Lessons From The Walls Of Jericho

1 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel: none went out, and none came in. 2 And the LORD said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men of valour. 3 And ye shall compass the city, all ye men of war, and go round about the city once. Thus shalt thou do six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets of rams' horns: and the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow with the trumpets. 5 And it shall come to pass, that when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when ye hear the sound of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and the people shall ascend up every man straight before him.
6 And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD. 7 And he said unto the people, Pass on, and compass the city, and let him that is armed pass on before the ark of the LORD. 8 And it came to pass, when Joshua had spoken unto the people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns passed on before the LORD, and blew with the trumpets: and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them. 9 And the armed men went before the priests that blew with the trumpets, and the reward came after the ark, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. 10 And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, neither shall any word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout. 11 So the ark of the LORD compassed the city, going about it once: and they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp. 12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13 And seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD went on continually, and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went before them; but the reward came after the ark of the LORD, the priests going on, and blowing with the trumpets. 14 And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned into the camp: so they did six days. 15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early about the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same manner seven times: only on that day they compassed the city seven times. 16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the city.
17 And the city shall be accursed, even it, and all that are therein, to the LORD: only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent. 18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD. 20 So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.
The Walls Of Jericho

By Grace … Through Faith … Not Of Works, Yet CONDITIONAL
The Walls of Jericho fell "by grace" - Joshua 6:2:

And the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I have given into thine hand Jericho

The Walls fell "through faith" – Hebrews 11:30:

By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven days.

Walls of Jericho fell "not of works" – Joshua 24:13:

And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour …

However, conditions had to be met in order for the Walls of Jericho to fall:

•
Joshua 6:3-5 Israelites told to walk around the city 13 times, shout, etc.

•
Joshua 6:6-21 they met these conditions

•
Hebrews 11:30 the city fell after they walked

Would the walls have fallen if the Israelites had not done what God said?

Conclusion:  “By Grace” or “Through Faith” or “Not Of Works” does NOT mean conditions (like baptism, I Peter 3:21) do not have to be met.
Precise Obedience Is Required

•
verses 3-5 had to do exactly what God said including all the specified details

•
Leviticus 10:1-2 as long as you worship God, it doesn't matter how ?

•
Romans 6:4 buried in baptism

•
Acts 20:7 first day of the week Lord's Supper

No Blessings Until We

Do All God Has Said

•
Heb 11:30 "after" they did everything; so partial obedience is not good enough
•
II Kings 5:9-14 what if Naaman had only dipped 6 times?
•
does John 3:16 teach → all you have to do is believe?  -  Acts 2:38, Mark 16:16

Human Reasoning Not Useful

In Determining The Right Way
•
who (then or now) would have thought of doing it that way?  Isaiah 55:8-9, Proverbs 14:12
•
I Corinthians 1:18,25 God's wisdom is considered "foolishness" by worldly minded people

God Given Limitations Must Be Observed

•
verses 10,5 God didn't say not to shout, but Joshua understood it (correctly) that way
•
Colossians 3:17, Galatians 1:6-9, Revelation 22:18-19 we are under the same guideline in the New Testament

Rose Early To Obey
•
verses 12,15 they were eager to obey; they didn't do it grudgingly
•
Genesis 22:1-3 Abraham was the same way when he was asked to do something harder than anybody else has ever been asked to do
•
Acts 10 we should be like Cornelius, eager to serve (1-4), eager to obey (48), eager to teach others (24)
Conclusion
To be pleasing to God, we must obey precisely what God says even if we don't agree with it, or don’t necessarily understand it.
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