Carroll’s First Affirmative

Resolved: The scriptures teach that when the unbeliever departs the believer is free to remarry.

The terms of the proposition as I intend them to be defined are as follows:

The Scriptures: The 66 Books of the Bible.  
Teach: Impart Knowledge, Instruct.   
An Unbeliever: One Is Not a Christian.  
Departs: Divorces the Believer.  
The Believer: One Who Is Born Again.  
Free To Remarry: Has Scriptural Permission To Remarry.

I will base my argument on 1 Corinthians 7:10-15.  The context of 1 Corinthians 7:10-15 will be my sole argument.  I believe that this text clearly teaches that when an unbeliever departs from the believer that the believer is free to remarry.  The primary way in which I will demonstrate this to be true is to show the contrasting instructions given to a believer-believer relationship and a believer-unbeliever relationship.

Paul address Christians in verses 10-11 (1 Corinthians1:2).  He directs his teaching to his general audience, the church.  The command he gave is, “let not the wife depart”
, but if she does she must “remain unmarried or be reconciled”
.  These are the rules that govern marital disputes between two believers.

However, he gives a contrasting set of rules that are to govern marital disputes with believers and unbelievers.  The proof that demonstrates that he was, in verse 10-11, speaking of believers is found in verse 12.

“But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.”  1 Corinthians 7:12 KJV

The phrase, “but to the rest speak I” shows that he is about to address a different demographic.  Who is the rest that he is about to address?  The marital parameter that he addresses here are the relationships of believers with unbelievers, whereas the previous instructions reference believers only.  This is what the natural flow of the text suggests.  It is almost exclusively understood in this way among scholars and grammarians.

John Gill says, “in which he has respect to such as were upon equal foot in matters of religion, who were both of them believers in Christ; but now he speaks to the rest, to such as were unequally yoked, the one a believer, the other an unbeliever”.  Commenting on these verses Jamieson, Fausset, Brown states, “to the rest — the other classes (besides “the married,” 1Co_7:10, where both husband and wife are believers) about whom the Corinthians had inquired, namely, those involved in mixed marriages with unbelievers.”  Vincent in his word studies also states, “He has been speaking to the unmarried (1Co_7:8) and to married parties, both of whom were Christians (1Co_7:10). By the rest he means married couples, one of which remained a heathen.”  

This shows that verses 10-11 are not dealing with a religiously mixed marriage, but religiously compatible marriage.  We know who is addressed in verse 10-11 from the context.  Paul’s audience is identified in 1 Corinthians 1:2, “Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:”  Unless, otherwise stated, one must assume he is writing to Christians.  

He is writing to those who had written to him (1 Corinthians 7:1)
.  He is writing to people who pray and fast (1 Corinthians 7:5)
.  He is writing what he ordained in all the churches (1 Corinthians 7:17)
.   He is writing to the called in the Lord (1Corinthians 7:22-24)
.  He is writing to the brethren (1Corinthians 7:29)
.  He is writing to those who care for the things of the Lord how they may please and serve him without distraction (1 Corinthians 7:32-35)
.  It is not practical that he would be giving instructions to sinners in these texts as they would not receive the letter nor would they be present to hear it read in the church.  Paul is instructing the church and not the sinner in 1 Corinthians 7.  The relationship of two sinners is not under consideration anywhere in chapter 7.  In fact, marriages that do not have a believing spouse are not sanctified (1 Corinthians 7:14), so his instructions cannot be directed toward them.
Verses 12-13 give both sides of the equation.  It applies the same rules from both the husband’s and the wife’s perspectives.  He is contrasting the marriage scenarios between the believer-unbeliever and the believer-believer marriage.  There is a similarity between the two scenarios. He again says, “let him not put her away”
 or “let her not leave him”
.   He gives a similar set of rules to both marital demographics, don’t get a divorce.

