The Problem With The Pharisees

What It Was And What It Was Not
taken from a sermon outline by Johnny Hendrix
People who insist upon obedience, believe we ought to pay attention to detail, and who are willing to condemn sin in others are sometimes accused of being Pharisees because of these traits.  Is this a correct label?

1.
What was the problem with Pharisees concerning the commands of God?


A.
their problem was not their insistence upon obedience



1.
Matt 7:21-23 God has given us commands, not suggestions



2.
Heb 5:9 God insists that we obey him



3.
don't call anyone a Pharisee just because they are teaching obedience


B.
their problem was that they taught the commandments of men



1.
Matt 15:1-9 caused our worship to be vain



2.
Gal 1:6-9 causes us to be accursed spiritually

C.
their problem was their hypocrisy



1.
Matt 23:3 preached obedience, but didn't practice it



2.
Matt 23:5 did it for the show, Matt 6:2 that is their reward in full


D.
they trusted in themselves and their works



1.
Luke 18:9-14 thought they were better than others



2.
Eph 2:8-9 salvation not earned by works; conditioned upon works

2.
What was the problem with the Pharisees concerning detailed obedience?


A.
their problem was not their attention to detail



1.
Matt 23:23-24 "these ought ye to have done"



2.
James 2:10 God requires detailed obedience


B.
their problem was their lack of attention to the "weightier matters"



1.
Matt 23:23 ignored judgment, mercy, and faith



2.
I Cor 13:1-3 without love, everything else is worthless



3.
Acts 20:27 focus on some things (baptism), but ignore others

3.
What was the problem with the Pharisees concerning condemning sin?


A.
their problem was not their willingness to condemn sin in others



1.
Eph 5:11 but rather reprove them



2.
II Tim 4:2 reprove, rebuke, exhort



3.
Tit 1:13 rebuke them sharply



4.
if we call the rebuker a Pharisee, then Prov 17:15


B.
their problem was a failure to see their own sin



1.
Matt 23:23-28 clean on outside, but not on inside



2.
Matt 23:12-15 not humble



3.
Gal 6:1 we can fall into the same trap

