God’s Marriage Law
Marry The Opposite Sex

Matt 19:4-5 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? – So Jesus did teach against gay marriages while on earth.
Rom 1:26-27 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into that which is against nature:  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. – A sin, but also unnatural – body parts don’t fit.
I Cor 6:9-10 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. (NKJV)
MarryA Christian

It would be next to impossible to have the marriage God intended unless you marry a Christian.  There would probably be constant conflicts on:

· church attendance
· how to raise the kids

· what to do with leisure time

· church contribution

· etc.

Not only is it unwise to marry a non-Christian, the Bible teaches it is a sin, a transgression of God's law (I John 3:4).

I Cor 9:5 - "Do we not have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?" (ESV)

The idea is that Paul did not have to marry, but he had a right to.  But if he did marry, it must be to a “sister” (KJV) - that part is specified.

Parallel:  In Alabama a 15 year old has a right to drive - with a learner's permit and a licensed adult in the front seat.  That means he can drive (but doesn't have to), but if he does drive, the permit and an adult is required.
Divorce And Remarriage
The Facts

Matthew 19:9 "... Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery."

The General Rule is - divorce & remarriage constitutes an adulterous marriage.

The only exception to that rule is – implied …
A person may divorce their spouse "for fornication" and remarry without committing adultery:

· fornication must have been committed – there is only ONE scriptural cause
· the one who would remarry must divorce the guilty
· the divorce must be for the cause of fornication – meaning the innocent would NOT have gotten the divorce anyway if fornication had not occurred
b - If put away spouse remarries, adultery results, regardless of the divorce cause
The Reason

Divorce And Remarriage Constitutes Adultery

Rom 7:2-3 "For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.  So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man." 

A good synonym for “bound” here is “obligated.”

The reason a woman commits adultery if she is divorced unscripturally by her husband and she remarries, is because she is still bound (obligated) to that first husband.  Divorce unapproved by God does not change that obligation.
Understanding The Reason

Helps Us Answer Most Questions

The reason it is wrong to marry a divorced person is not because they have the label “divorced” per se; instead it is because they are bound/obligated to someone else.  You can also tell this by the meaning of the word “adultery” – “to have unlawful intercourse with another's wife” (Thayer).
· Why does I Cor 7:11 not contradict Matt 19:9b?

· If gay couple is “divorced”, why can they then marry women?

· If a woman’s first marriage was unscriptural, when she gets out of that adulterous marriage (as she ought), can she marry for the first time scripturally?  (Lottie Hudson)

· If a divorced person’s original spouse dies, then can they remarry?
Mark 6:17-18
For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife:  for he had married her.  For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife.
Mark 6:17-18 shows that Herod and Herodias' marriage was "not lawful."  It doesn’t matter so much why it was unlawful, since they lived under a different covenant than we do anyway.  (repeated unlawful sex must be stopped, whether incest or adultery)
It wasn’t just wrong for Herod to marry Herodias, it was wrong for him to “have” (possess) her - as in "it is against the law to possess marijuana."  See the significance of the word “have”? 

Why do the unscripturally married have to separate?  Because every time they have intercourse, they commit adultery.  Adulterer – “denotes one who has unlawful intercourse with the spouse of another” (Vines) – Heb 13:4 done in “bed” - they must stop that!
Except

•
John 3:3 except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God → no other way to enter the kingdom

•
Luke 13:3 except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish → rules out all other ways to avoid perishing

•
John 8:24 except ye believe that I am he, ye shall die in your sins (ASV) → no other way to avoid dying in sin

Matt 19:9a Whosoever shall put away his wife, EXCEPT it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery → rules out all other causes to divorce and remarry

Mike Willis On Divorce Not For Fornication, With No Remarriage

a.
A person may have to divorce his mate to break an unscriptural marriage (Matt. 19:9). In this case, one is divorcing for the kingdom of heaven's sake. 

b.
A person may have to leave his mate to become or remain a Christian (Luke 18:29-30; 1 Cor. 7: 15; Matt. 10:34-48; Luke 14:26). In this case, one is divorcing for the kingdom of heaven's sake. 

c.
A person may be in a marriage relationship in which his mate runs up bills which he has no intention of paying. In this case, one's responsibility to God to pay one's bills would demand that he not be supportive of his mate's ungodly behavior (Rom. 13:8). 

d.
A mate may be abusive to the children (beating). A person has a responsibility to bring up his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:1-4). To fulfill that responsibility, may require him to leave his mate to provide for the children. 

e.
There are some cases in which one must leave to have physical & emotional health. One's obligation to serve God would require him to preserve his physical & emotional well being.

f.
Sometimes a couple becomes so alienated from each other, the hostilities have reached such a point, that they must live apart.

(1) Cf. Prov. 21:9; 25:24; 1 Cor. 7:15-16. 

(2) We cannot force them to stay together. 

(3) The Scriptures do not teach a person that he must become a doormat to his partner to keep the marriage together. A person who becomes another's doormat will do more to destroy his mate's love and respect for him than about anything else he can do. A person has to maintain his own self-esteem to have proper Bible love. One is to love his neighbor "as himself" and the husband is to love his wife "as his own body" (Matt. 22:39; Eph. 5:33).

g. Obviously, there is going to have to be left some room for judgment in these matters. (Those who allow a "separation" but not a "divorce" agree that there are some areas of human judgment that we must leave for each other.) 

C. Sometimes we place the blame for divorce on the wrong shoulders -- we blame the mate who has reached the end of his rope in tolerating an intolerable situation and in his desperation has filed for a divorce, rather than blaming the one guilty of the ungodliness who created the intolerable circumstances. 

