Floyd Chappelear / Patrick Donahue Exchange – Baptizing People In Unscriptural Marriages
Article 1 – Donahue’s First Affirmative
Should We Baptize People In Unscriptural Marriages?


"The scriptures teach that the apostles refused to baptize a person in a second marriage whose divorce was not for the cause of fornication" just as sure as they teach that the apostles refused (and we ought to refuse) to baptize people, such as those in Jn 12:42-43, who refuse to confess Christ.  Likewise then, since repentance is also a required prerequisite to baptism (Acts 2:38), a person is not a scriptural/suitable candidate for baptism unless he repents of his sins, homosexuality, polygamy, or adultery.

Would John the Baptist have been willing to baptize Herod and Herodias?


Let me illustrate with the familiar case of John the Baptist and Herod.  Considering that people were required to repent as they submitted to Johnís baptism (Mk 1:4), do you think that John would have been willing to baptize Herod if Herod had requested it, but had refused to get out of his unlawful marriage (Mk 6:18) to Herodias?  If you know the answer to that question (because of what the required repentance would demand), then you know the answer to the question of this debate.  It would work the same with Acts 2:38 and NT baptism.

What marriages are unscriptural?


Mt 19:9 and Rom 7:2-3 delineate exactly what marriages are under consideration in this article.  Mt 19:9a teaches that if a man commits adultery if he divorces his wife for any reason other than fornication and remarries.  Mt 19:9b shows that if a man marries a woman put away (for whatever reason), he commits adultery.  Rom 7:2-3 tells us the reason why these marriages are adulterous.  It is simply because a person who has sexual relations with a second while bound to the first is sexually cheating on/against the first.
The unscripturally married must correct three problems


Once it has been proven by Mt 19:9 (and like passages) that divorce except for fornication followed by remarriage results in adultery, and that the adultery is ongoing as long as the first spouse is still alive (Rom 7:2-3), then the issue boils down to what repentance means in this particular case (since Acts 2:38 requires repentance of the baptismal candidate).  A person who is in an unscriptural marriage has at least three problems:  1) he is in an unlawful union (Mk 6:18), that is, he is not bound to the one he is married to (Rom 7:2-3), 2) every time he has sexual relations with his current partner he commits adultery (adultery - denotes one who has unlawful intercourse with the spouse of another, Vines), and 3) he is in constant violation of his marital commitment to his original spouse (Mt 19:6).  So for a non-Christian to repent of this and become a scriptural candidate for baptism, he must accordingly consent to three things:  1) get out of the unlawful union (no, he cannot stay legally married and in the same house as long as he avoids sexual contact, Mk 6:18), 2) immediately STOP the adulterous sexual relations (get out of ìbedî with the woman, Heb 13:4), and 3) seek reconciliation to his rightful mate (I Cor 7:10-11).

Seeking reconciliation is also absolutely essential


To further underscore the obligation of the man to go back to his rightful spouse, notice that Mt 5:32 teaches that he is causing that rightful spouse to commit adultery (putting her in a place of extra and undeserved sexual temptation) just as long as he keeps himself separated from her.  I Cor 7:3-5 would teach exactly the same thing.  He must fulfill his marital sexual obligations to her, else he puts a sexual stumblingblock (temptation) in her way (which is a sin on his part, I Cor 8:9,12).  I Pet 3:7 commands the man to ìdwellî with his wife ìaccording to knowledge.î  He certainly cannot obey this command while dwelling with the wrong woman, or even with no woman.  Rom 7:2-3 teaches that a man (even while married to another) is still ìboundî to his rightful wife, that is, he is still obligated to her.  He must begin again to fulfill that obligation if he wants to be right with God.

Baptize then immediately withdraw?


As a funny, but also to make a point, suppose you went ahead and baptized a person who was in an unscriptural marriage (living in adultery).  What would you do, immediately start/threaten withdrawal procedures against the ìChristianî adulterer as soon as they came up out of the water, if they wouldnít repent then?  After all, I Cor 5:11 teaches that we are not to eat with a fornicator that is a brother.

I Corinthians 6:9-11


Becoming a Christian means committing to a complete change of life, agreeing to crucify/destroy the ìold man/body of sinî (Rom 6:6).  Why would anybody even want to baptize someone who is living in adultery, and refusing to change?  What good will baptism do that person, if he continues to practice adultery?  Floyd, would you refuse to baptize a person who refused to quit their practice of homosexuality?  Brethren have correctly used I Cor 6:9-11 (ìsuch were some of youî) to prove to the gay church that homosexuals can and must change in order to become Christians.  Well, ìadulterersî are in the same list.  To expect less is not only to compromise on this issue, but also to encourage such behavior.

