
Some Commonly Asked Questions
1.
Is it scriptural to take bankruptcy?
•
Rom 13:8, Psalms 37:21 it is a sin not to repay loans

•
Rom 1:31 covenant-breakers

•
Eph4:28 just because government says it is o.k. to steal, doesn't make it right

2.
Is it a sin to marry a non-Christian?
•












































































































































I Cor 9:5 Paul had the right to marry a "sister, a wife."  This means that Paul had the right to marry (though he didn't have to), but if he did, he must marry a sister.

•
Parallel -> 15 year old has the right to drive a car with a learner's permit, and with an adult in the car.  That would mean that he has the right to drive, but since it was a right (not a requirement), he did not have to drive a car.  However, the two stipulations specified are not optional.  If the young man chose to drive, he must first get his learner's permit, and he must have an adult with him at all times

•
Parallel -> Dogs must be fenced in, but you can walk your dog on a leash.  That would mean that a person has the right to walk his dog, but he doesn't have to.  But if he did, the stipulation is that it must be on a leash.

•
Does the fact that a Christian is told to stay with an unbeliever in I Cor 7:12-13 prove that it wasn't a sin to marry them in the first place?  II Sam 12:9,10 makes it clear that David sinned when he married Bathsheba, but he was definitely allowed to stay in the marriage.

•
A mistake is made when this type of situation is paralleled with the case of a man who unscripturally divorces his wife and remarries.  In the case of marrying an unbeliever, it is unlawful to enter into the union, but the union itself is not unlawful (I Cor 7:14), while in the case of divorce and remarriage, it is unlawful to enter into the union, the union itself is unlawful (Mk 6:18), and the sexual relations following the initiation of the marriage are unlawful (Mt 19:9).  So in the former case, the Christian must repent of his action of entering into the marriage with the non-Christian, but since the union itself is lawful, he must stay in the marriage (I Cor 7:12-13).  In the latter case, the adultery needs to be stopped, and the marriage union must be dissolved (no they cannot continue to live under the same roof as long as they abstain from sexual contact).

•
Not only does I Cor 7:12-15 not teach that it is right for a Christian to marry an unbeliever, Paul's answer in this passage that a Christian should stay with an unbeliever (if already married to them) most likely presupposes that it is a sin to marry a non-Christian, else why would the Corinthians have thought that they might have to leave their non-Christian spouses, if they didn't understand that it was a sin to marry them in the first place?  I Cor 7:14 seems to confirm this when it makes the argument that these type unions are lawful, "else were your children unclean" (illegitimate).  Why would anybody have reason to even think that the children produced from such a relationship would be illegitimate, unless it was because it was a sin to enter into the marriage?  This brings out another difference between the scenarios of marrying an unbeliever, and divorce and remarriage.  In the case of unscriptural divorce and remarriage, God would look upon any children produced as illegitimate, since the couple has no more sexual right to each other than two single people just shacking up.

•
I was recently asked if a lady could remarry a man she had put away for fornication.  The answer was "yes," but "no" because the man was an unbeliever.

•
Don't marry an unbeliever.  If you already have, repent, but stay in it.

3.
Should we forgive a brother who won't repent?
•
Mt 6:12,14-15 we must forgive or we won't be forgiven

•
Lk 17:3 but it is a sin to forgive before their repentance

•
This does not mean we hate them or treat them in an ugly way about the matter.  We should never treat anybody mean and ugly anytime about any matter.  It means that we must not tell them everything is o.k. until they repent.  They are in a position of needing rebuke until they repent.  Their guilt has not been absolved.

•
If my spouse cheats on me and repents, must I forgive them and take them back?  You must forgive them, but you may still divorce them.  Forgiving and divorcing are not related.

4.
Can we miss the assembly for work?
•
Heb 10:25 if it is o.k. to sin in order to provide for family, then it is o.k. to steal, cheat on taxes, kidnap for ransom, be a hit man, sell drugs, etc.

•
Mt 6:33 'nuff said

5.
Are there going to be degrees of punishment?
•
H.Hutto - worried more about not going there than degrees of punishment

•
Mt 10:15, 11:20-24, Luke 12:47-48, II Pet 2:20-22 accept plain meaning

6.
Should we fast today?
•
I Cor 11:1, Phil 4:9 we should follow examples (like Acts 20:7)

•
Mt 4:2 Jesus fasted

•
Lk 2:36-37 other righteous people in Jesus' day fasted

•
Mk 2:18-20 disciples were to fast after Jesus was gone (that's now)

•
Mt 6:16-18 Jesus regulated fasting in a context of kingdom teaching

•
II Cor 11:27, Acts 13:2-3, 14:23 Paul and other righteous Christians fasted

•
I Cor7:5 fasting is only cause for temporary suspension of sexual relations

•
Bible says "tongues shall cease," but it does not say fasting shall cease

7.
Do you have to withdraw from a relative?
•
Mk 10:29-30 obeying God is important enough to even have to do this
•
II Thess 3:6 every brother; do you know of an exception for relatives?

•
II Thess 3:14 withdrawal has the most effect by relatives and close friends, those that have something (time and company) to withdraw

8.
Can one congregation withdraw from another?
•
Acts 11:27-30 example of one church having fellowship with another

•
Eph 5:11 we would have to withdraw that fellowship (benevolent support) if the receiving church became a homosexual church, or would we just keep sending the money?

•
No example of one church withdrawing from another?  We don't have to have an example.  We learn by command, example, and necessary inference.  Eph 5:11 is a command that not only authorizes such withdrawal, it requires it.


