The Christian’s Assurance - Seek & Ye Shall Find
Paul had assurance of salvation - II Timothy 4:6-8:

… the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day:  and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

· Our assurance is not in “once saved always saved” - Galatians 5:4
· Our assurance is not in “automatic forgiveness” of sins for the Christian (sins of ignorance and weakness - “continual cleansing”) - Luke 12:46-48

Phil 2:12 we should not teach more assurance than what the Bible teaches

I John 2:3 our assurance is conditioned upon obeying God’s commandments
I Corinthians 4:3-4 the Lord knows more than we do about our judgment
The basis for our assurance is … Matthew 7:7-8:
Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

John 7:17 - If Anyone Is Willing To Do His Will,

He Will Know About The Teaching (NASB)
· II Kings 22-23:25 Josiah
22:1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign
2 he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord
5 sent … doers of the work … to repair … the (Lord’s) house
8 Hilkiah … found the book of the law in the house of the Lord
10 Shaphan read it before the king
11 the king … rent his clothes
13, 18-20, 23:2-7, 14, 25 he brake in pieces the images, and … the houses of the sodomites
· Acts 10:1-4,31 / 5-6,48 Cornelius – devout man … feared God
· Acts 16:13-15 Lydia – worshipper of God, but needed truth
If we really want to do what’s right, God guarantees He will lead us into the truth.
Philippians 3:15

If In Any Thing Ye Be Otherwise Minded, God Shall Reveal Even This Unto You
· Acts 23:1, 22:3-4, I Tim 1:13 / Acts 22:6-16 Paul

· Acts 18:24-28 Apollos – fervent, but needed truth
· Acts 8:26-40 the Eunuch – religious, reading
God never saved people in their practice of sin; instead He always led them out of their sin

John 8:31-32 … If ye continue in my word, then … ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
So we must be doing what we know is right for God to guarantee that He will lead us into other truths.

II Peter 3:9,15

The Longsuffering Of Our Lord Is Salvation
· Luke 23:34, Acts 2:36-38 Jews who crucified Jesus
· Rev 2:21 even Jezebel was given space to repent
God is “not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

So God will never allow a true seeker not to find Him, the truth, salvation (Matthew 7:7).
I Corinthians 10:13

There Hath No Temptation Taken You But Such As Is Common To Man: But God Is Faithful, Who Will Not Suffer You To Be Tempted Above That Ye Are Able; But Will With The Temptation Also Make A Way To Escape

· Genesis 20:1-7 Abimelech – integrity - withheld
· Genesis 39:7-12 Joseph proves it is possible to resist temptation
-
We all have to face the same temptations.

-
No temptation will be too hard for us to resist.

-
We do not have to sin.

-
With every temptation, God will provide a way out.  Look for it!
Hebrews 12:5-11 The Chastening Of The Lord …

Yieldeth The Peaceable Fruit Of Righteousness
· II Chronicles 33:9-16 Manasseh - So Manasseh made Judah … to err, and to do worse than the heathen … Wherefore the Lord … carried him to Babylon.  And when he was in affliction, he besought the Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly … And he took away the strange gods, and the idol … and all the altars … And he repaired the altar of the Lord … and commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel
· Dan 4:33-34 Nebuchadnezzar - The king … said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built … by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? … The same hour … Nebuchadnezzar: ... was driven from men, & did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws.  And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation:
Concluding Statements
Other texts teach "seek, and ye shall find":  Deut  4:29, II Chron 15:2,4,15, Ps 70:4, Prov 8:17, Jer 29:13, Mt 5:6, Acts 17:27, Heb 11:6

"Seek, and ye shall find" applies not just to the non-Christian, but to the Christian as well.

This is how Paul had the ASSURANCE he expressed in II Timothy 4:6-8, not by BELITTLING THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN.

Are you a true seeker?

II Timothy 4:8 we must love His appearing
Luke 8:15 seekers have an honest and good heart
Matthew 13:15 seekers keep an open mind
John 7:17 true seekers obey what they find out
Matthew 5:6 true seekers hunger and thirst after righteousness
John 4:23 God is seeking those who will worship Him in spirit & in truth

Heb 11:6 God rewards those that diligently seek Him
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