Keith Storment / Patrick Donahue Exchange – Does I Cor 14:34-35 Apply Today? – 1999

Article 1 – Storment

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN RELIGIOUS ASSEMBLIES (3)

TO DETERMINE THE CORRECT TEACHING AND APPLICATION

OF 1 TIMOTHY 2:11, 12 AND RELATED PASSAGES

READING

1 TIMOTHY 2:1-15

TEXT

1 Timothy 2:11-12

Let a woman quietly receive instruction with

entire submissiveness. But I do not allow a

woman to teach or exercise authority over a man,

but to remain quiet.

INTR()DUCTION

1 In our last two lessons, we examined in detail 1 Corinthians 14:33 - 35. We learned that the wives of the prophets at Corinth were forbidden to interrupt their husbands with questions during the worship service. Such disruptions were shameful during the assembly because of God's desire for order.

2. I believe we have established that these verses did not specifically apply to all women in all assemblies in the first century and they have no direct application to any women in any assemblies today. We can discern some general principles but there is no prohibition against women simply speaking (singing, confessing, saying "Amen" to a sermon or prayer, raising questions or making comments if an opportunity is provided for such) in an assembly today.

3. But does the proper discernment of 1 Corinthians 14:33 - 35 open the door for women to take leadership roles in the assemblies today? Some believe so - thus the more conservative on this issue strongly resist this view and the more liberal press hard to remove the binding force of this passage.

4. I do not believe we have to lean on the broken reed of 1 Corinthians 14:33 - 35 to establish that women should not take or be given leadership roles. 1 Timothy 2:11 12 does contain general principles that applied to all women in all situations in the first century as well as today.
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5. Some have also tried to either limit or dismiss the binding force of this passage today.

a. Modernists say that 1 Timothy 2:11, 12 related only to cultural situations prevailing in the first century or else these verses simply reflect Paul's prejudice against women. (They say essentially the same things about 1 Corinthians 14:33

-35). The following quote demonstrates the attitude of some. This was a part of a speech by a lady delivered at an institutional seminar and my source did not make it clear whether she was discussing the passage in 1 Corinthians 14 or 1 Timothy 2:11, 12, but the illustration is valid in either instance:

"Now, as much as 1 would like to, 1 can no longer put off talking about Paul, our 'thorn in the flesh' for sure

"Paul's arguments are not logical. Apparently, he is so upset that in perfectly normal fashion for such circumstances, he used the most extreme arguments he could think of to bolster his position. Then, he turns right around and tears most of them down."

Quoted in Behold The Pattern by Goebel Music, page 521

b. Some brethren teach that 1 Timothy 2:11, 12 is binding today but only in the assembly.

6. In my study of this passage, I primarily want to deal with these two false ideas. Since I believe most of us here are in general agreement on this passage, I will not spend as much time or go into as much detail as I did with the Corinthian passage.

DISCUSSION

I. THE CONTEXT OF 1 TIMOTHY 2:11,12 INDICATE THAT THESE ARE GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS.

A. The Purpose Of 1 Timothy.

1. Paul had left Timothy in Ephesus to combat certain false teachers.

(1 Timothy 1:14 NASB) Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus according to the commandment of God our Savior, and of Christ Jesus, who is our hope; (2) to Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. (3) As I urged you upon my departure for Macedonia, remain on at Ephesus, in order that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, (4) nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith.
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2. Paul hoped to soon be able to come and help Timothy with these problems but knowing he might be delayed, the apostle wrote a letter of instructions so Timothy could instruct others on proper behavior as members of the church. 

(1 Timothy 3:14-15 NASB) 1 am writing these things to you1 hoping to come to you before long; (15) but in case I am delayed, I write so that you may know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

3. Do we have to deal with false teachers today? Do people still need to learn how members of the family of God ought to act? Obviously, we still need these instructions today.

B. Now, were these simply the instructions of an older, more experienced preacher to a younger man? Was Paul's writing encumbered by the baggage of his culture and his personal preferences and prejudices? Such may be easy for the modernistic liberal to assume since they little or no respect for, or faith in, the inspiration of Scripture. For those who believe the Bible such is absurd.

