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Article 7 – Donahue’s Fourth Affirmative

The covering only in the assembly?

Fourth article by Patrick Donahue


My first, second, and third articles by the above title showed that a women must wear a covering whenever she "prayeth or prophesieth" (I Corinthians 11:5), whether in the assembly or not.  This fourth article is an answer to Mr. Billy Duncan's article, "THE COVERING ONLY IN THE ASSEMBLY! - 3," which was a response to my third article.


The argument is made "that 'praying', 'prophesying', and 'praying or prophesying' is used to denote the whole of worship activity."  I agree that sometimes, in the Bible, a part can stand for the whole.  A good example brought forth by Mr. Duncan was from Isaiah 56:7, where the word "prayer" stands not only for prayer, but also for "burnt offerings and their sacrifices" at the least.  However, for the most part, that is, in the normal case, when you read the word "prayer" in the Bible, it stands only for prayer and prayer alone.  So when we read about prayer in the Bible we must understand it as being used in the normal sense, to mean prayer and prayer only, unless the context demands that it stands for the whole of "public worship."  We can see in Isaiah 56:7 that "prayer" stands also for other items of worship because the verse includes these other items ("burnt offerings and their sacrifices") as being part of the activity of (in the house of) prayer.  There is nothing though in the context of I Corinthians  11:2-16 that would indicate that other items of worship or the whole of "assembly worship" are included by the phrase "prayeth or prophesieth" in verse 5.  There is simply nothing in the context that indicates a "part standing for the whole," much less something that demands it.


Furthermore, not only is there nothing in the context that demands that "prayeth or prophesieth" stand for the whole of public worship, but there is proof from the context that that phrase cannot be standing for "assembly worship" in this passage.  Since a woman cannot prophesy in the assembly (I Corinthians 14:34-35), then the phrase "prayeth or prophesieth" cannot stand for the whole of assembly worship.  A parallel to this would be the phrase "prays or plays baseball."  This phrase could not stand for the whole of assembly worship as a woman (or a man) is not to "play baseball" in the assembly.  God could not have called His house an "house of prayer," if prayer had not been an activity that was performed in that house.  I believe that the phrase "break bread" in Acts 20:7 is a part that stands for the whole of the Lord's supper (I Corinthians 10:16), but I don't believe a phrase like "eat pork," if it had been used instead in Acts 20:7, could stand for the whole of the Lord's supper, as eating pork is not a "part" of that "whole."


The reason that I know that a woman cannot prophesy in the assembly is because I Corinthians 14:34-35 forbids it.  She can preach (Acts 8:4) or teach (Titus 2:4) the gospel outside the assembly but not inside.  Mr. Thayer defines the word "silence" in verse 34 as "to keep silence, hold one's peace."  This is not the same word as that found in I Timothy 2:11,12, Acts 22:2, and II Thessalonians 3:12, which Mr. Thayer defines as "quietness."  I Corinthians 14:34-35 teaches that a woman cannot speak in the assembly, period.  The passage doesn't say that a woman can speak "as long as she is 'under obedience.'"  It teaches that she is not to speak at all, she is to be in silence, and if she does speak, she is not being obedient.  The word here for silence is the same Greek word as in verses 28 ("silence") and 30 ("hold his peace").  Does verse 28 mean that if there is no interpreter, that the man could speak the tongue as long as he did it in a way that would not be leading the assembly?  Does verse 30 mean that prophets could speak at the same time as long as only one was speaking in a way that led the assembly?  If the answer to both these questions is no (and it is), why would verse 34 be any different?  Notice that she is forbidden even to ask a question in the assembly.  Certainly if it were so that she could speak as long as she didn't take the lead, she could ask a question.  Asking a question is normally (and in this case) taking the position of learner or follower, not leader.  The conclusion is that she cannot speak at all (singing would be the only Bible given exception to that) and since a woman speaks when she prophesies, prophesying by a woman in the assembly is forbidden in verse 34-35.


That is why I said previously that it must be proven that prophesieth not only includes singing in this passage (which has not been done), but that it means singing exclusively.  If the phrase in question was "prays" or "sings," then it could possibly be standing for the whole of assembly worship, as a woman can perform both of these acts in the assembly.  But since the woman cannot do both, praying and prophesying, in the assembly, then the passage must be talking about what it appears to be saying, that a woman should be covered whenever she "prayeth or prophesieth," inside or outside the assembly.


