Honesty

this lesson taken from Brent Siota’s lesson on “Honesty”
definitions -
1)  fairness and uprightness; doing what is right

2)  truthfulness

3)  freedom from deceit or fraud

What the Bible Says About Lying and Deceit

· Proverbs 6:16-19 These six things doth the Lord hate …
· John 8:44 the devil is a liar’s father.  The devil or God is our father is the sense, to the extent that we “take after” them.
· Revelation 21:8 “all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone”
· Revelation 22:14-15 “without are…whosoever loveth and maketh a lie”
· Romans 13:8-10 bearing “false witness” does not show love toward one’s neighbor – what is bearing false witness?
· Ephesians 4:25 put “away lying”
· Romans 1:28-32 “covenant breakers” are “worthy of death”
· you can change your mind, but don’t agree to do anything that you don’t intend to do
· covenants like marriage – you can’t change your mind
· Colossians 3:9 it was part of the old man – not part of a Christian’s life

Examples of Dishonesty
· a salesman misrepresents the qualities of a product
· someone says, “tell them I’m not home”
· answer untruthfully to “Do you like my dress?” 
· cheating in school and passing off someone else’s work as yours
· denying that you did something
· saying you will do something that you know you will not do
· misrepresenting facts for advantage Acts 5:1-11
· saying something misleading Genesis 12:11-20, 20:12 Abraham
· telling a lie in order to make a joke or tease someone - Ephesians 5:4 “foolish talking, nor jesting” – when would it be okay to say something false when telling a joke?
· not fairly listening to both sides of a dispute Proverbs 18:17
· not returning too much change (money) at the store Ephesians 4:28
I Peter 2:21-22 Jesus left us an example - no guile in His mouth
So Jesus went His whole life without telling one lie.  Why not make up our minds that starting right now, we are not going to tell another lie?  Keep a perfect record from here on out.
