Kingdom Of God

I.
The term "kingdom" has different uses in the New Testament.


A.
"Kingdom" somtimes refers to heaven Mt 25:34, Mk 9:47, Jn 3:5, I Cor 6:10,



Gal 5:21, Mt 7:21, etc..


B.
In this lesson, we are looking at the term "kingdom" as it is used



metaphorically to describe Christ and his subjects during the Christian



dispensation.

II.
The duration of the kingdom is the duration of the Christian dispensation.


A.
The kingdom had its beginning in the first century.



1.
The kingdom was "at hand" Mk 1:15, Lk 10:9,11



2.
The kingdom was to start during the lifetime of some of those to whom




Jesus spoke Mk 9:1



3.
The kingdom would obviously start when its King (Christ) started




his reign, which happened in the timeframe of:




a.
his resurrection Acts 2:30-31a, 36




b.
his ascension Dan 7:13-14



4.
Later, the kingdom is spoken of as already being in existence Col 1:13


B.
The kingdom will end with the close of the Christian dispensation



I Cor 15:24-28


C.
Therefore, it is incorrect to teach that the kingdom is yet to come



(premillennialism)

III.
Christ's kingdom is not a physical kingdom Lk 17:20-21, Jn 18:36

IV.
Jesus' teachings concerning the kingdom include:


A.
there will be some false citizens Mt 13:24-30, 47-50


B.
the kingdom will grow from very small to very large Mt 13:31-32


C.
it is worth anything to be part of the kingdom Mt 13:44-46


D.
the greatest in the kingdom are humble like children Mt 18:3-4


E.
we must forgive like the King forgives us Mt 18:21-35


F.
the citizens of the kingdom will be predominantly Gentiles Mt 21:28-22:14


G.
we need to be ready for the King's return Mt 25:1-13


H.
our talents should be used for the good of the kingdom Mt 25:14-30

V.
The term "kingdom" is used to draw an analogy between Christ and his


people, and an earthly king and his subjects.  This analogy implies that


we must submit to Jesus in everything:


A.
by living our lives as the King directs Tit 2:12


B.
by abiding in the doctrine of the King II Jn vs.9


C.
arguments with the King's directives are not allowed Is 55:8-9


D.
total and complete submission to the King Mt 16:24-26

VI.
Conclusion:  Dan 7:14 Christ has been given a kingdom, therefore ...


"all ... should serve him"
