Situation Ethics
Does Mt 12:1-8 teach it?

vs.1-2
not a violation of the O.T. law

vs.3-4
not saying it was o.k. for David to violate the law under certain circumstances, but showing inconsistency of the Pharisees for condoning what David did, but not allowing Jesus' disciples to do what they did


"not lawful"

v.5
"blameless," not all activity on the Sabbath was forbidden Lev 24:5-9, Num 28:9-10

v.6
Jesus greater than the priests, so why not him also?

v.7
Sabbath laws never did forbid acts of mercy


disciples "guiltless," not guilty but o.k.

v.8
Jesus ought to know, he authored the Sabbath law

Does this passage teach situation ethics?  The proof is simply not there.

What about the following cases?

1.
Uzza I Chron 13:7-11 if there was ever a case, this would have been it!

2.
Rom 3:8

3.
I Sam 13:7-14

Applications:

1.
missing the assembly for work - it doesn't say, "Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, EXCEPT FOR WORK"

2.
euthenasia - our human reasoning cannot justify the taking of life

3.
separation/divorce for wife beating - "except" in Mt 19:9 means this is the one and only cause, just like in Jn 3:5

4.
lying to avoid hurting someone's feelings ("your dress is pretty")

5.
die on the way to the baptistry


Either Jesus taught that baptism was necessary or not.  If he didn't, we ought to let up on the Baptists.  If he did, he either was telling truth, or he was lying.  Are you willing to say that Jesus might have lied about it?

6.
abortion in the case of incest, rape, or danger to the life of the Mother


a.
two drowning, could you hit one on the head?


b.
if a choice between the two, why don't they ever shoot the Mother?

Proverbs 14:12 "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death."

