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Mental Divorce

1.
The position stated:  "The Scriptures teach that when a man puts away his


wife for any cause other than fornication and he subsequently marries


another, that his first wife then may put him away for fornication and she


has the scriptural right to remarry another."

2.
What the Bible (Acts 18:28) teaches about divorce and remarriage


A.
Mk 10:11-12, Luke 16:18, Rom 7:2-3, I Cor 7:10-11 the general rule


B.
Mt 5:32, 19:9 the one and only exception (like Jn 3:5, 14:6)


C.
Three people have a right to get married



1.
the one who has never been married I Cor 7:2



2.
the one whose spouse has died Rom 7:2-3



3.
the one who has put away their spouse for fornication Mt 5:32



the person of the stated proposition has no right to get married


D.
Rom 7:2-3 only two ways to become unbound from your spouse (if you



are still bound and then marry another, you commit adultery)



1.
your spouse dies Rom 7:2-3



2.
you put your spouse away for fornication Mt 19:9



the person of the stated proposition is not unbound


E.
Four possibilities in Mt 19:9



1.
the one who puts away for fornication (permitted to remarry)



2.
the one who puts away for any other reason (adultery)



3.
the one who is put away for fornication (adultery)



4.
the one who is put away for any other reason (adultery)



the person of the stated proposition fits possibility #2 (adultery)

3.
Their point is that the first "put away" is not real, that the second mental


putting away (done for fornication) is the real one.


A.
A person put away for burning the biscuits is not put away scripturally,



but is, nevertheless, put away (it is the same "put" away" as the one



done for fornication).  Once that "put away" is done, there is nothing left



to be put away (mentally), the marriage is already broken, separated.


B.
Some say that "put away" means simply a dismissal and has nothing to



do with anything legal.  1) The real divorce (mental) takes place later.



2) What if John just leaves Jane, and then commits fornication, can



Jane remarry then? 3) Mt 19:6-7 put asunder is the real, put away isn't.



1.
If this proves anything, then it would prove that Jane couldn't




divorce John and remarry.



2.
apoluo - let go, send away, dismiss one's wife or betrothed, divorce;




means dismiss alright, but involves divorce when relating to marrig.



3.
Same Greek word translated "divorced" in Mt 5:32.



4.
Mt 19:3 question "put away", answer "put asunder"



5.
Mt 19:6-9 the words are used interchangeably



6.
Mt 1:19 "put away" could not have been mental as he wanted to do it




secretly - there must have been something legal to it



7.
Truth - "granting the divorce is one thing and the 'Bill of divorce'




another thing.  Legal action is required in both instances."



8.
Whatever "put away" means, you cannot marry one that has been.

David Brown's Charts:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Matthew 19:9

"And I say unto you, Whoever 1divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and 1marries another, commits adultery;




and

whoever 2marries her who is 2divorced commits adultery."

What did Jesus mean by "divorce" and "marries"?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Real or Accommodative Language?

"And I say unto you, whosoever shall put away (in the eyes of God) for the cause of fornication may marry (in God's eyes) another.  Whosoever shall divorce (according to civil law) without fornication as the cause, and shall marry (civil law) committeth adultery (because he is not actually divorced, and is actually married in the eyes of God):  Whoso marrieth her (according to civil law) which is put away (divorced in civil court) doth commit adultery (because she is not actually divorced in God's eyes).  Yet if she, which is divorced (by civil law) did not consent to the divorce (by civil law) she may mentally divorce (in the eyes of God) so that he who marries her (in God's eyes) does not commit adultery."

Confused Yet?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------


C.
The position stated fails to understand that there is a difference in the



"marriage" and the "bond" (Rom 7:2-3).


D.
The position stated fails to recognize that an unscriptural marriage is



still a marriage (Mk 6:17-18, Mt 19:9), likewise, an unscriptural divorce



is still a divorce (that is why it is sin).  Saying that they are married,



but not really (they are really not bound) sounds like the ones who call



in to WEUP and say that if a married couple breaks up, then God must



not have ever joined them together.


E.
The truth is that "put away" in Mt 19:9 is real divorce whether



scriptural or unscriptural; the "put away" of Mt 19:9b is the same; this



sentence (Mt 19:9b) condemns the doctrine!

4.
Other arguments


A.
This puts civil law above God's law (a civil unscriptural divorce keeps a



person from getting a non-civil, but scriptural divorce).

1.
No, it only respects civil law, God is the one that says that a woman




put away, unscripturally (or scripturally), cannot remarry (Mt 19:9).


B.
It doesn't seem fair.



1.
Jer 10:23, Is 55:8-9 we go by what God says, not by what seems fair



2.
It does not seem fair even if the divorcer never commits fornication.



3.
Ezra 10:10, 11, 19, 44 not fair to those kids



4.
I Chron 13:11 David didn't think God was fair.

5.
The other type of mental divorce - many who teach against this mental


divorce doctrine, teach the exact same thing just under different


circumstances, it is taught that the innocent party could remarry upon the


conditions that the "innocent could let it be known to the court and to the


brethren that he or she is agreeing to the divorce (said divorce being done


by the guilty (of fornication) party, PTD) because his or her mate has


committed fornication."


A.
This position is false.  Jesus said that the only way you could remarry is



if you put away (divorced) your spouse for fornication.  He never said



that you could remarry if you let your spouse put YOU away because



your spouse had been unfaithful.  These are two totally different



situations!  It is the difference in doing the putting away for fornication,



and being put away for any cause.  Jesus allowed the first, but said that



anybody who marries somebody who is put away (even if they agreed



to it because their spouse had committed fornication) "doth commit"



adultery (Mt 19:9).

6.
Conclusion


A.
There is no authority for the mental divorce under consideration;  there



is no verse that teaches it to be true; consider my #2.E again


B.
There are verses that directly forbid it!  Mt 19:9b, etc.


