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Forgiveness

Sin and the resulting separation from God due to our sin is the problem:

· Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
· Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
God's forgiveness is the answer:
· Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;
· Heb 8:12 I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, & their sins & their iniquities will I remember no more.
All forgiveness by God is based upon the sacrifice of Christ:

· I Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 
· Rev 1:5 And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
God’s forgiveness has always been contingent upon our repentance (gay church believes but doesn’t repent)
· Ezek 18:21-22 But if the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die.  All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him: in his righteousness that he hath done he shall live.
· Luke 13:3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. – all forgiveness is conditioned upon repentance, in becoming a Christian and as a Christian …
· Acts 2:38 Repent, and be baptized every one of you … for the remission of sins …
· I John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful . to forgive us our sins, & to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
· II Pet 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.
· Prov 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth & forsaketh them shall have mercy.
We must be willing to forgive others to be forgiven ourselves:
· Matthew 6:14-15 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:  But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.
· Eph 4:32 … be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God … hath forgiven you.
We should only forgive others conditioned upon their repentance (we are emulating God in this respect):

· Luke 17:3 … If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.
· Lev 19:17 Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share in their guilt. – not forgiving does not mean hate; it means continuing to rebuke and thus not sharing in their guilt

But that doesn’t mean we show hatred, hold a grudge, or are bitter against them, or are vengeful toward them:

· Lev 19:18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the Lord.
· Eph 4:31 Let all bitterness and anger … and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice (hatred)
· Col 3:19 Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter against them.
· Heb 12:15 … lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled
· James 5:9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned …
We must obey the gospel for our sins to be washed away by the blood of Christ – Acts 22:16 – “And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”