1. The Holy Spirit guided Paul to write the very mind of God.

(1 Corinthians 2:10-13 NASB) For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. (11) For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man, which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. (12) Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things freely given to us by God, (13) which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.

2. The writing of Paul are the same as the commands of the Lord.

(1 Corinthians 14:37 NASB) If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write to you are the Lord's commandment.

3. So, as we consider the instructions of 1 Timothy 2, we are not considering the words of an uninspired man but the very words - the commands - of our Lord.

C. The Instructions Of 1 Timothy 2.

1. Teachings on prayer (verses 1 - 8)

a. Prayers to be made for all men (verses 1, 2)

b. Pray for all because God desires the salvation of all (verses 3 - 7).

c. Proper manner for prayer (verse 8).

2. The dress and demeanor of women.

a. Proper dress for women described (verses 9, 10).

b. Proper conduct for women prescribed (verses 11, 12).

c. Reasons for the restrictions on women (verses 13, 14).
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d. The God - assigned role for women (verse 15).

C. We find nothing in the larger or immediate context of 1 Timothy 2:11, 12 to suggest that their teachings were limited to the first century or that they only regulate women in the assemblies.

fl. THE TEACHING OF 1 TIMOTHY 2:11-12.

A.
Women are to learn in a quiet, submissive manner.

(1 Timothy 2:11 NKJV) Let a woman learn in silence with all submission.

(1 Timothy 2:11 NASB) Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness.

1. The word translated "silence" ("quietly" - NASB) in this verse is not the same word translated "silent" in I Corinthians 14:34 ("let the women keep silent in the assemblies"). The word in 1 Corinthians denotes absolute silence. (See the references in my first outline.) Here the word denotes "tranquility arising from within, causing no disturbance to others" (Expanded Vines - page 914).

2. Note Acts 21:40; 22:40.

(Acts 21:40 NASB) And when he had given him permission, Paul, standing on the stairs, motioned to the people with his hand; and when there was a great hush, he spoke to them in the Hebrew dialect, saying,

(Acts 22:2 NASB) And when they heard that he was addressing them in the Hebrew dialect, they became even more quiet; and he said,

(Acts 21:40 NKJV) So when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and motioned with his hand to the people. And when there was a great silence, he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, saying,

(Acts 22:2 NKJV) And when they heard that he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, they kept all the more silent. Then he said: 

In 22:40 the word is the same as in 1 Corinthians 14:34 telling us that the crowd became absolutely silent but still boisterous and excited. Then, at hearing Paul address them in their own language, they became even quieter that is they settled down and became calmer in their demeanor.
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3. The word does not concern itself primarily with vocal sound or its absence. This verse does not forbid a woman asking questions about a lesson or engaging in a discussion about a Bible matter in order to learn. If she does so in a disorderly fashion, she violates the principle of order given in 1 Corinthians 14:40. If she does so in a loud and rebellious fashion, she violates the prohibition in this verse.

B. Women are to maintain this quiet manner by refraining from teaching or dominating men.

(1 Timothy 2:12 NASB) But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet

(1 Timothy 2:12 NKJV) And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence

1. "1 do not allow... ". Remember, Paul is speaking as an inspired representative of Jesus. His permission, or lack of it, is the Lord's command on the subject (1 Corinthians 14:37).

2. The New American Standard Version translation "exercise authority over a man" is better than the old King James Version "usurp authority". At least in modern English, the idea of "usurping" is taking or seizing something that does not rightly belong to someone. The Greek here simply conveys the idea of one who acts on their own authority. Some have claimed that as long as a man gives a woman a leadership position, rather than her seizing it, it is acceptable for her to assume a leadership role over men. Simply answered, no man has the authority to give a woman such a position.

3. While grammatically the phrase "exercise authority over a man" does not modify "teach" as some have claimed, I believe the modification must be understood. Other passages clearly show that women did some of the teaching in the early church and should continue to do so today.

