
Sun eve sermon, October 5, 1986, NH

Divorce

Mt 5:32

A.
What the Bible teaches (II Thess 5:21 prove all things, Col 3:17)


1.
Mk 10:11-12, Luke 16:18, Rom 7:2-3, I Cor 7:10-11 the general rule


2.
Mt 5:32, 19:9 the one and only exception (like Jn 3:5)


3.
Four possibilities Mt 19:9



a.
the one who puts away for fornication (permitted to remarry)



b.
the one who puts away for burning the biscuits (adultery)



c.
the one who is put away for fornication (adultery)



d.
the one who is put away for burning the biscuits (adultery)


4.
Three people have a right to get married



a.
the one who has never been married I Cor 7:2



b.
the one whose spouse has died Rom 7:2-3



c.
the one who has put away their spouse for fornication Mt 5:32



nobody else has the right!


5.
Rom 7:2-3, only two ways to become unbound from your spouse



a.
your spouse dies Rom 7:2-3



b.
you put your spouse away for fornication Mt 19:9



if you are still bound and then marry another, you commit adultery!

B.
Refutation of false doctrines


1.
"no cause for divorce today, Jesus just explaining old law in Mt 19:9"



a.
"uncleanness" not equal to fornication




1.
uncleanness - (Young) a thing offensive (term is vague and





indefinite in meaning, not specific to fornication)




2.
Lev 20:10, death was the punishment for adultery, not a bill of





devorcement (Deut 24:1)



b.
Jesus' teaching was not the same as Moses' law




1.
Lev 20:10, adulterer to be put to death; Mt 19:9, ? to be put away




2.
Deut 24:1-2, one who was divorced had the right to remarry;





Mt 19:9, they didn't



c.
context - Mt 5:31 references Deut 24:1, Mt 5:32 begins with "But"


2.
Doctrines allowing others to divorce and remarry



a.
"not under bondage" - the deserted saint is free from the marriage




bond and may remarry scripturally (I Cor 7:15)




1.
"bondage" not same word (Greek or English) as "bound" of Rm 7:2





bound - (Englishman's Greek Concordance) to bind, tie, forbid





bondage - (Englishman's Greek Concordance) to enslave, subject




2.
Mt 19:9 gives only exception (just like Jn 14:6)




3.
discussion is whether or not it is alright to depart (not remarry),





so here he is saying it is alright to be in a state of separation if





unbeliever will not live with you



b.
"abide in that calling" - the marriage that exists at the time of a




person's call to Christ is to be continued with God's approval




(I Cor 7:17-24)




1.
not teaching stay together in adulterous marriage (sin), but





lawful marriages (if unlawful, what about homosexual or





polygamous marriage?)




2.
God would never require separation? Mk 6:17-18




3.
baptism wash sin away? only if repent (homosexual?)



c.
non-Christians are not subject to new covenant and therefore not




required to obey passages like Mt 19:9 until they become Christians




1.
where is Bible verse for this? (explain how they are subject to LS)




2.
why was Herod condemned in Mk 6:17-18?




3.
some of the Corinthians were adulterers before they became





Christians (I Cor 6:9-11)




4.
are non-Christians subject to Mk 16:16?



d.
the guilty party (i.e., the fornicator) in a scriptural divorce has the




right to remarry




1.
Mt 19:9b says whoso marrieth her which is put away (for any





cause) doth commit adultery (see also Luke 16:18)




2.
the one put away for fornication is still bound (if not, prove it!)





the only person excepted is the one doing the puuting away





adultery - (Vines) unlawful sexual intercourse with the spouse of





another (same as Paul's definition in Rom 7:3)



e.
two stage divorce = A puts B away for burning the biscuits, A then




remarries (commits adultery), B then puts A away "mentally" for




fornication and remarries




1.
remember point A.3 above




2.
a person put away for burning the biscuits is not put away





scripturally but is, nevertheless, put away (it is the same "put





away" as the one for fornication).  whoso marrieth her which is





put away doth commit adultery


3.
Divorce without remarriage and Separation (verses condemn both)



a.
I Cor 7:10-11 (I Jn 2:1)



b.
Mt 5:32 (except, remember Jn 3:5 and Jn 14:6?)



c.
Mt 19:6 let not man put asunder (tear apart)



d.
I Cor 7:5 except means one and only one



e.
responsibilities are neglected (violated)




I Cor 7:3-5, Eph 5:22, 25, Genesis 2:18, I Pet 3:7, others

C.
Isaiah 55:8-9 God's ways and thoughts are higher than ours


Malachi 2:14-16 the Lord hateth putting away


