
Debating

A.
Is it condemned by Romans 1:29 and II Corinthians 12:20?

two definitions by Random House


1.
(archaic) strife, contention (this matches definition by Vines)


2.
a discussion, especially of a public question in an assembly



(this is what is under consideration in this lesson)

not condemned any more than an end of the year sports banquet is condemned by I Peter 4:3
B.
It is commanded!


1.
Philippians 1:17 "I am set for the defense of the gospel."



defense (different word) - (Thayer) verbal defense, speech in defense


2.
I Peter 3:15 "be ready always to give an answer to every man"


3.
Jude v. 3 "ye should earnestly contend for the faith"


4.
Proverbs 25:9 "debate thy cause with thy neighbour"


5.
Mark 12:28 "them reasoning together"


6.
Acts 6:9-10 "disputing with Stephen"


7.
Acts 15:1-2, 6-7 "Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and



disputation with them, "much disputing" (debates between Christians)


8.
Acts 17:2-3 "three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the



scriptures, opening and alleging"


9.
Acts 17:17 "disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews"


10.
Acts 18:4 "reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded"


11.
Acts 18:19 "entered into the synagogue, and reasoned with the Jews"


12.
Acts 18:28 "he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate" (NIV)

13.
Acts 19:8-10 "disputing and persuading the things concerning"


14.
Acts 24:25 "he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment"


15.
Acts 20:7 "Paul preached unto them"

The above words, such as dispute, reasoned, and preached, all come from the same Greek word, "dialegomai," which means "to converse, discourse with one, argue, discuss" (Thayer, p. 139).

C.
Reasons we should debate. (from "The Informer" 9-18-1983)


1.
To imitate Jesus and his apostles  I Peter 2:21, I Corinthians 11:1


2.
To seek truth, learn it, and cling to it  Proverbs 23:23, Acts 17:11, Psalms 139:17



participants and audience study


3.
To defend the truth  Titus 1:9-11


4.
To rebuke sin  II Timothy 4:2, I Timothy 5:20, Galatians 2:11


5.
To work toward the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace



Ephesians 4:3, John 17:20-21, I Corinthians 1:10, 11:19, James 3:17

D.
Why debates have decreased over the years. ("The Informer" 9-25-1983)


1.
Because of a lack of respect for scriptural authority Matthew 21:25


2.
Because debates do not help the cause of error  John 3:20-21


3.
Because some debates have been improperly conducted - can apply to



preaching, Bible classes, etc.; need to eliminate misconduct everywhere



I Timothy 3:15, I Corinthians 14:40


4.
Because fewer men are preparing themselves to debate I Peter 3:15


5.
Because of a lack of militant preaching Ephesians 6:12, 17

E.
Conclusion:  Debates have decreased over the years because denominationalist for the most part have lost their desire for them. The only reason there have been at least a few debates is because Christians have continued to seek them out and have "pressured" opponents into the discussions.  If we don't continue to desire and seek out, there will be no one left to do so and debates will cease completely.  Therefore we should encourage debaters, attend debates, speak well of debating, study to be ready to debate (give an answer), and debate both publically and privately as we have opportunity and ability.


