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Evidences For:  The Bible Is God’s Word
Messianic Prophecies (specific - couldn’t have been guessed)
· born at Bethlehem Micah 5:2 / Matthew 2:1,4-6
· betrayed for 30 pieces of silver Zechariah 11:12 / Matthew 26:15
· betrayal money used to buy potter’s field Zechariah 11:13 / Matthew 27:7
· cast lots for Jesus’ garments Psalms 22:18 / John 19:23-24
· why has thou forsaken me? Psalms 22:1a / Matthew 27:46
· Jesus’ side pierced Zechariah 12:10 / John 19:34

Other Prophecies
· Isaiah 44:28-45:1 predicted that King Cyrus of Persia would let the Israelites out of captivity over 150 years before Cyrus was born (see fulfillment in Ezra 1:1ff) – Cyrus decreed rebuilding of temple in 538 BC
· Ezekiel 25:14 predicted “that Israel would be used by God to take vengeance on Edom.  Considering the fact that Israel was then in the Babylonian captivity, such a prophecy probably seemed ludicrous.  Yet, some four centuries later the prediction finds its fulfillment in Judas Maccabeus (164 BC) and John Hyreanus (126 BC).  Thousands of Edomites were slain and the nation was forced to submit to Jewish circumcision, and for all practical purposes they became Jews.” - Evidence That Demands A Verdict, Josh McDowell, Vol 1, p.292
· Christ’s kingdom was to appear during the days of the Roman empire Dan 2:28-44 (written in 539 BC)
1st kingdom = head of gold (2:38) = lion (7:3-4) = Babylon (2:28) – 605-538 BC
2nd kingdom (2:39) = breast & arms of silver (2:32) = bear (7:5) = ram (8:3) = Media and Persia (8:20) – 538-331 BC
3rd kingdom (2:39)  = belly & thighs of brass (2:32) = leopard (7:6) = goat (8:5) = Grecia (8:21) – 331-146 BC
4th kingdom (2:40) = legs & feet of iron (2:33) = beast (7:7) – will devour whole earth (7:23) = Rome – 146 BC – 500 AD
Christ’s kingdom to be set up during the days of the 4th kingdom (2:44, 7:13-14)
· Dan 9:24-27 predicted the Christ would be killed some 490 years after the command to restore Jerusalem at the end of the Babylonian captivity.  The word is 70 “sevens” (Strong’s) so it could refer to years just as easily as weeks.  Notice it is translated “sevens” in the NIV.  The Revised Standard has “seventy weeks of years.”  “In the midst of the week” (“in the middle of the seven” - NIV), referring to Christ’s personal ministry, would seem to nail it down that we are talking about years, not weeks – since half a week in verse 27 equals about 3.5 years.  “Case For Christ” by Lee Strobel says Dan 9:24-27 is referring to the decree done by King Artaxerxes, not by Cyrus.  Josh McDowell in “Evidence That Demands A Verdict” (vol 1, page 170) writes the decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah in 444 B.C. is the one referred to.  He lists four different decrees and says that must be the one.  Details are given to show that 483 years multiplied by 360 days per year gets us to the triumphal entry of Christ.  McDowell has five pages devoted to this amazing prophecy.

(the above two prophesies were in the Septuagint translation done about 282 B.C.)

· Isaiah 13:19-22 destruction of Babylon such never to be inhabited again / Wikipedia - “Babylon … was an Akkadian city-state (founded in 1894 BC by an Amorite dynasty) of ancient Mesopotamia, the remains of which are found in present-day Al Hillah, Babylon Province, Iraq, about 85 kilometers (55 mi) south of Baghdad.  All that remains of the original ancient famed city of Babylon today is a large mound, or tell, of broken mud-brick buildings and debris in the fertile Mesopotamian plain between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.”
· Ezekiel 26:1-14 destruction of Tyre by “many nations” (v.3) and “Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon” (v.7) / Wikipedia - “Tyre … was often attacked by Egypt, besieged by Shalmaneser V, who was assisted by the Phoenicians of the mainland, for five years, and by Nebuchadnezzar (586-573 BC).”
· Matthew 24:1-34 predicted details of the destruction of Jerusalem (which occurred about 70 A.D.).  Compare Deut 28:49ff with Josephus’ description of the destruction of Jerusalem (“since the city had been so grievously beset with hunger … slaughtered her young child in the cradle, roasted half of it and ate it”) - v.52 besieged until walls come down, v.53 eat own flesh, v.64 remaining Jews scattered

Scientific Foreknowledge:  Genesis 17:12 taught circumcision on 8th day – before this, clotting factor less than 100% of normal; 8th day is only day of life that clotting factor is greater than 100% of normal
More Science:

· infinite space plus infinite time = infinite number of other life forms that should have evolved and contacted us

· did the universe create itself?  how could something come from nothing if only the regular laws of nature have always operated with no exception? - Rom 1:20, Psalms 19:1
· where did the first (impossibly dense) spec come from that started the big bang?

· after billions of years of just sitting there, what all of a sudden caused that original spec to explode?

· living things always come from the living (and reproduce after their own kind) - how did we get the first living thing?

· design must come from a designer - human brain better than computer, eye better than camera, reproductive system
· every effect must have an adequate cause
Historical Accuracy:  Critics once scoffed at the mention of the Hittites in the Biblical narratives [supposedly they never existed] (Genesis 23:10, 26:34), but the archaeological discoveries at ancient Boghazkoy (in Turkey) have exploded that criticism and confirmed the “authenticity of the background material of the Old Testament” (Bulletin of the American School of Oriental Research, Vol.129, 1953, p.18).
