Psalms 51
Most think Psalms 51 has to do with David’s reaction to his sin with Bathsheba.  It doesn’t really matter, but for the purposes of this study, we will assume that fact is so.
Read the chapter

We Must Acknowledge Our Sin

And Ask For Forgiveness
3
I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me.
1
Have mercy upon me, O God
9
Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.
This is what David did and he received forgiven right then (he didn’t have to wait on the death of Christ for forgiveness – Rom 3:24-26) – II Sam 12:13 – “And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.”
God Is More Than Willing To Forgive

Due To His Lovingkindness And Mercy
1 according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions.

Forgiveness Of Sin

Is Compared To Physical Cleansings
2 Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.

7
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

9b
blot out all mine iniquities.
Psalms 51:5
Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.

"shapen in iniquity"

· Does "born in a tongue" (Acts 2:8) mean the audience was born speaking, or that they were born into an environment that taught them that tongue?

· John was born “in a potato patch” – does that make John a potato?

"in sin did my mother conceive me"

Does "in anger did my brother hit me" indicate I was angry, or that my brother was angry?  The verse says the mother was "in sin," not David !

I think David is using a hyperbole ("obvious and intentional exaggeration") here.  In discussing the magnitude of his sinful state, he exaggerates the point by saying that even his mother was in sin when he was conceived.

The use of a hyperbole is frequent in the Bible - examples:

· Psalms 22:9b  ... thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts.
· Job 31:18b  ... and I have guided her (the widow) from my mother's womb

· John 3:32-33 ... no man receiveth his testimony.  He that hath received his testimony ...

Ps 51:5 doesn’t contradict Ezek 18:20: The soul that sinneth, it shall die.  The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father ... the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.
Create In Me A Clean Heart, O God (v.10)
It’s true God gives us a new heart (Ezek 36:26), but thru means (like daily bread)

· Pharisees told to cleanse their inside so their outside will be clean also Matt 23:25-28

· we make ourselves a new heart Ezekiel 18:31, or can harden our heart II Chron 36:13

· we prepare our hearts to seek God’s law Ezra 7:10, Job 11:13a

· we are told to keep our heart Proverbs 4:23

· we are instructed not to harden our hearts Hebrews 3:8, Proverbs 28:14b

· and our heart can depart from the Lord Jeremiah 17:5

We determine our own heart in response to God’s leading/persuasion

Take Not Thy Holy Spirit From Me (v.11)
In The NT, the non-miraculous measure of the Holy Spirit is given as an “earnest of our inheritance” (Eph 1:13-14) and so can be lost if we don’t live right.  Notice that in I Cor 6:18-20, this doesn’t have to do with keeping you body in physical shape, but spiritual shape (away from sin).

Forgiveness Should Lead To Teaching Others
13
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.
Forgiveness Should Lead To

Praising And Worshipping God

14b
my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness.
15
O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
Spiritual Sacrifice

Is More Important To God Than

Physical Sacrifice
16-17 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.
