might have been a sin of ignorance, that it was a sin of weakness at the very least.

My opponent claims Simon's sin was willful.  He cannot prove that.  Even if he could prove that it was willful, that wouldn't prove that this passage only requires repentance of willful sins, because a Christian can learn about his sins.

What is the proof that this was a willful sin ?
Psalms 19:12

It is assumed this was a sin of ignorance:
· In II Samuel 12:12, Nathan accused David of sinning secretly from others, not from himself.
· Why not go to a place where a prayer for sins of ignorance is definitely involved, like Luke 23:34?

Even if it were a sin of ignorance, it is assumed David was forgiven before and without meeting other conditions:
· Luke 23:34 "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do" - but they had to meet other conditions, Acts 2:36-38, 3:15,17
· John 3:16 Is belief the only condition, or do we go to other verses?
I John1:9 We must confess our sins, not just that we have sinned, or that we have sinned in ignorance.

Leviticus 4:22-23-26 A ruler (fits David) who committed a sin of ignorance had to meet conditions after the sin had "come to his knowledge" in order to be forgiven.  Is there a contradiction?

Does God Hate Sin

or Only the Failure to Repent of Sin ?

My opponent really doesn't believe that God actually hates sin, but only man's failure to repent of sin.  The Bible teaches that God hates both.

Malachi 2:16 he hateth putting away
Revelation 2:6 that thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate
My Opponent's Position:
I John 3:4 "sin is the transgression of the law" that you know about
I John 5:17 some "unrighteousness is sin"

Confess Every Sin ?
Bob Myhan:  However it does not say that you have to confess every sin that you commit in order to be forgiven of it.
Examples of "if this, then that" implying "if not this, then not that":
· I Cor 15:2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you
- keep in memory some of what I preached?
· II Timothy 2:15 Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety
- continue in all three, or will just one or two be enough?
· II Peter 1:10b for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall
- do just some of these things?

The sins that are forgiven are the same sins that are confessed.

There is nothing in I John 1:9 (or the context) that would exclude “sins of ignorance” (or any other type sin for that matter) from the requirement to confess.
Mortal and Venial Sins
My opponent classifies sins - some types of sin condemn and some don't.

My Opponent's Position, in effect:
mortal sin (Random House) - a willfully committed, serious transgression against the law of God, depriving the soul of divine grace.
venial sin (Random House) - a transgression against the law of God that does not deprive the soul of divine grace either because it is a minor offense or because it was committed without full understanding of its seriousness or without full consent of the will.
The Bible Position:
Romans 3:23 the wages of (some?) sin is death
Isaiah 59:2 your iniquities have separated between you and your God
I Chronicles 13:7-10 Uzzah touching the ark of the covenant
I Kings 13 the man of God believing a lie
Numbers 15:32-36 the man who gathered sticks on the Sabbath

James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all
Attitude versus Actual Actions
My opponent tries to elevate a person's "attitude" above a person's actual actions.

Similar to my friend at work who would tell an off-color joke, and then when called into question would say, "but, God knows my heart."

God expects both our attitude and our actions to be correct:
· John 4:24 they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth
· I Samuel 15:20-23 although Saul had an attitude of wanting to sacrifice to God, his sin is called rebellion
· I Chronicles 13:7-10 who could assert that Uzza did not have a "good attitude" as we sometimes use the term?

The truth of the matter is that you can't separate a person's attitude from his actions, they always mirror each other.  A person's attitude always manifests itself in his actions, and his actions always result from his attitude.

· John 14:23-24 If a man love me, he will keep my words
· Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies
· James 1:14-15 every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed
Just How Many Sins Does it Take ?

James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.
Ezekiel 33:12 ... The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him in the day of his transgression ... neither shall the righteous be able to live for his righteousness in the day that he sinneth
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death
Adam and Eve eating the forbidden fruit (Genesis 2:17 in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die)

Nadab and Abihu worshipping God incorrectly (Leviticus 10:1-2 there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, and they died before the Lord)

The man of God who believed a lie (I Kings 13)

Uzza touching the ark (I Chron 13:10 the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, because he put his hand to the ark: and there he died before God)

Ananias and Sapphira lying to the Holy Ghost (Acts 5:1-11)

Simon the Sorcerer trying to buy the gift of God with money (Acts 8:23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity)

This position that says that 99 good things ("a good general life") can make up for 1 or 2 bad things, is a doctrine of salvation earned by works.  No amount of good can ever cover even one sin, only the blood of Christ can do that; and the blood of Christ is only applied to the Christian conditioned upon the repentance and confession of that sin.

Which Sins Can We be Forgiven of In This Way ?

Romans 1:26-27,29-32

I Corinthians 6:9-10

Galatians 5:19-21

Revelation 21:8

Homosexuality

Polygamy

Fornication
Bestiality

Murder

Abortion

Could you please give us the passage(s) that show which sins of a Christian can be forgiven without actual repentance and confession of the particular sin, and which sins cannot?

What if a man becoming a Christian, continued his homosexual relationship for a time, not knowing any better.  Could he obtain forgiveness for that sin without actually repenting of and confessing it?

Is My Opponent a Hardshell Baptist ?
Our Hardshell Baptist friend, who believes the elect will go to heaven regardless of whether or not they believe in Christ, asks us, "What about the heathen who are ignorant of the gospel, how are they going to be saved?"

We answer him, "seek, and ye shall find."  (Matthew 7:7)
My opponent asks, "What about Christians who are ignorant of parts of the gospel, how are they going to be saved?

Similarly, I answer him, "seek, and ye shall find."

We then ask the Hardshell Baptist, "if the elect are going to be saved anyway, then why go preach to them?

Similarly, I ask my opponent, "if Christians are being going to be excused because of their ignorance anyway, then why teach them?"  It would be better not to teach them; it would be better for them to remain ignorant, so that they wouldn't be held responsible for their sins.  Ignorance is bliss indeed !
But Where Does Grace Come In ?
When I explain the Bible teaches God is not going to overlook the sins of a Christian, simply because they are committed in ignorance, many ask, "but where does grace come in?"

Not only does the Bible not teach that "grace comes in" unconditionally, those that ask this question indicate they think that when a Christian actually repents of his sin, that grace does not come in; they must think that the Christian earns his forgiveness by his repentance.

The truth is that "grace comes in" only when a Christian meets God's conditions, that is, repentance and confession.  Meeting these conditions does not earn the Christian his forgiveness, he is simply meeting conditions in order to obtain God's grace.
Abide In The Doctrine Is The Same As Walk In The Light

Bob Myhan on II John verse 9 - ignorant sin is outside the doctrine of Christ
One of two things must be true:
1.
Either "walk in the light" and "abideth in the doctrine of Christ" are not the same thing, or

2.
There is no sin in the light

Bob, what is the difference between "walk in the light" and "abideth in the doctrine of Christ?"
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