
Six Literal 24-Hour Day Creation

Many Christians don't believe 6 literal 24-hour days:
Many Christians don't believe that God created everything in six 24-hour days; they think that science/nature proves otherwise.  John Clayton is popular in the institutional ranks for going around and teaching lectureships against evolution, but nonetheless advocating that God took million of years to create the earth.  Among the non-institutional brethren, Hill Roberts who worships right here in Huntsville at the Weatherly Road church of Christ, goes around and does lectureships called "Lord I Believe" against evolution, but who believes in and teaches that it took God millions of years to create the earth.  I don't think he brings it up in his lectures, but it is taught in the children's classes (e.g., by his wife).  Because of this, I think many of the churches that invite him are unsuspecting of what he believes and what their children are going to be taught.  I have attended one night of one of his lectureships in the Athens area a few years back.

I've decided to do a lesson on this right now because both Hill and his wife are each doing a series of lectures on creation/evolution related topics at the Florida College lectureships in February (1999).  Buddy Payne is also doing a series of lectures on evolution at FC, and I understand that he doesn't know how long it took God to create the earth (he doesn't accept the Genesis 1 account that it was in 6 days).  Not only will this provide an opportunity for Hill's wife to slip in this teaching, but it will provide a springboard (advertisement) for them to be asked by unsuspecting congregations for lectureship programs.

Excerpts from Hill Roberts' writings:
...there are many things about the creation that the Bible is silent about. If the Bible doesn't say something, we need to be careful not to say it does.  Let's look at some ideas Christians have come up with to explain the dinosaurs.

•
Some people think that each day in Genesis 1 may be more than the twenty four hour day we think of now.   Day would be just a 'time' like in Dt 10:10.   The morning of each day would mark a new creation time by God.   The evening of each day would mark the end of what could possibly be a very long time to us.  So the dinosaurs could have existed in the early part of 'day' six and be gone by the time man was created near the end of 'day' six, or the sixth 'time'.

•
Some people think the days were regular days like we know today, but that they were separated with large spans of time between the days.  During these times many changes could have happened to the earth - changes that God created, or planned, to happen.

•
Some people think the earth in verse 1 and 2 may have existed in the formless void state for a long time before God began the work listed for the six days.  ... early on the earth might have been entirely different, then become formless and form, and from that point God did the things described on days 1 through 6.

•
Some people think that Genesis 1 only tells about creation in the simplest way possible so that everyone from then to now, young or old, could understand that God made everything.   ... Back in the days that God gave Genesis to us, people didn't even know about fossils, much less dinosaurs.  Such details would only be confusing.

•
A few people even think that God just made ... it in six 24 hour days right in a row - what we would call a week - not very long ago.  ... Only address this idea if the child suggests it or has been taught it - since it is at conflict with the truthful nature of God - "God cannot lie."  Titus 1:2.  He told us to study nature to learn about His divine character.  It wouldn't bode well for His character if He intentionally fooled us with ... dinosaurs and all the other fossils.

Think about any or all of these ideas.   Maybe parts of several of these ideas could  be correct.   Do any of these say something that would make the Bible words untrue?

What does the Bible say about:

•
How old the universe, ... the earth is?

•
How old mankind is?

•
How long each creation day was? (If child assumes they must be 24 hours see: Gen 2:4, Dt 10:10,  Psalms 90:1-4, and 2 Pet 3:8)

•
How long the earth was formless and void?

•
If the creation days were one right after another?

•
What process God used to make the things of Genesis happen?

Refutation of these theories:
The Gap Theory:
•
Poll of 20 leading Hebrew scholars regarding "gap" between 1:1 & 1:2 - responded unanimously, "No." (Modern Science And Christian Faith, p.49)

•
Ex 20:11 earth and everything in it created in 6 days, therefore neither earth nor anything in it prior to those 6 days

The Day-Age Theory:
Meaning of word "day" ("yom") can mean a time period (Gen 2:4, Zech 13:1-2, Mt 26:29), but it doesn't in Genesis 1:

1.
"yom" preceded by a numeral (358 times in OT?) in non-prophetic passages is a 24-hour day.

2.
"yom" occurring in the plural (yamin) (700+ times in OT?) is a 24-hour day

3.
"yom" with "evening & morning" (100+ times in OT?) is a 24-hour day.

3.
Gen 1:5 "day" (yom) is precisely defined when first used -> night followed by day - definition repeated for each creation day

4.
Gen 1:14 "days" used in contrast to "years." If "day" is millions of years, what is a "year"?

5.
Ex 20:9/11 comparison with Sabbath day defines length of creation day as 24 hours.

6.
Objective linguistic scholars:  Prof. James Barr, Oxford in Expositor's Bible, W.R. Nicoll, Editor, Vol I, p.45: "If the word 'day' in this chapter does not mean the period of 24 hours, the interpretation of Scripture is hopeless."

7.
Gen 1:16-19 would imply millions of years of darkness followed by millions of years of light if the day-age theory is true.  But plant life (vs.11-12) could not have survived that long night.

8.
"Many (plant) species are fertilized by insects in a mutually beneficial arrangement that supplies food to the insects while transporting pollen from flower to flower," but according to the day-age theory, plants (day 3) came millions of years before insects (day 6).  Day-age won't work.

9.
Inspiration affirms man was here from the beginning:

a.
Mark 10:6 "from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female" - "Beginning" defined by Cremer:  "Absolute, denoting the beginning of the world and of its history, the beginning of creation, ...", p.113 - "Beginning" defined by Thayer:  "1. Beginning, origin: a. used absolutely, of the beginning of all things", p.76

b.
Rom 1:20 "seen ... understood ... from the creation of the world"

c.
Luke 11:50-51 "from the foundation of the world ... Abel''

Millions of years between days theory:
refuted by #7-9 above

The earth is not millions of years old:
While Genesis 1-2 do not tell us the age of earth, we are told the earth's age relative to creation of man -> five (24-hour) days older.

While the genealogies (like the one in Lk 3:23-38 from Jesus to Adam [who was the first man, I Cor 15:45]) are not intended to give an exact age of the earth, the is no way to insert millions of years into those genealogies.  Some point out gaps in the genealogies, but the only way they know about the existence of these gaps is because the Bible elsewhere fills them in.  But if they are filled in, they are not gaps at all!

Scientific arguments:
There are many scientific arguments for a young earth.  Here are but a few:

•
Hydrogen is slowly being converted to helium, and we do not know of any way that new hydrogen is created.  If the earth were ancient, there should be mainly helium, yet the universe still consists chiefly of hydrogen.

•
The sun is shrinking at a rate of about 0.1% per century (about 5 ft. per hour).  At that rate, just 20 million years ago, the sun and earth would actually have been touching (the earth would have been burned up).

•
At the rate the moon is slowing moving away from the earth, even if it had started at the earth, it would be much farther away if the moon is millions of years old.

Conclusion:
Henry Morris - Suppose the writer of Genesis wished to teach his readers that all things were created and made in six literal days, then what words would he use to best convey this thought? ... the writer could have used the actual words in Genesis 1.  If he wished to convey the idea of long geological ages, however, he could surely have done it far more effectively than in those which he selected.  It was clearly his intent to teach creation in six literal days.  Therefore, the only proper way to interpret Genesis 1 is not to "interpret it at all.  That is, we accept the fact that it was meant to say exactly what it says.  The "days" are literal days and the events described happened in just the way described.

Bert Thompson - In other words, what else could God have said to make the teaching of Genesis 1 and Exodus 20:11 any plainer?  We are told:  "For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day ..." (Exodus 20:11).  That ought to settle the matter once and for all.


