
Billy Duncan / Patrick Donahue Debate – Covering Only In The Assembly – 1988

Article 1 – Donahue’s First Affirmative

The Covering Only In The Assembly ?

I Corinthians 11:2-16 teaches that a woman should cover her head when she prays or prophesies.  However, most women who wear the covering, only wear it in the public assemblies.  Where is the scripture for that?  My Bible says she is to wear it when she prays or prophesies.


Some reason that the phrase, "praying or prophesying," stands for all the activities of public worship.  If that is so, how would we know that is so?  What verse proves it?  A woman would certainly want to know this for sure if she was going to pray or prophesy uncovered at home.


The fact that women are to be covered when they "prophesy" should tell us that the requirement is not limited to the assemblies.  Mr. W.E. Vine defines prophesying as "telling forth the Divine counsels."  So prophesying involves (is one form of) teaching God's word.  Philip had four virgin daughters who prophesied (Acts 21:8-9).  Did these daughters prophesy only in the assembly, when the whole church be come together into one place (I Corinthians 14:23)?  Of course not; women are forbidden to speak in the church (I Corinthians 14:34-35).  The conclusion is that "praying or prophesying" could not be talking about "just the assembly" because women are not to prophesy in the assembly.


Some argue though that a woman prophesies in the church when she teaches in song (Colossians 3:16).  If that were so, all that would argue for is that a woman should also cover her head when she sings.  For someone to limit the wearing of the covering to the assembly, they would have to limit the prophesying of I Corinthians 11:5 to mean just singing.  No one ever read that in the Bible.  If that is so, why didn't God just say so; why didn't He say "praying or singing?"  Or better yet, if women are to be covered only in the church, why doesn't I Corinthians 11:5 read, "But every woman with her head uncovered 'in the church' dishonoureth her head?"


"Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17).  Let's go by, and let's only go by what we can hear from the word of God.  Therefore, let the men be uncovered and let the women be covered whenever they pray or prophesy (I Corinthians 11:4-5).
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