Jesus Is The Life
John 14:6

Jesus is “the life” primarily in the sense he gives life. We cherish life here, and as a general rule, people don’t look forward to the end of their life.  But Jesus is talking about a better kind of life, and one that lasts forever.
Jesus’ death provides the basis for our resurrection:

· John 11:25a I am the resurrection, and the life
· I Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
Jesus’ death also provides for what we call “spiritual life” (in contrast to “physical life”).  In both cases, the opposite involves a death / separation:

· James 2:26a (physical) For as the body without the spirit is dead
· Isaiah 59:2a your iniquities have separated between you and your God
· Romans 6:23a For the wages of sin is death
What is the “spiritual life” that Jesus gives ?
Spiritual Life  =  Fellowship With God
“fellowship” means we are not separated from God, we are not spiritually dead I John 1:3,6:
… truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ … If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth
Jesus momentarily lost fellowship with the Father Matthew 27:46:
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
because our sin was laid upon him Isaiah 53:6b:
and the Lord hath laid on him (Jesus) the iniquity of us all
When we sin, God has to “forsake” us in the sense that he cannot have fellowship with us.

Spiritual Life  =

Saved Relationship With God
John 5:24 … He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
We can have that assurance of God’s approval, and not be “afraid of death.”

Spiritual Life  =  Eternal Life
I John 5:12 uses spiritual life interchangeably with eternal life in vs.11,13:

And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
Romans 6:23 uses eternal life as an antithesis to spiritual death:
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life …
John 6:33, 47, 53-54 spiritual life and eternal life used interchangeably:
For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world … He that believeth on me hath everlasting life … Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.  Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.
Spiritual Life  →  Immortality

Romans 2:7 To them who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life.
II Timothy 1:10b Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel
I Corinthians 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality …
If We Appropriate Jesus’ Sacrifice To Ourselves,

Then We Receive “Eternal Life”
John 6:51 I am the living bread which came down from heaven:  if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever:  and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.
(not talking about eating the Lord’s Supper, but taking advantage of, accepting the benefits of the Lord’s death)

John 4:14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.
We Appropriate/Apply Jesus’ Sacrifice

To Ourselves By Keeping His Sayings
John 8:51b If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.
John 6:47b He that believeth on me hath everlasting life
John 11:26a And whosoever … believeth in me shall never die
(see why we call it “spiritual life”? – a lot of believers have died physically)
Jesus “Is The Life” Secondarily In The Sense

He Teaches We Must Have A New/Changed Life
John 15:5-6 I am the vine, ye are the branches:  He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:  for without me ye can do nothing.  If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.

We have to continue to abide as branches in the vine to continue to possess the life Christ gives.  If we remove ourselves from the vine, we die (spiritually).
Analogies Are Used To Help Us Understand

The Extent Of The Change That Is Required
John 3:3b Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Rom 6:6a … our old man is crucified with Christ

II Corinthians 5:17a Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature

· born again, old man crucified, new creature

· all are basically the same analogy

· refer to results of our repentance - a changed life

The point of the analogies – we must be a completely new person - our lives must totally change.
If A Person Really Changes His Life,

He Will Be Totally Committed To Christ

Matthew 16:24-26 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
He will be willing to give up anything for Christ.
Abraham Was Asked To Kill His Son

Genesis 22:2 God said Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.
None of us have ever been asked to do something as difficult as Abraham was asked to do.  Anything we may have to sacrifice for God pales in comparison.
Paul Was Asked To Give Up His Religion
Philippians 3:4-8 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.  Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ
We may have to give up our religion.  The truth is the only thing that will “set you free” from sin (John 8:32)
You May Have To Give Up An Unscriptural Spouse

Romans 7:2-3 For the woman which hath an husband is bound by the law to her husband so long as he liveth; but if the husband be dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband.  So then if, while her husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.
Matthew 19:9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.
Mark 10:29-30 And Jesus … said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel's, but he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.
We May Have To Give Up Family

II Thessalonians 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.
It says “every brother.”  That would include relatives too.
We May Have To Give Up Our Job

Matthew 6:33 … seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Examples:
· doctor that performs abortions

· if you drive a delivery truck that includes beer
· if you are a lawyer helping people get unscriptural divorces or take bankruptcy
· etc.
We May Have To Give Up Much Of

What The World Calls Entertainment

Matthew 5:28 … whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.
· Matt 5:28 nakedness and immodesty – TV & movies
· Eph 4:29 “corrupt communication” - foul language

· Gal 5:19 “lasciviousness” – in jokes & conversation
· Galatians 5:21 “and such like”
Recall the burning of books in Acts 19:17-20 ?
We May Have To Give Up Some Recreation
Suppose they schedule games during worship - Hebrews 10:25
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching
What if they require immodest clothing while participating (e.g. cheerleading, volleyball, basketball) - I Timothy 2:9-10:
In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works.
We Will Have To Give Up Time

Acts 8:4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.
One of the surest signs of a truly changed life and total commitment to Christ’s purpose and cause is to do what we call “personal work.”
It takes a great sacrifice of time to continuously attempt to get classes with others, and then teach them.
Jesus Is The Life

He Should Live Through Us

Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:  and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Since Jesus gives us life in return for us giving him our life, doesn’t he deserve our everything ?

Lynn Headrick – We aren’t really obeying God until we do something we wouldn’t have done anyway.
Are we holding back things that are the most important to us ?
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