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Born Again

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
“Born Again” is an analogy (parallel) to being born physically, a new innocent baby, except we are talking spiritually.  New – no wrinkles, scars / no sin.  Both involve starting a new life.
II Pet 2:22 - To be clean, a pig first needs to be washed, and then he must stay out of the mud:
1.
forgiveness of sin - No matter how clean you start living, you won’t be clean from your old sins unless you have been forgiven of them to start with.
· Heb 13:12 Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood …
· John 3:5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  What is “born of water” referring to here?  There is only one thing of spiritual significance in the NT that involves water - water baptism:  I Pet 3:20-21, Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16
· Acts 2:38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
2.
become a new/different person in the way you live

· Rom 6:3-4 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  6 … our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  17-18 ye were the servants of sin, but … ye became the servants of righteousness.  Notice from Rom 6:4 this new (born again) life starts at baptism.  That is when we are forgiven, and that’s when we start living differently.
· II Cor 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
· Col 3:9-10 … seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
This life change is also called repentance Ezek 18:21-22, Luke 13:3, II Pet 3:9.
I Pet 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever (James 1:18a,21b, I Cor 4:15c).  So being “born again” is not done through a miracle per se, but through the power (divine persuasion) of the gospel - Rom 1:16, Rom 10:17, II Cor 5:10-11, John 6:44-45.  A young man draws a young lady, but he does it thru actions of love, persuasion, conduct, careful attention to her, kindness, etc., not through force.  He doesn’t take away her free will, but he does open her heart nonetheless.  Similarly, God’s opens our hearts using the instrument of His word. - Eph 6:17b, II Thess 2:14a
