Silence Is Not Always Golden
Silence Is Indeed Golden:
· James 1:19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath
· Proverbs 10:19, 13:3, 17:9, 29:11, 29:20, etc.
We could stop at this point and we would have made a great Bible point - sometimes we just need to keep our mouth shut!
But sometimes we do need to speak:
· Ecclesiastes 3:1,7 “a time to keep silence, and a time to speak”
Silence Is Not Always Golden:
· John 12:42-43 believers “did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue” – peer pressure can make us afraid to speak
· Ezekiel 3:18 “When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.”
When it’s easier to remain silent, usually we shouldn’t.
Silence Is Not Always Golden
When We Fail To Teach The Lost
required of all Christians - not just "preachers":

Proverbs 25:9 “debate thy cause with thy neighbor” (what’s a more important cause than the gospel?)
Matt 28:19-20 “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them … Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you”
Acts 8:1,4 “the church … all … went every where preaching the word” (all the church would be men, women, and youth)
I Peter 3:15 all the “elect” (not just a few) are to “give an answer to every man”
Jude 1-3 all “them that are sanctified” should “earnestly contend for the faith”
II Cor 5:11 “knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men” - if we aren’t often out trying to persuade the lost, I suppose that means we really don’t believe in the terror of the Lord? … even though we say we do
We would tell someone if we knew of a new cure for their cancer (to help them avoid physical death); how much more should we tell them since we know a cure for their sin (to help them avoid eternal death - Matthew 25:46).

required of all Christians.  The JWs don’t consider someone faithful unless they are regularly/diligently doing personal evangelism.  Are they wrong?
Silence Is Not Always Golden
If We Don't Speak Out Against Sin

no matter how important we think the person is

· Galatians 2:11-12 “But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed.  For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of the circumcision”
if we teach people Bible truth in a kind way, then we are not offending them; God's word is

· John 6:60-61 “Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?  When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you?”

· Matthew 10:34 “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a sword”
sometimes it will take strength and courage like a man
· I Corinthians 16:13 “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong”

many times they preached at the threat of death
· Mark 6:17ff  - John the Baptist lost his head for preaching the truth on Divorce And Remarriage (and many today won’t do the same our of fear of losing a few members)

· Acts 7:51-60 Stephen was stoned for preaching the Jews had “been … the betrayers and murderers … of the Just One”
Have we watered down the gospel so much it no longer takes courage to live like a Christian anymore?  Does our teaching now allow us to live like the world?
preaching Christ involves both warning and teaching

· Col 1:28 Whom we preach, warning every man, & teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus
· I Kings 22:8 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may enquire of the Lord: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so
Those that preach what is needed are usually not considered our outstanding preachers anymore - many of the brethren don’t want men who will preach on the parts of the truth they disagree with.  One preacher said about preaching at a Methodist church - “They would only have me once, and probably only part of a sermon.”  This indicates he would preach on something that Methodist congregation needed, but why don’t we do the same when we have an opportunity to preach at a church of Christ?
II Timothy 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears  (talking about Christians here)
Many preachers limit their preaching to what their audience already agrees with (in gospel meetings and etc.), but isn’t that just catering to “itching ears”?  I saw the following quote on Facebook on 1-9-15 - "Most people don’t really want the Truth. They just want constant reassurance that what they believe is the Truth."  Some gospel preachers comply with that way too much.  That's called "preaching to the choir"
Isa 30:10 Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things
Silence Is Not Always Golden
When We Don't Speak Out Against False Teaching

strong is not wrong:  Acts 13:7-10 “… Sergius … called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God.  But Elymas the sorcerer … withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith.  Then Saul … set his eyes on him,  And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?”

because error will "overthrow the faith of some" - II Tim 2:16-18
because it will result in vain (useless, worthless) worship → miss heaven

· Matthew 15:9 “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men”

to “save a soul from death” - James 5:19-20
· some would rather have false teaching

Jer 5:31 “the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule at their direction; my people love to have it so …” (ESV)

Are many gospel preachers just “pandering” to churches? - Pandering is the act of expressing one's views in accordance with the likes of a group to which one is attempting to appeal.  -  Wikipedia
some gospel preachers gain popularity by pandering to their audiences
· Luke 6:26 Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! …
we should “have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them” - Ephesians 5:11
· Romans 16:17 “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them”

· I Kings 18:17-18 “… when Ahab saw Elijah, … Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?  And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, & thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim”

the troublemaker is not the one that speaks out; the troublemaker is the commandment breaker
Silence Is Not Always Golden
When The Righteous Are Being Spoken Against Or Treated Unjustly
· Proverbs 8:13 “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate”

we need to shut the “froward mouth,” and we do that by challenging error

and we need to stand with others who are challenging error
· II Tim 4:16 “… no man stood with me, but all men forsook me …”

we need to stand with those who make enemies because they tell the truth

· Gal 4:16 “Am I … become your enemy, because I tell you the truth?”
if we don't, we are straddling the fence with the devil

· Matthew 12:30a “He that is not with me is against me”
· I Corinthians 11:19 For there must be also heresies among you, that they which are approved may be made manifest among you.
we show ourselves approved by standing for the truth, and by standing with those who are standing for the truth
· John 7:7 “The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify that what it does is evil.” (NIV)
· John 15:18 If the world hate you … know … it hated me before it hated you.
· Amos 5:10 “They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor him that speaketh uprightly”   (likely talking about Old Testament children of God)
even some Christians hate those who rebuke and speak uprightly:
· Have you ever picked at gnats (not really matters of sin) about how someone rebuked false teaching and living, because he stepped on your toes too?

· Have you ever remained silent when another Christian was being spoken against (in his presence, or behind his back), when you knew the brother was being criticized as a result of his strong stand, or  teaching of the truth?  (John 7:13 “Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews”)
more and more Christians can now be aptly described by Proverbs 17:15 “He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the Lord” – a gospel preacher can even be ostracized by those who agree with him if they are afraid of being ostracized by those who don’t
instead we need to stand with, hold up the hands of …
Final Thoughts
from article by Frank Richey: - "In 1803, Barton Stone came to the conclusion the necessity of baptism for remission of sins, and he taught it, but over the years quit. … In 1826, while traveling through Kentucky … Benjamin Franklin Hall … stopped at the cabin of some friends on Line Creek at Gamaliel, KY. The family was not home, so Hall entered the cabin to wait for their return. While there, he saw a copy of the Campbell-McCalla debate. When he read … about the necessity of baptism for remission of sins, he immediately determined to preach it. Hall went to see Barton Stone and asked him why he did not preach this doctrine, and Stone replied that he had preached the doctrine twenty-five years before, but stopped because it was like "pouring water on a duck's back." He said the people rejected the doctrine so he quit preaching it.”
Are some preachers doing the same today, just on other subjects?  I’ve visited many hundreds of gospel meetings through the years in North Alabama, and I don’t remember much preaching at all on topics that the audience (for the most part) would disagree with that particular preacher on.  Let’s be careful that we are not choosing our sermons so that we will be invited back, instead of what our audience needs to change on to go to heaven.

remember - preaching on baptism is needed, but is not warning our audiences; they already agree with that

Are we really taking texts like Acts 20:26-27,31 seriously?:
… I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. … Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.
. he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks.  And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed, he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean; from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.

If we believe the truth on certain subjects and our audience doesn’t, and we don’t warn them, then we must not really believe their blood will be on our hands.
Prov 11:30 he that winneth souls is wise – but do we consider those wisest who are not trying to win the souls of the lost or the brethren?
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