The Great Debate

Matthew 22:15-46
the Pharisees “took counsel how they might entangle him in his talk” (v.15),  “tempting him” (vs.18,35)

1. Paying Taxes, vs.15-22

The Dilemma - Should we give money to God or to Caesar, v.17?  If Jesus had said God, then they hoped that would get him into trouble with the government for teaching people not to pay taxes; if he said Caesar, then they hoped Jesus would be in trouble with his followers for not favoring with God.

The Answer - Give to both their due, v.21.

Lessons for us:

a. pay our taxes; don’t cheat on our taxes Rom 13:1,6-7

b. give to God as we have been prospered I Cor 16:2, II Cor 9:7

2. The Resurrection, vs.23-33

Dilemma – If a woman has more than one husband on this earth, whose wife shall she be in the afterlife, vs.24-28? - giving Jesus an “impossible hypothetical” in order to prove there is no resurrection
The Answer- nobody; there are no marriages in heaven, v.30.

Lessons for us:
a. hypothetical situations never prove anything, only scriptures do, II Tim 3:16

1.
The “limb falling on the man on the way to the baptistery” hypothetical doesn’t prove that baptism is not necessary to salvation Mk 16:16, Acts 22:16

2.
The “driving one mile and hour over the speed limit unknowingly” hypothetical doesn’t prove that we can sometimes sin and still be right with God Lk 12:46-48, James 2:10

3.
The “husband beating the wife” hypothetical doesn’t prove that it is scriptural to divorce and/or separate for any reason other than fornication Mt 5:32, I Cor 7:10

b.
there is a resurrection, therefore we need to prepare for the judgment, II Cor 5:10-11
c.
it is proper to be “picky” with the Bible, Mt 5:18-18, Gal 2:16
3.
The Greatest Commandment, vs. 34-40

The Dilemma – they were trying to get Jesus to pit one of God’s commandments against another
The Answer - Jesus named two all inclusive commandments

Lesson for us - All of God’s commands are important; if we can obey the two named commandments, that will cover them all, not that we don’t have to do the other, but that we will be doing the others if we are doing these two

4. David calling his son Lord, vs.41-46The Dilemma - How could David call the Christ Lord if the Christ is to be the son of David?

The Answer - Not given, but it is because the Christ is the Lord God

Lesson for us:

a.
Lk 6:46 Jesus is Lord, therefore obey him

b.
Jn 20:28 Jesus is God, therefore obey him

General Lessons:
· God approves of debating

· Acts 15:2, 7 even between fellow Christians

· Acts 17:17, 19:18-19 they did it daily

· Sinful attitudes:  Debating doesn’t do any good, Christians shouldn’t debate other Christians

The attitude is what we think goes, regardless of what God actually says, Prov 14:12

The Pharisees/Sadducees “marveled” (v.22), “were astonished” (v.33), were put “to silence” (v.34), “And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions”(v.46)
