Billy Duncan / Patrick Donahue Debate – Covering Only In The Assembly – 1988

Article 5 – Donahue’s Third Affirmative

The covering only in the assembly?

Third article by Patrick Donahue


My first and second articles by the above title showed that a women must wear a covering whenever she "prayeth or prophesieth" (I Corinthians 11:5), whether in the assembly or not.  This third article is an answer to Billy Duncan's article, "THE COVERING ONLY IN THE ASSEMBLY! - 2," which was a response to my second article.


Billy first points out what he thinks is an inconsistency in something I said in my first article.  Billy, if I am inconsistent does that prove your theory?  If I said that you were right one-hundred times, would that make you right?  What I mainly meant by "That could possibly be so" in the first article is, "If that were so;" I was leading into the point that I made in the latter part of the sentence.  Whatever I meant by that first article, I don't NOW believe that "prophesieth" in I Corinthians 11:5 includes singing.  I think it means what we usually think of when we say prophesy, that is, preaching (probably inspired).  I do think that both prophesying and singing involve teaching; they are two different ways of teaching.


What I can't understand Billy, is why you didn't answer what I said about my "inconsistency" in my last article.  I spent practically one-third of the article asking you to show another place in the New Testament where the same Greek word (that is translated "prophesieth" in v. 5) is used in a way that includes singing.  Why didn't you give one?  Is it because you can't find one?  If you can't, what makes you think it includes singing here?  And Billy, you do have to show that it includes just singing here.  I showed that with my point toward the end of my fifth paragraph about baseball.  "Prayeth or prophesieth" could not possibly stand for worship in the assembly anymore than "prayer or baseball" could, because a woman is not supposed to either prophesy (I Corinthians 14:34-35) or play baseball in the assembly.


That is real observant of you Billy that I Corinthains 14:34-35 does not use the word "prophesy" but "speak."  Is your point that the passage doesn't condemn women prophesying when "the whole church be come together into one place?"  It does condemn it of course, if prophesying involves speaking.  Does it Billy?


Billy makes a big deal about me using the phrase "assembled churches."  That is real good Billy, but why didn't you answer the argument I made?  The point I was making is that the Bible sometimes uses the word "church" in the sense of "A body of Christians in a community - I Cor. 1:2" (this is from Billy's article).  Now Billy, give some evidence that verse 16 is talking about the assembly as that is what you are trying to prove.  I don't agree that "ekklesia" before and after chapters 11-14 always refers "to a body (or bodies) of Christians."  I don't agree "ekklesia" in chapters 11-14 always refers (except 14:23) to "assemblies."  I believe that 4:17 and 7:17 are talking about the assemblies while I think that 11:22 is talking about a body of Christians.  I am not sure about these.  I looked at all the places in I Corinthians that "ekklesia" was used, and I was sure of only a very few (such as 14:23), and neither are you, Billy.


Billy, all your writing on "DE" doesn't prove a thing.  If the contrast doesn't have to do with his praise or lack of praise of the Corinthians (whether "DE" points forward or backward), then we don't have any idea what the contrast is in verse 2, as the praise idea is the only thing he mentions.  To say it is a contrast between outside and inside the assembly is pure assumption.  Paul does not even hint at that in verse 2 and I don't know how anybody could get that idea from the passage.  I challenge any of the readers to read the end of chapter 10 and the beginning part of chapter 11, and tell me if they get the impression that the contrast pointed out by the word "Now" in 11:2 has anything to do with the assembly as Billy would have it.


Billy, I ask you to go back and read the fifth paragraph of my last article concerning "praying" and "prophesying" standing for "assembly worship" and Isaiah 56:7, as you failed to answer what I said there.  Where is the evidence that "prayeth or prophesieth" in 11:5 stands for public worship?  How could it when a woman does not prophesy in public worship?


In conclusion, there isn't any evidence in I Corinthians 11:2-16 that the woman only has to be covered in the assembly, the passage never even mentions the "assembly" as it relates to this question.  Paul explicitly tells when a woman is to be covered in the passage.  He says when she "prayeth or prophesieth."  That doesn't mean all the time like those who teach that the hair is the only covering would have it to mean, neither does it mean only sometimes when she prays or prophesies like those who teach that it only has to be worn in the assembly would have it to mean.  It means what it says, whenever she "prayeth or prophesieth."
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