D. If one must separate from his mate in order to serve his God, that is exactly what he should do!

Divorce Without Remarriage Is Wrong
Matt 5:32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery:  and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.
This reads the same as Matt 19:9, except Matt 5:32 proves it is also a sin to divorce your spouse, even if you never remarry.
Remember how the word “except” works?
Marital Separation Is Wrong

I Cor 7:10 “And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband”

I Cor 7:3-5 “Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband.  The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife.  Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency.”
I Pet 3:7 “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.”

Matt 19:6 “So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” (NKJV)
I Cor 7:11 / Deut 22:28-29 - Contingency Legislation

And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband:  But and IF she depart, let her remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband …
Some argue Paul would not have told the woman what to do if she departed, unless departing was right.

But notice Deut 22:28-29:

If a man find a damsel that is a virgin, which is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with her, and they be found; Then the man that lay with her shall give unto the damsel's father fifty shekels of silver, and she shall be his wife; because he that humbled her, he may not put her away all his days.

By this reasoning, Moses would not have told the man what to do if he committed fornication, unless the fornication was right.

Contingency legislation does not necessarily condone the contingency.

I Cor 7:11 doesn't allow for departing any more than Deut 22:28-29 allowed for fornication.
Mental Divorce

My opponent’s May 21, 1999 debate proposition - The Bible teaches that if a woman is put away for a reason other than fornication and her husband marries another, then she (the put away woman) may marry another.
Luke 16:18 Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery:  and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery.
This verse envisions a man Fred, who puts away his wife, Ethel, unscripturally, and then marries Jane.  The verse goes on to say that it is adultery if someone marries Ethel at this point, after Fred has put her away, and even after Fred has remarried and committed adultery against Ethel.
Does "Put Away" Just Mean “Repudiate”?

(Tim Haile And Others)
Bauer, Danker, Arndt, and Gingrich – to dissolve a marriage relationship, to divorce
Strong's - divorce
Berry's Lexicon - to put away a wife, divorce, ... Luke 16:18
Analytical Greek Lexicon - to divorce
Liddell-Scott-Jones Greek-English Lexicon - divorce a wife
NKJV (and NASV)

Matt 5:32 ... whoever divorces his wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman who is divorced commits adultery.
Matt 19:3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?"
Matt 19:9 Whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; & whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery
Mark 10:11-12 Whosover divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her.  And if a woman divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery
Luke 16:18 Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery.
Gender Switching in the MDR Passages

Some are now teaching a woman cannot divorce her husband for fornication, because Matthew 19:9 and 5:32 only state the exception clause from the standpoint of the man.
Acts 10:34-35 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:  But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.
Because of passages like Acts 10:34-35, the general rule in the Bible is that any law that applies to the man, also applies to the woman (as God is no respecter of persons).  Just like Galatians 3:28 teaches that God’s laws apply equally to Greeks as they do to Jews, it teaches the same about male and female.  There are exceptions of course (e.g., Rom 11:13ff “For I speak to you Gentiles”, I Cor 14:34-35).
Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
Illustrations Of This Gender Switching Principle

I Cor 7:39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. – Where is the authority for a widower to remarry?
Exod 20:2-17 When does “Thou” switch to meaning only the males?, or is it also saying a woman should not covet her neighbor’s husband?

Luke 18:29-30 And he said unto them, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of God's sake, Who shall not receive manifold more in this present time, and in the world to come life everlasting. – What about a woman who leaves her husband because it is an unscriptural marriage?
Matt 19:4-5 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? – Doesn’t this passage teach a woman also should leave father and mother and cleave to her husband and become one flesh with him?
Brother (Noun Masculine)
These Passages Don’t Apply To The Woman?

Matt 18:15 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone …
Matt 5:22a But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment …
Matt 5:23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
I Cor 5:11 But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolator, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.
Aner (Male)

Not Anthopos (A Human Being, Whether Male Or Female)
These Passages Don’t Apply To The Woman?

Rom 4:8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.
James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.
James 3:2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.
Many more examples on my list at home
Olan Hicks’ Primary Argument

Matthew 19:9a:  … Whosoever shall put away his wife, … and shall marry another, committeth adultery …
Olan Hicks, What The Bible Says About MDR, p.177:

The condition ‘shall marry another’ is seen as taking place in cohabitation, not at the point of the wedding ceremony.
Mr. Hicks says the adultery here is divorcing and having a wedding ceremony (breaking the covenant by formalizing a second marriage contract), and has nothing to do with the sexual relations that follow the wedding ceremony.  So according to Mr. Hicks, there is no ongoing sin, therefore a person can repent of the divorce and remarriage, and just stay in the marriage he is in.

Marry = Sexual Relations Included
I Corinthians 7:9b - A Biblical Parallel

I Corinthians 7:9b for it is better to marry than to burn (in lust)

· Does this mean having a “wedding ceremony” by itself will help stop lust?
· Or is Paul using the word "marry" to include the sexual relations led to and authorized by the wedding ceremony?

Olan Hicks on I Cor 7:3-5,9, What The Bible Says About MDR, p.30,33,73:

A marriage contract alone does not prevent fornication.  … A healthy and satisfying sexual relationship does.  … Thus the New Testament clearly pictures marriage as a deterrent to sexual temptation, … because marriage is the only context is which sexual activity is permitted. … But to those whose control of their natural passions depend on it, marriage is commanded on the basis … that “it is better to marry than to burn.” … This confirms the fact … that a marriage license alone does not prevent temptation.  A healthy sex life does.
I simply mean engage in all of the things that a marriage consists of, including sexual activity.  (Olan Hicks, J.T. Smith Debate, p.141)

Conclusion:  “Marry” includes sexual relations in I Cor 7:9 and Matt 19:9
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