4. The Lord does not allow women to take leadership roles and exercise authority over men.

C. To directly apply this passage to our subject under consideration ("The Role Of Women in Religious Assemblies") these verses would prohibit women from taking any sort of leadership role in an assembly where men are present. Providing she retains a quiet and submissive demeanor, women would be allowed to participate in discussions in assemblies.
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III. ARE THERE ANY LIMITATIONS TO APPLYING 1 TIMOTHY 2:11,12?

A. Men and women function in at least four realms:

The church. 

(Ephesians 4:16 NASB) from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

2. The home

(Ephesians 5:22 NASB) Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.

(Ephesians 5:28 NASB) So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself

3. The economy. 

(Acts 18:2-3 NASB) And he found a certain Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. He came to them, (3) and because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them and they were working; for by trade they were tent-makers.

4.TheState

(Matthew 22:21 NASB) They said to Him, "Caesar's." Then He said to them, "Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God the things that are God's.

5. If time would allow, I could establish that each of these realms originated with God and that Christians should function in each of them only as God

authorizes us to do so.

B. Now, to which of these realms does 1 Timothy 2:11, 12 apply? Among conservative brothers and sisters there would be almost universal agreement that women cannot exercise authority over men in the church or in the home. However, an increasing number are saying that they see no problem with women functioning in leadership roles in business or in politics. At the risk of seeming politically incorrect, I would ask us to consider if our beliefs and practices in this area are being governed by the Scriptures or the radical feminist agenda that seeks to supplant man's God-given leadership role in all affairs of life. Please honestly consider some evidence that God meant for 1 Timothy 2:11, 12 to apply to all the areas of our lives.
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1. First, I believe we would be in agreement that the other instructions of 1 Timothy 2 would not be limited to the home or the church.

a. The desire of God for our salvation is universal - not limited to the church or the home (verse 3).

b. Men are to pray with holy hands in every place (verse 8) - not just in the church or in the home.

c. Who would claim that women must wear decent clothes in the church or at home but is free to wear indecent clothing elsewhere (verses 9, 10)?

2. Second, the reasons Paul gives for the restrictions of 1 Timothy 2:11, 12 are universal. They are not limited by the culture of the first century or to certain realms of human activity.

a. Women are to be submissive to men because of prioritv in creation (verse 13). If there is ever a time or place where woman was created first and then man, then in that time and place women may exercise authority over men.

b. Women are to be submissive to men because of susceptibility to deception (verse 14). Again, if there is ever a time or place where Adam is deceived instead of Eve, then in that time and place women may exercise authority over men.

3. Finally, 1 Timothy 2:11, 12 is based on the divine order of headship given in 1 Corinthians 11:3. All would agree that the first two links in these chain are universally applicable. Why should we seek to limit the third?

(1 Corinthians 11:3 NASB) But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.

a. Is God only the head of Christ in the church and the home?

b. Is Christ the head of man only in the church and the home?

c. Is man the head of woman only in the church and the home?

d. If you answered "Yes" to the first two questions and "No" to the third, please explain on what grounds you make the distinction.

C. I realize that this position is not popular in today's society and may present a number of difficulties that are not easy to resolve. However, those factors do not change the Bible principles. I also accept that the role of women in the economic and civil realms does not affect our fellowship as directly and immediately as the issue of her role in the church and the home. However, I believe error in the former will eventually effect the latter. Women who are used to taking charge in the work place and in civil affairs will find it increasingly difficult not to seek to take charge in the church and in the home.
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1 To return to the role of women in the assembly for our close: I recognize that some hold different opinions than I do about these matters. As long as our differences are in the realm of "the faith " (Romans 14:1)1 will respect your opinion and will not seek to make it a test of fellowship. I ask those who may differ with my position to do likewise.

2. To be specific, I will not intentionally try to cause a woman to speak in any of our assemblies where such speaking would violate her conscience. Likewise, I ask those who feel a woman should remain silent not to seek to silence those who can participate in full assurance of faith.

3. I believe the principles of Romans 14 and 1 Corinthians 8 should guide us in this matter as we all strive to come to a more perfect knowledge of our Lord and Savior (Ephesians 4:13 . 15).

ORIGINALLY BASED ON MATERIAL

FROM BILL CAVENDER
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