Predestination vs. Foreknowledge
The concepts of Predestination and Foreknowledge are not the same thing, but are both taught by the Bible.

Both are mentioned in Acts 2:23:  Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:
God used both in sending His son to die for us
Predestination

God plans something and then makes it happen

Examples …

· Gen 1:1 In the beginning God created the heaven & the earth.
· Noah’s flood
· Moses’ parting of the Red Sea
· Jesus to be a descendant of Abraham and David (thru Mary)
· Jesus' virgin birth
· Jesus' resurrection
· The choosing of Matthias as an apostle Acts 1:24-26

God didn’t just know these things were going to happen, He made them happen. They wouldn’t have happened on their own
Foreknowledge

God doesn't make something  happen (He doesn’t force it), but knows of a certainty ahead of time it will happen, and perhaps uses the fact that it will happen in His planning and purposes
Seeing Nathanael

John 1:48

Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee.

Seeing Nathanael ahead of time may not have been foreknowledge exactly, but it gets at the idea of Jesus being able to miraculously see something before it happens without forcing it to happen.
Soldier Not Breaking Jesus' Bones

John 19:32-36
Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him.  But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:  But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.  And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe.  For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.

The soldier not breaking Jesus' bones was foreseen, but not forced.  The soldier freely chose not to break them because Jesus was dead already.
Judas' Betrayal Of Jesus

John 13:21,26:  When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, & testified & said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. … Jesus answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it.  And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.
Matt 26:21,25:  And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. ... Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? He said unto him, Thou hast said.
Judas still had complete freedom of choice, but God knew ahead of time what he was going to choose, and used that for His divine purposes, to help accomplish His plan of salvation.

Peter's Denial Of Christ

Matthew 26:34

Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.
God never forces people to sin, but sometimes (or perhaps all the time) he knows they will.
Revelation 17:8

… whose names were not written in the book of life from the foundation of the world …

So perhaps this is what Rev 17:8 is talking about.  Just like God can know ahead of time when someone will sin, He can  know ahead of time if and when they will choose to do good.  But this is foreknowledge, not predestination.

God does not force people to obey the gospel (“irresistible grace”), but He can know ahead of time who is going to obey the gospel – if He so chooses.

Genesis 22:12
And he (God) said (unto Abraham), Lay not thine hand upon the lad (Isaac), neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

a possible illustration of God choosing not to use His power of foreknowledge
The Sovereignty Of God

Calvinists say we (non Calvinists) don't really believe in the sovereignty of God if man has free choice (meaning God doesn't have complete control from the Calvinistic viewpoint).
But we believe in a more sovereign/powerful God than the Calvinist does.  God can allow us free choice, knows what we are going to choose, and then use our choices to accomplish his will.  Being able to control things while still allowing free choice is much more powerful than only being able to control things through force.
If I could predict with 99% certainty that Wesley would want to play ping pong when I got home from work, then surely God is smart enough to predict whatever He wants to with 100% certainty.
God Sometimes Uses The Wicked

God never predestinates (forces) people to sin (because that would make Him a partaker in their sin), but He does many times use the wicked and their deeds to accomplish His divine purposes.
Examples …
Joseph Being Sold Into Slavery

Genesis 45:5-8 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.  For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest.  And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

Genesis 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.
Jacob’s sons did something evil of their own free will, but God used their choice to keep Jacob’s descendants from dying in the famine.

Jesus’ Betrayal For 30 Pieces Of Silver

Zechariah 11:13
And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter:  a goodly price that I was prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the house of the Lord.
Judas did something evil of his own free will, but God used his choice to bring about Jesus’ death for our salvation from sin.

God Used Assyria To Punish Israel

Isaiah 10:5-7,12

O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the staff in their hand is mine indignation.  I will send him against an hypocritical nation, and against the people of my wrath will I give him a charge, to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.  Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so; but it is in his heart to destroy and cut off nations not a few. … Wherefore it shall come to pass, that when the Lord hath performed his whole work upon mount Zion and on Jerusalem, I will punish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks.

God Used Babylon To Punish Israel

“My Servant” Nebechadnezzar

Jeremiah 25:4-5,7-9,11-12

And the Lord hath sent unto you all his servants the prophets, … but ye have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear .  They said, Turn ye again now every one from his evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord hath given unto you and to your fathers for ever and ever: ... Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, saith the Lord; that ye might provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt.  Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Because ye have not heard my words,  Behold, I will send and take all the families of the north, … and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. … And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.  And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are accomplished, that I will punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, saith the Lord, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans …
God Uses Our Civil Governments (And Other Sinners) To
Punish Evildoers And To Wage War Against Evil Nations
Romans 12:17-13:1-10
Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink : for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.  Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God : the powers that be are ordained of God.  Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves condemnation.  For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:  For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.  Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.  For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.  Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.  Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: ... and … Love worketh no ill to his neighbour
Not Us (Christians)
Rom 12:17- 21 Recompense to no man evil for evil. … If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.  … avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink : for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
The section then proceeds to talk about how God will take of needed vengeance by using civil government and ends with (13:8-10):  Owe no man any thing, but to love one another ... and … Love worketh no ill to his neighbor …
John 18:36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.
Matt 10:16 … be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.
Matt 26:52 … all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.
Matt 5:39 But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.

Matt 5:44 . I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
Lessons Learned

The Bible does teach Predestination.  We shouldn’t deny it.  But it does not teach the Calvinistic theory of “unconditional election” to salvation (predestinating/forcing the names of those who would be saved).  No, II Pet 1:10 says “… brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall.”

The Bible teaches Foreknowledge, and while there may be some overlapping in their use, it is a very different divine ability than Predestination.

God sometimes uses the wicked deeds of men to accomplish His divine and good purposes.  He is that wise and powerful.

This is how it can be said that God uses men to punish evildoers today, even though He doesn’t authorize Christian to participate in same.
