Integrity
Nov. 28, 2005 CBS SportsLine.com wire reports      (Donahue has changed the location and names)
ATHENS, Alaska -- Alaska coach Fred Jones was convicted of drunken driving Monday, two days after police spotted him slumped over the wheel of his vehicle. 

"I know Fred as a man of impeccable integrity, and I am confident that he will respond to this situation in a positive manner and use these circumstances to better teach others, including his players, the importance of making wise decisions," Alaska athletic director Bill Kirby said in the statement.

Definitions:

steadfast adherence to a strict moral or ethical code  (The American Heritage Dictionary)

moral soundness (WordNet – Princeton University)

the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles; moral uprightness (Oxford Dictionary)

 “Integrity” found in (and encouraged by) the following verses:

Gen 20:5 - Said he not unto me, She is my sister? and she, even she herself said, He is my brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this.
- commitment in heart to do what is right

Gen 20:6 - And God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to touch her.
1Kings 9:4 - And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my judgments:
Job 2:3 - And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.
- doesn’t compromise what is right 

Job 2:9 - Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.
Job 27:5 - God forbid that I should justify you: till I die I will not remove mine integrity from me.
Job 31:6 - Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God may know mine integrity.
Ps 7:8 - The LORD shall judge the people: judge me, O LORD, according to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is in me.
Ps 25:21 - Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.
Ps 26:1 - Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall not slide.
Ps 26:11 - But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: redeem me, and be merciful unto me.
Ps 41:12 - And as for me, thou upholdest me in mine integrity, and settest me before thy face for ever.
Ps 78:72 - So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided them by the skilfulness of his hands.
Prov 11:3 - The integrity of the upright shall guide them: but the perverseness of transgressors shall destroy them.
Prov 19:1 - Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.
Prov 20:7 - The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.

Practical Examples:

•
return change if you receive too much Eph 4:28
•
pay your debts Ps 37:21, Rom 13:8
•
don’t seek/accept charity/handout II Thess 3:10 (except because of catastrophe, something out of your control)
•
keep your word Rom 1:31

•
tell the truth, even if it might hurt someone’s feelings Rev 21:8

•
preach what is needed Ezek 3:18, Acts 20:27 - if we get a chance to visit/preach at a denominational church, we would preach something they need (don’t already agree with); why not so if we visit/preach at a non-institutional church of Christ?
•
be able to tell someone “no,” instead of just trying to avoid them (relate example of Christian who wouldn’t answer their door when Watchtower Witnesses came calling – displaying lack of integrity)
•
be willing to hear the other side to consider that you might be wrong Mt 13:15, Prov 18:17
•
practice what you preach Mt 23:3
•
do right when no one is looking Mt 23:5 (live the same way you do in private as you live and profess in public)
•
don’t compromise your stand II Cor 8:21
•
don’t use an argument that contradicts your position on another issue  II Cor 13:7
•
be willing to admit your position to someone you respect, but who disagrees with you Rom 12:17

•
don’t make excuses for not doing something Lk 14:18
