Patrick Donahue’s Questions

John Carroll’s Answers
1. 
Is it impossible for a man to keep from committing a particular sin, for example, Adam's first sin and Judas' betrayal of Jesus?

No, both Adam and Judas had choice.

 

2.
Can God be tempted with sin (James 1:13)?  Was Jesus tempted with sin (Hebrews 4:15)?  If your answers to those two question parts are different, please explain how they can be different considering the fact that Jesus is God.

 

Since most translations translate James 1:13 as BY not WITH (ALT, BBE, CEV, DARBY, GNB, GW, ISV, LITV, MKJV, NKJV, WEB, NIV, AMP, NASU, NASB), I will answer as follows.  James 1:13 “And remember, when someone wants to do wrong it is never God who is tempting him, for God never wants to do wrong and never tempts anyone else to do it.” TLB

For temptation to be successful it must be two-fold there must be an external lure or enticement and there also must be an internal apatite or response (James 1:14-15).   In other words there is a difference in being tempted with something and being tempted by something.  For example, a beautiful woman (temptress) could tempt a homosexual to sleep with her, but he would not be tempted BY it.  The offer would be made, but it is no temptation at all because he has on inner response to women.  Someone could tempt him with a woman but he would not be tempted by the woman.  Successful temptation that leads to sin requires an offer and a response.  Have you ever heard anyone say about a food or something, that is so tempting, and someone who doesn’t like it say that is not temptation to me at all.  Both were tempted with it, the offer was made to both, but only the one who had desire for it was tempted by it.

Anyone could try and get God to do something against his will (i.e. tempt him with it), but God cannot be tempted by it because there is nothing in God that can respond.  The same goes for Jesus.  Sorry the answer is so long.  I expressed it the shortest way that I could.

3.
Did Jesus do any things that a regular man does, but that God (the divine spirit only - as before the incarnation) does not do, for example, eat, use the bathroom, sleep, have built in desire (not lust) for a woman as a normal male would, anything?

Yes.  

 

4.
Being a human fully, did Jesus have a human spirit?  Being God, did he have a divine spirit?

Jesus human body had the spirit/breath of life, but the spirit being of Christ was divine.

 

5.
Is God smart/powerful enough to know with certainty something is going to happen in the future (foreknowledge), without forcing it to happen that way (predestination)?

Yes

