The Temptation Of Christ
Matthew 4:1-11
1
the facing of the temptations was intentional
3
the first temptation is drawn from the fact that Jesus had just been fasting (his hunger)
4
physical food is not nearly as important as spiritual food (God’s word), Jn 6:27


“every word” – Jn 3:16 Baptist says only belief – Mt 6:14 only forgive others? – Baptist admits not belief only when he agrees repentance is necessary – “every word” says repentance and baptism are necessary Mk 16:16, Acts 2:38, 22:16, I Pet 3:21
Should Christians Fast Today? 

· Mt 6:16-17 Jesus assumed his disciples would fast (“when” not “if”)

· Mt 6:18 yes, because we will be rewarded by God if we do

· Mt 9:14-15 Jesus said disciples would fast after bridegroom (Jesus) was gone which is true today

· Phil 4:9, I Cor 11:1, I Pet 2:21 yes, because approved examples (like Acts 20:7) are binding

· Mt 4:2 Jesus (Lk 2:36-37 and other righteous people in Jesus’ day) fasted
· Acts 13:1-3, 14:23 groups of Christians fasted
· II Cor 11:27, 6:5 Paul fasted
· I Cor 7:3-5 fasting must be important today; it is the only reason (accompanied by prayer) that God allows married couples to suspend sexual relations for
5-7
all temptations work like James 1:13-14

· lust simply means desire here (like in Lk22:15), not necessarily sinful desire – to be tempted in an area, you have to have a desire in that area (like Jesus did for food)
· enticed – when the devil presents the opportunity to unlawfully satisfy that desire

· lust conceived – when we commit (in our mind) to take the opportunity

· sin – when we follow through with our decision and actually perform the act

· death – the result of sin when sin is done/finished (Rom 6:23)

8-10
Heb 4:15 Jesus had to face temptation just like we do
· no advantage, but no sin I Pet 2:22
· proves that we can avoid sin, every sin is our fault
· Mt 7:7, Jn 7:17, I Cor 10:13
11
James 4:7 the same thing will happen for us – be thankful !
Use “The Temptation Of Christ” as a model for how you face temptation.  Use God’s word to remind you of what you ought to do, how you can resist, and what the consequences are if you don’t resist.
