Recovering From Local Church Division
Division is sin

· I Corinthians 1:10 you can be sinfully divided and in the same congregation or divide into two congregations
· Ephesians 4:3 we are to endeavor to maintain unity
· John 17:20-23 Jesus prayed for unity, and said it would help in converting unbelievers (note - he didn’t say the appearance of unity will help; covering up our disagreements is, at best, disingenuous)
What should be our attitude toward those who divide ?

· Luke 17:3 demand repentance just like for any other sin
· II Timothy 4:16 always desire reconciliation, being willing to forgive

· Romans 16:17 mark and avoid

How to recover from division ?

· I John 1:8-10 realize that division is just like any other sin – all persons sin, so division is inevitable (I didn’t say unavoidable – we don’t have to sin/divide)

· I Corinthians 11:19 realize that there must be division – it separates the committed disciples from the uncommitted

· I Corinthians 4:6 don’t ever think too highly of men – then you will not be crushed by their faults
Steps to take

· don’t dwell on / worry about something you can’t change Matthew 6:25-34
· I Peter 2:21-22, Hebrews 4:15 our example is Christ, not others

· II Corinthians 5:10 we will be judged based on what we do, not on what those we respect do

· the local congregation is important, but be Christ centric, not congregation (people) centric - depend upon Christ not the people
· we will be judged for pouting instead of working – so get busy

· Matthew 25:31-46 visit, help, prepare meals for the sick, etc.
· personal work:

Proverbs 25:9 debate thy cause with thy neighbor

Matthew 28:19-20 all the baptized are commissioned to disciple others

Acts 5:40-42 taught by example that we should teach

Acts 8:1-4 all the church went every where preaching the word

I Peter 3:15 give answer to every man

Jude vs.1-3 all that are sanctified are to contend for the faith

Hebrews 5:12 ye ought to be teachers

II Cor 5:10-11 knowing … the terror of the Lord we persuade men
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