The Three Most Popular Arguments
Against The Necessity Of Water Baptism

The following passages prove conclusively that water baptism is necessary to salvation …

Mark 16:16a He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved …
John 3:5 Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God
Acts 2:38 Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins
Acts 22:16 arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins
Galatians 3:26-27 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Col 2:11-13 Buried with him in baptism, ... having forgiven you all trespasses
I Peter 3:21 baptism doth also now save us
Luke 23:43

The Thief on the Cross
Does the thief not being baptized prove sinners don’t have to be baptized today?

First, we do not know that the thief was never baptized.  He could have been baptized with John the Baptist’s baptism before he was put up on the cross.

Romans 10:9 That if thou shall … believe … that God hath raised Him (Jesus) from the dead, thou shalt be saved.
The thief didn’t believe in the resurrection of Christ (as an accomplished fact) – so obviously he lived under a different covenant than we do (else he couldn’t be saved).
The thief on the cross didn’t need to be baptized for basically the same reason that Moses and a host of other Old Testament children of God were not baptized; that is, the New Testament law had not come into effect yet …
Hebrews 9:15-17:

And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament ... For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.  For a testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.

The thief was forgiven before Jesus died.

The thief on the cross died before the “great commission” of Mark 16:16 was ever given.
Luke 24:47 - new covenant preaching & remission were to begin “at Jerusalem” (Acts 2).
The Walls Of Jericho

By Grace … Through Faith … Not Of Works, Yet CONDITIONAL
The Walls of Jericho fell "by grace" - Joshua 6:2:

And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho

The Walls fell "through faith" – Hebrews 11:30:

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.

Walls of Jericho fell "not of works" – Joshua 24:13:

And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour …

However, conditions had to be met in order for the Walls of Jericho to fall:

•
Joshua 6:3-5 Israelites told to walk around the city 13 times, shout, etc.

•
Joshua 6:6-21 they met these conditions

•
Hebrews 11:30 the city fell after they walked

Would the walls have fallen if the Israelites had not done what God said?

Conclusion:  “By Grace” or “Through Faith” or “Not Of Works” (basis) does NOT mean conditions (like water baptism) do not have to be met.
The False Cornelius Argument
When the Holy Spirit is given to a person, it shows that person is saved:
· I John 3:24 … And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.
· I John 4:13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.
· Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts ...
Cornelius received the Holy Spirit before he was baptized (Acts 10:44-48)

Therefore Cornelius was saved before he was baptized.

And so can anybody else be saved the same way Cornelius was.
Two Different Measures Of The Holy Spirit
Acts 8:12-17 the Samaritans were saved, and then later received the HG
According to the Baptists’ Cornelius argument, the Samaritans would have received the Holy Spirit when they were saved in verse 12.  Remember, the Holy Spirit is what proves you are saved, so they had to have had it:
Ephesians 1:13-14 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:  in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, ...
II Corinthians 1:22 who also has sealed us and given us the spirit in our hearts as a deposit (NKJV).

II Cor 5:5 ... who also has given us the spirit as a guarantee (NKJV).
But the Samaritans received a second measure of the HS in verse 17.

The same point can be made from Acts 19:5-6 and Acts 4:31.

The Miraculous Measure Does Not Prove One Is Saved

I Samuel 19:15And Saul sent the messengers again to see David, saying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may slay him.  ... 20And Saul sent messengers to take David: and when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, … the spirit of God was upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied.  And … Saul … sent other messengers, and they prophesied likewise. And Saul sent messengers again the third time, & they prophesied also. ... 23And he went thither to Naioth in Ramah: & the spirit of God was upon him also, and he went on, and prophesied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah.  24And he stripped off his clothes also, and prophesied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down naked all that day and all that night.  Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among the prophets?

Saul and his messengers had a miraculous measure of the Spirit and prophesied, even though they were plotting to kill David (God's chosen King), and even though Saul lay down naked all day and night.

When Saul received the HS in I Samuel 19:23, enabling him to prophesy, did that prove he was in a saved relationship with God?

□ Yes
□ No

· Caiaphas John 11:49-52 spake not of himself:  but … prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation … Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death
· Balaam’s donkey Numbers 22:28-30 And the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said unto Balaam …
“gift of HS” Acts 2:38 ≠ “gift of HS” Acts 10:45

The Acts 2:38 gift is conditioned upon baptism; the Acts 10:45 gift came before baptism.  Therefore they cannot be the same.
The Acts 2:38 non-miraculous gift is only given to saved people  (that is, it proves they are saved).
The Acts 10:45 miraculous is used by God through any person for any reason He so chooses.
The Bible Means What It Says

Once we refute the false arguments against the necessity of baptism, that leaves us again with what the baptism passages plainly say …
Mark 16:16a He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved …
John 3:5 Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God
Acts 2:38 Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins
Acts 22:16 arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins
Galatians 3:26-27 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Col 2:11-13 Buried with him in baptism, ... having forgiven you all trespasses
I Peter 3:21 baptism doth also now save us
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