The next argument set forth in the article under review, is that Paul is indicating that the covering need not be worn by a woman when she prays outside the assembly, when he says in I Corinthians 11:16, "we have no such custom, neither the churches of God."  If this passage could be proven to be talking about only the worship assemblies (which hasn't been done), it would still not prove that the only place that a woman had to wear the covering was in the worship assembly.  In my previous articles, I made the point that many times in the Bible, the word church is used to denote "a body of Christians in a community," whether in the assembly or out, for example in I Corinthians 1:2 and 14:23.  The body of Christians in a community is still "a church even when it is not assembled."  "A congregation" (or church) sometimes "has worship services" as Mr. Duncan explains.  Most of the time they are not having a worship assembly, but they are still a congregation or church during that time.  A church may be referred to distributively, outside the assembly as when they were persecuted in Acts 8:1 and 3.  When Saul "made havoc of the church" in verse 3, he did it by "entering into every house, and haling men and women committed them to prison."  He did this to the individual members of "the church" outside of the assembly.  A church may even work (or have a practice or "custom") collectively, outside the assembly as when they "communicated" (or had fellowship) with Paul when they "sent once and again unto" his necessity (Philippians 4:15-16).  A church can do the work of relieving widows (I Timothy 5:16), distributively or collectively, outside of the assembly.  This is not to say that "'Whatever the christian does, the church does,'" but it is to say that the church does plenty of things outside of the assembly.  The cause of Christ would surely be in sad shape if all of what "churches of God" did was what they do in the "worship assemblies."  The point is that unless it is proven that I Corinthians 11:16 is talking about the worship assemblies, and them only (which has not been done), then the whole point concerning how this verse indicates that the covering need only be worn in the assembly, is assumed.


The next argument set forth is that the word "Now" (or de) in I Corinthians 11:2 shows a contrast between what Paul was discussing up to that point, which would be pertaining to outside the assembly, with what Paul is discussing from verse 2 on, that which pertains to the assembly.  Vine's Dictionary is quoted to argue that the word ordinances in verse 2 has in view "instructions concerning the gatherings of believers."  This might be significant if the part about the gathering of believers was actually inherent in the definition of the word.  Mr. Thayer defines "paradosis" as "a giving over which is done by word of mouth or in writing, i.e. tradition by instruction, narrative, precept, etc."  I believe the definition that Mr. Vine is giving for "paradosis" is "a handing down or on, denotes a tradition."  He then goes on to state that he believes that the "instructions" that Paul in talking about in I Corinthians 11:2 are those "concerning the gathering of believers."  Let us remember that there is a difference between the scholarship and theology of Mr. Vines and others as they write Bible dictionaries.  Sometimes they give a definition of a word and then proceed to give commentary concerning the word in a particular passage, and that is exactly what Mr. Vines is doing in this particular case.  The fact that the "gathering of believers" is not an inherent part of the definition of this word can be seen by all the other places in the New Testament where this Greek word is used, for example, II Thessalonians 3:6.


I might have been wrong when I said in my article number II that "de" "probably is a contrast between the praise that the Corinthians were receiving in v. 2 and the 'I praise you not' that the Corinthians were receiving in v. 17."  I have thought again about the passage and really think that Paul is using the word here simply to "mark a transition to something new," as in, for example, Matthew 1:18, Luke 8:1, John 7:14, Acts 3:1, Acts 6:1, etc.  I could be wrong and it might be that Paul is intending to contrast the preceeding with the succeeding, but right now I don't know what it would be unless it has something to do with the praise.  To say that it is an indication that Paul is beginning to discuss matters concerning the assembly is just assumption; Paul could have said that, if he had intended that, as he did when he began his discussion of the Lord's supper in I Corinthians 11:17, 18, and 20.


In conclusion, there isn't any evidence in I Corinthians 11:2-16 that the woman only has to be covered in the assembly, the passage never even mentions the "assembly" as it relates to this question.  Paul explicitly tells when a woman is to be covered in the passage.  He says when she "prayeth or prophesieth."  That doesn't mean all the time, like those who teach that the hair is the only covering would have it to mean, neither does it mean only sometimes when she prays or prophesies, like those who teach that it only has to be worn in the assembly would have it to mean.  It means what it says, whenever she "prayeth or prophesieth."
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