Billy Duncan / Patrick Donahue Debate – Covering Only In The Assembly – 1988

Article 3 – Donahue’s Second Affirmative

The covering only in the assembly?

Second article by Patrick Donahue


My first article by the above title showed that a women must wear a covering whenever she "prayeth or prophesieth" (I Corinthians 11:5), whether in the assembly or not.  This second article is an answer to Billy Duncan's article, "THE COVERING ONLY IN THE ASSEMBLY!", which was a response to my first article. 


The main point in my first article was that "prayeth or prophesieth" can not be referring to the assembly only, as women were forbidden to prophesy in the assembly according to I Corinthians 14:34.  Billy's response to that argument is that a woman does "prophesy" in the assembly when she sings and therefore "prayeth or prophesieth" can be limited to the assembly.  What I do admit to is that prophecy involves teaching and so does singing (Colossians 3:16).  But that doesn't mean that "prophesieth" in verse 5 includes singing, anymore than the fact that the two Greek words translated "covered" (v.6) and "covering" (v.15), respectively, in I Corinthians 11 have very similar definitions, proves that they are talking about one and the same covering.  Billy, can you find even one place in the New Testament where the Greek word that is translated "prophesieth" in I Corinthans 11:5 can be shown to include singing?  Not only must you find one that includes singing, but you must find one that is talking about singing exclusively, because according to your position on this argument, the woman of I Corinthians 11:5 is prophesying in the assembly and you agree that doesn't include preaching or teaching, but only her singing.  In other words, according to your position, "prophesieth" in v. 5 is talking about singing exclusively, so you need to find another example of that in the New Testament.  Once you find that example (which you won't); unless you show that prophesying always includes just singing, then you must show why you think it does in I Corinthians 11:5.  You can't just assert that it does, you must prove it.  Paul never had any problem confusing prophesying with singing.  Notice that in I Corinthians 14, he used the word "prophesy" (with different endings) fourteen times and the word "sing" twice, two totally different Greek words.  He discussed these two actions in a way that shows they are different, much the same way we would discuss "preaching" and "singing" as separate acts of worship even though both involve teaching.


The fifth paragraph of Billy's article argues that the word "Now" in I Corinthians 11:2 "denotes a shift in argument ... from the individual actions¡to the collective actions or public worship."  The point would be therefore, that verses 2 through 16 would apply (only) to the public worship.  Of course, the whole point is assumed.  The Greek word "de" (translated "now" here) is said by Mr. Vines to often imply "an antithesis."  It usually implies a contrast; in this case it most probably is a contrast between the praise that the Corinthians were receiving in v. 2 and the "I praise you not" that the Corinthians were receiving in v. 17.  Notice that v. 17 starts off with the same word "de" (in contrast to v. 2).  There is no evidence that the "Now" of v. 2 denotes a shift "from the individual actions to the collective actions or public worship", and to say so is just total assumption.  Verse 17 starts off Paul's discussion of when the church comes "together."  Notice that v. 18 and v. 20 use similar wording, but that the wording is conspicuously absent from v. 2.


The next paragraph says that v. 16 shows that it is the practice of the churches that is under consideration.  Of course, that doesn't necessarily say anything about whether or not this was an "assembly" practice.  Let's remember that a church (congregation) is still a church whether it is assembled or not.  For example, the church in North Huntsville bought some property on Winchester Road, but they didn't do it when they were assembled.  I Corinthians 14:23 is one of many clear Bible examples of this use of the word "church."  In this verse, Paul specifies the church "come together into one place" (assembled), thereby implying that a church is a church even when it is not assembled.  Billy knows that, but he gives no evidence to show that Paul is talking about assembled churches in v. 16, and that is the very point he is trying to prove.


In the next three paragraphs, Billy argues that the phrase "praying or prophesying" is "indicative of public worship."  He then gives six passages as examples of one act of worship standing for a more comprehensive public worship.  Although I question most of these passages as being examples of Billy's point, I believe Isaiah 56:17 does make his point; there "prayer" includes other acts of worship, specifically, "burnt offerings and their sacrifices."  However, this point does not come anywhere close to proving Billy's proposition.  First of all, just because Isaiah 56:7 uses the word "prayer" to stand for and include other acts of worship, does that prove I Corinthians 11:5 necessarily does the same?  Of course not, the overwhelming majority of times in the Bible that the word "prayer" is used, it means "prayer" and does not stand for nor include anything else.  The wording of the verse shows that "prayer" includes other acts of worship in Isaiah 56:7.  What evidence in the context shows that "prayer" is used the same way in I Corinthians 11?  None.  The fact that Paul only uses the word "pray" in v. 13 would have no bearing on this issue.  Paul could be leaving off the word "prophesieth" here to avoid unnecessary repetetion of terms.  Secondly, why would Paul use two words in v. 5, if one, by itself, stands for public worship?  That would have Paul saying that a woman should be covered in public worship or public worship.  Lastly, Billy, could Jesus have said, "My house shall be called a house of prayer and baseball," "prayer and baseball" standing for public worship?  Of course not, baseball is not a part of the public worship.  Likewise, the phrase "prayeth or prophesieth" as relating to women in v. 5 can not stand for public worship, as a woman does not prophesy in the public worship (I Corinthians 14:34-35).  The verse plainly and simply means the obvious, a woman is supposed to be covered when she is engaging in either of two activities, praying or prophesying.


In conclusion, there isn't any evidence in I Corinthians 11:2-16 that the woman only has to be covered in the assembly, the passage never even mentions the "assembly" as it relates to this question.  Paul explicitly tells when a woman is to be covered in the passage.  He says when she "prayeth or prophesieth."  That doesn't mean all the time like those who teach that the hair is the only covering would have it to mean, neither does it mean only sometimes when she prays or prophesies like those who teach that it only has to be worn in the assembly would have it to mean.  It means what it says, whenever she "prayeth or prophesieth."