However, the greatest contrast is the different responses that one is to have.  When two believers are under consideration, the rule is to remain unmarried or be reconciled.  The contrasting rule for the believer-unbeliever marriage is different.  Notice the response that a believer can have if he or she is divorced by an unbeliever.

But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 1 Corinthians 7:15 KJV

When a believer is divorced by an unbeliever, the believer is not under bondage in such cases.  What does “not under bondage” mean?  Since, he is contrasting the appropriate responses to when an unbeliever leaves a believer and when two believers divorce, “not under bondage in such cases” must be the believer-unbelievers parallel command to that which was given to believers.  The response for believers is “remain unmarried or be reconciled”
, but the contrasting command is “a brother or sister is not under bondage in such cases”
.  So, what is a brother or sister not under bondage to do when divorced by an unbeliever?  They are not under bondage to remain unmarried or be reconciled like the believer is when there is a divorce with a believer.  This brings me to question #1, which, Pat did not answer.  He did not tell us what bondage verses 10-11 has that verse 15 does not have.  This is important, since, according to him; neither is allowed to remarry.  This is an issue, that, I will make quite-a-point out of, as we proceed.  Again, if neither the ones mentioned in verses 10-11 nor verse 15 are permitted to remarry, what bondage does the ones in 10-11 have that the ones in verse 15 is not under.  The case of verse 15, believers and unbelievers, does not have a bondage that others do.

There is contrast being made between the marriages of believers with believers and believers with unbelievers.  The general rule is similar, don’t divorce, but the response is different if they do.  One must remain unmarried or be reconciled, but the other is not under that bondage.

To further illustrate that verses 10-11 does not include unbelievers, notice the small but significant difference in the general command.  In verse 10-11 the command is, “let not the wife depart from her husband”, but in verse 13 the command is, “if he be pleased to dwell, let her not leave him”.  Though similar, they are different.  The rule for a mixed
 marriage is “if he be pleased to dwell”, however, this qualifier is not given in verse 10 proving that the intended recipients are different.

I am sure that my opponent, from his responses to my questions, will take issue with the term “depart” meaning divorce.  So, I will take this part of my speech to show that “depart”, in this context, does indeed mean divorce and not mere separation.

Joseph H. Thayer says that depart (chorizo) means, “divorce, 1 Cor 7:11,15”
.  The way that the word is used elsewhere in the NT would demonstrate, that in a marriage context, it can mean divorce (Matthew 19:6, Mark 10:9).  In these texts, which are the only other marriage texts that it is used in, it is translated “put asunder” and most assuredly refers to divorce.

Also, the context of 1 Corinthians 7 demands that it means divorce.  I argue this on the premise of verse 11.  The one who departs is called “unmarried”.  A mere separation would not make her “unmarried”.  Only divorce would accomplish that.  Unmarried (agamos) is only used in 1 Corinthians 7 and cannot mean separated (1 Corinthians 7:8, 11, 32, 34).  Therefore, this departing must be divorce.

I look forward to my opponent’s response.

� And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: 1 Corinthians 7:10 KJV


�  But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. 1 Corinthians 7:11 KJV








� Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is good for a man not to touch a woman. 1 Corinthians 7:1 KJV


� Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency. 1 Corinthians 7:5 KJV


� But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches. 1 Corinthians 7:17 KJV


�  For he that is called in the Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being free, is Christ's servant. 23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God. 1 Corinthians 7:22-24 KJV


� But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none; 1 Corinthians 7:29 KJV


� But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 33 But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife. 34 There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband. 35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction. 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 KJV


� But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 1 Corinthians 7:12 KJV


� And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 1 Corinthians 7:13 KJV


� But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. 1 Corinthians 7:11 KJV


� But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 1 Corinthians 7:15 KJV


� By mixed I do not mean color, but religiously. 


� (from Thayer's Greek Lexicon, Electronic Database. Copyright © 2000, 2003 by Biblesoft, Inc. All rights reserved.)
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